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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ELECT OIAL-SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the re-
turn of the writ for the election of a mem-
ber to serve for the electoral district of
Greenough. From the return endorsed
thereon, it appears that Mr- David Brand
has been duly elected. I am prepared to
swear in the hon. member.

Mr. Brand took an~d subscribed the oath
and signed the roll.

BILLS (2-THIRD READING.
I., Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)

Act Amendment.
2, Commonwealth Powers.

Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-SUPREME COURT ACT
AXflWMENT (No. 2).

Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL-STATE TRANSPORT COORDIN-
ATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOIR TRANSPORT
(Hon. W. 3I. Marshall-Murchison) [4.35]
in moving the second reading said: This
measure, althouigh small in itself, will, if it
becomes an Act, be of tremendous advan-
tage to a fair portion of this State. It will
be remembered that when the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Act was passed in 1033

it was considcred to be absolutely essential
iii order to bring about some ordered system
of transpoirt, particularly where road trans.
port was in keen competition with the rail-
WAY system,. So important did this aspect
appear to Parliament ait that time that the
activities of this board wvere, by virtue of
this particular measure, restricted to that
portion of the State south of the 26th parallel
of south latitude. That being so, it was not
possible for the Transport Co-Ordination
Board operating under the Act to take any
cognisance of the co-ordination of transport
north of that particular line. The stability
of our railway ceconomy was predominant
at that time; end although the mileage of
railway in the northern portion of Western
Australia was so small, we never conceived
the possibilities for this board if that restrie-
tion had not been imposed then.

Somen members will realise what an ad-
vantage the Tfranisport Board has been to
several of those very isolated places situated
south of the 26th paralll. There are several
services which this board has been able to
subsidise which have been of material advan-
tage, first in feeding our railway system and
secondly int giving a freight rate to people
in isolated portions practically similar to
that enjoyed by those adjacent to the rail-
way. It may have been a little higher, but
it hag been of material advantage to thesis
people situated at some distance from rail-
way transport. Under the 1937 Act the
board was authorised to subsidise such ser-
vices as those I have mentioned, and e.ven
at that stag the advantages of such at sys-
temn to the people of the North-West were
overlooked, and it was only those people
living south of the line who received the
benefits of services made possible by the
Transport Board, and they enjoy the
cheap freights available owing to subsidies
from the board. Members who know the
North-West portion of the State will ap-
preciate that if we are to encourage pcop)c
to go to such places, we must make availab~c
to the greatest possible extent the amenities
enjoyed in the more settled areas. Bearing
in mind the terrific cost that would be in-
volved in providing railways to open up the
North-West, compared with the small auma-
b)er of people served, it will be seen that
such a possibility must be set aside for some
considerable time to come. Recently I re-
ceived a letter from Nullagine and p)ortionl
of it whichi I propose to read will give meat-
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hers an idea of the adversities that people
who live in such places suffer. This portion
of the letter reads-

All these costs must ho reduced, for why
should we have to pay .5s. per stone for pota-
toes or, if we keep a few fowls, 35s. per bag
for wheat?

Mlembers will get some idea of the cost iL
posed by transport on individuals living ih
such isolated centres. We can never hope
to develop the North-West unless we provide
mare and checaper amenities than are avail-
able in such areas at present. The Bill pro
poses to remove restrictions and to give the
Transprt Board the right and jurisdiction
to assist in the development of the North-
West portion of the State by making sub-
sidies available and thus assisting in the
transport of ordinary commodities. Men-
hers will agree that there is little opportun-
ity to achieve the desired end in any other
way. The Transport Board has some money
that it could make available for the purpose
of instituting transport services by road,
and by air if necessary, in order to reduce,
materially the cost of living for people in
the North-West. It is only fair that what-
ever we can do in that way should be done.

No person stands to be injuired by the
introduction of this Bill. No one and no
section of the community that desires
to see the North-West of the State
developed speedily will take exception
to the measure I am introducing- Mem-
bers will appreciate the services al-
ready being rendered in the southern por-
tions of the State, such as the subsidised
siervice from Newdegate to Holt Rock.
Similar services are, rendered in other parts
of tht State, and if this Bill becomes law
it will remove the restrictions under which
the Transport Co-ordination Board now
labours, that prevent it rendering like as-
sistance to the people of the North-West.
At present the Transport Board can operate
up to a certain line, and no further, and we
have the spectacle of a service being sub-
sidised from Geraldtoa to Carfnarvon, in
order to expedite transport, but the Trans-
port Board can go as far as the 26th paral-
lel only. This B ill seeks to remove that re-
striction. At the moment the board has
power to control air transport within a cer-
tain radius, and does so. It can control and
license all air vehicles, as it does road
vehicles, up to a given point only. No form
of transport will be more valuable to the

developnent of the North-West of on
State than will air transport, having regari
to the long distances and the sea tterci
nature of the population. Air transport
one of the most imrortant forms of trans
port for the development of this State.

Mr. Rodoreda: Will the3 board subsidis
air transportl

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
do not know that it will subsidise it, but
'will be able to license and control it so tha
we will not have a spectacle such as tha
which occurred in the city many years agc
when uncontrolled transport picked the eye
out of the industry and left the publi
utilities. to carry the burden, running oul
through densely settled areas and leavin.
isolated people without any service at all.

Mr. Rodoreda: But has the board powe
to subsidise air transport9

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:.
would say "yes." It has power to subsidis
road transport or air transport. It license
road transport and air trnsport-

Mr. Watts: It cannot subsidise either, a
the present time, north of the 26th paralle

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
This Bill seeks, merely to remove the rE
strietiuns and give the Transport Board thr
jurisdiction and right which will enable
to encourage settlement by guaranteeing
subsidy to any licensed transport vebiel
that is prepared to operate between cithe
of the ports or railway heads and tl
centres. being considered by the hoard at Ul
time. That is all that the Bill contain
This Bill will enable facilities and amenith(
to he provided for those people who al
prepared to live in and develop our isolate
areas. It will enable such people to live
a decent standard. Members must real[i
that the higher the cost of transport c
ordinary commodities the lower is 0
standard of living- of the individua
The income of those people is practical]
fixed and is very limited, too. So the greati
the cost of commodities to tbcm, the lowi
is their standard of existence. I sugge
that the people in that part of the State hai
other financial obligations imposed upe
them additional to those of people living
the more thickly populated areas.'

In our city and many of the rural arei
education is available to each child, but
is not equally available in the North-We
and this cost becomes a heavy financi,
responsibility when each and every chi'.
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must be sent south to get its education. Ad-
mittedly there are schools at the seaports and
probably one or two inland towns such
as Marble Bar and Nullagine, but apart from
those facilities, the people of the North-West
are under a heavy financial obligation to get
elementary education for their children.
This difficulty does not encourage people to
go out and live in those centres. The Bill
will give them greater opportunities, and I
hope members will view the measure from
that angle, give it wholehearted support and
thus make amenities available to those people
at reasonable cost. I move-

That the Bill be n'owv read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-AIfl NAVIGATION4 ACT
AMBNDILENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINSTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. W. "K. Itarhall-Murchipon) [4.53]
in moving the second reading said: This is
another small Bill merely to clarify the posi-
tion regarding the powers of the State and
Commonwealth existingy under the State Air
Navigation Act of 1937. Many years ago
the Commonwealth set out to control civil
aviation to an extent only. The desire at
the time was to bring about some form of
control over civil aviation in the shape of
rules and regulations, rules of the air, regis-
tration of landing grounds and other factors
for the safety of the travelling- public using
air transport. The control was merely of a
technical character-the licensing of pilots,
the granting of certit lcatcs of airworthiness
for aircraft, rules of the air and safety de-
vices to indicate the altitude of buildings,
etc., and in a general way to make civil
aviation as safe as possible.

The Commonwealth assumed the right to
do this, but ultimately its action was chal-
lenged in a case known as the Goya Henry
ease, and the High Court ruled that the Com-
monwealth did not have the requisite power.
The Prime Minister then called a conference
of Statet Pre-miers and Sought the tranqfer-
renee of power to thle Commonwealth to that
limited extent only. Under the Act of 1937,
the power was transferred. The amount of
control transferred to the Commonwealth was
limited to the matters I have mentioned, but
there has been a difference of opinion re-

garding the position, and I think the Leader
of the Opposition some years ago displayed
wisdom on this selfame point when he ques-
tioned whether such power transferred to the
Commonwealth could be recalled by repeal-
ing thle Act or could he returned to the State
at all. However, that point is not involved
in this measure because the State, by virtue
of the conference in .1937, did not give the
Commonwealth power over civil transport
aviation.

In order to clarify the position and draw
a definite line of demarcation between the
powers delegated to the Commonwealth and
those retained hy the State, this Bill has been
introduced. It was never intended that the
Commonwealth should take all the power
vested in the States to control civil aviation,
and I believe that the' Prime Minister him-
self gave an asurance that there would be
no interference with the State rights and
functions provided under the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Act. With that assur-
ance, the conference of Premiers in 1937
ag-reed to introduce the measure giving the
Commonwealth the limited amount of power
which it Still retains. This Bill will simply
clarify the position.

The need for this measure has held up
the State Government to some extent in
arranging for air transport within the State.
As many members are aware, there are com-
panies wishing to operate passengzer trans-
port services between given terminals within
the State. Some of the companies feel doubt
-though I do not think any doubt should
exist-as to where the State sod Common-
wealth powers begin and end. However, the
matter of giving consideration to the appli-
cations was left in abeyance until this inca-
sure was introduced. While we should pro-
ceed to license aircraft for the carrying of
passengers within the State, I feel that as
some doubt exists, it would be better to
make the position clear by passing this Bill.
Then we Shall be able to give consideration
to applications for introducing services for
thle more speedy transport of passengers, as
will be the order of the day when routes
are gazetted and aircraft are licensed for air
transport work. I move--

That the Bill be znow read a seconil time.

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
journed.
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DUAL--RAILWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FR LABOUR (Hon.
A. H. Panton-Leederville) [5.0] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
amend the Railways Classification Board
Act, I 920-193-5. In 1920 an Act was passed
for the appointment of a board to classify
the salaried staff of the Government Rail-
ways. At that time, and sinc, the Act in-
eluded the Tramway Officers' Industrial
Union of Workers. For some years; that
union has broken away from the Railways
Classification Board and has been registered
under the Industrial Arbitration Act. The
present Act, therefore, covers only the rail-
way officers. Section 2 of the Industrial
Arbitration Act precludes the Railway 004i-
cers' Union from being registered under the
Industrial Arbitration Act, the obvious rea-
son being that it was provided for under
the Act which this Bill seeks to amend. The
Railway Officers' Union. is thus prevented
from enjoying the privileges which unions
registered under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act enjoy. Paragraph (b) of Section
5 of the Trade Unions Act, 1902, prevents
any union from enforcing any agreement
for the payment by any person of any sub-
scription or penalty to a trade -union.

That section of the Trade Unions Act is
identical with Section 4 of the English
Trade Unions Act, 1871. The rules of the
union provide for inflicting fines, levies,
etc., hut the Act prevents the union from
taking legal action to recover any such
fines, etc. One can understand, of course,
the existence of such a p-ovision in 2871;
but I think members will agree that times
have changed since 1871. That is exempli-
fied by our own Industrial Arbitration Act,
which has been amended from time to time,
and .which extends all these privileges and
rights to unions. With the exception of one
or two unions in this State, all the unions
are registered under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act. The Railway Officer-s' Union is
not registered under that Act, and the
Government feels that it should be given
the same legal status as unions which are
registered under the Industrial Arbitration
Act.

Friendly societies and most clubs have
the legal right to recover payment of sub-
scriptions owing by their members. There

are several amendments proposed by this
Bill but, with the exception of one, they ai
all for the purpose of striking out th
words ''Railway and Tramway Officem
Industrial Union of Workers." There:
no further necessity for the inclusion r.
those words in the Act. They will he rA
placed by the words "W.A. Railway Ofi
cers' Union." The Act will theu relal
only to that union and to its elassifieatio
board. Provision is also made in the Li
to give the union the right to sue for an
recover fines, levies and dues in any loei
court or other court of summary jurisdim
tion. The title of the parent Act is alE
being amended to include the words "an
to make provision for the recovery by tli
W~.A. Railway Officers' Union of fines, fe:
levies and dues owing by the nienbex
thereof. "

Hot,. N. Keenan: Is that retrospective I

The MTNXSTER FOR LABOUR: No.]I
the member for Nedlands desires to mov
an amendmnent to that effect, I do nc
think any groat objection will be ollere
to it. A similar Bill was introduced
1941 by my colleague the Minister fo
Works, who was then Minister for Labon
bUnt it was defeated in the Legislative Couz
cil for reasons which do not exist toda,
Had that Bill passed, other unions woul
have obtained the same rights. This Ri
does not provide for any other union;;
provides simply for the W.A. Railwa
Officers' 'Union. It gives that union, as
said, the samne rights as are enjoyed b
unions registered under the Industrial Aa
bitration Act. The Government could hav
brought in an amendment of that Act, bE:
thought it better to amend the Railwa3
Classification Board Act. I move-

Thant the Dill be now rend a second timec.
On motion by Mr. -Thorn, debate a

journed.

BILL-TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Councel's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council no,
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Ministe
for Works in charge of the Bill.
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The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
nent is as follows:-

Clause 2, in proposed new Seetion 22A,
paragraph (c) on page 2 :-Insert the words
''by reason of such subdivision of land"p
before the word f"Iif " in line 28.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: By its
amendment, the Legislative Council seeks to
ensure that the action proposed to be taken
under the Bill shall be taken only when the
land within an irrigation or drainage district
is being subdivided for the purpose of
establishing smaller farms where previously
a large one existed. The Bill, as it passed
this Chamber, was safe enough on that point,
but evidently the Council is anxious for a
double safeguard. I have no objection to
the amendment. I do not consider it neces-
sary in the legal sense, but rather than have
any further discussion or argument with the
Legislative Council I propose to accept the
amendment.

Air. Watts: What is the difference between
discussion and argument?

Mr. Doney: A discussion might be quite
an agreeable business, but an argument would
be scarcely that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
any argument at this stage would be out of
order. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report atdopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-NATIONAL FITNESS.
Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Commnittee.
Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister

for Education in charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-

ment is us follows-
Clause 11:-Delete the word ''fitness " in

line 27, and substitute the words ''and cul-
tural fitness in the building of the national
character. "

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
propose to accept the amendment, which
simply extends the items upon which the
National Fitness Council is to advise the
Governor.

Mr. Watts: Will you explain what it
means?

Hon. N. Keenan: The Minister has
accepted the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
understand the desire of the Legislative
Council is that the National Fitness Council,
besides advising the Governor on measures
to be taken to develop the bodies of those
who take part in these activities, will also
advise how their minds may be improved as
the result of educational flnas and of taking
part in dramia nd things of that sort.
The other place is not prepared to leave the
council to do that, but wants it specifically
stated in the Hill. The hon. member should
ask the other place to give its reasons, I
see no objection to the amendment. It does
not detract from the Bill.

Mr. Thorn:- The House of Review is
proving very helpful to the Government,
which has accepted two of its amendments
already.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
move-

That the amiendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's.
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BiLL-BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL.

Message.

'Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and rend recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMtIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne) [5.18] in moving the second read-
ing said: This Bill is introduced to assist
in carrying on the control of the distribution
and use of requisite building materials. In
addition to the shortage of houses before the
war, labour and materials which could have
been used for home building and had to be
diverted to -war purposes, have left us in an
acute state of shortages of many essential
commodities. As the war progressed we had
hundreds of thousands of people from all
sections of Australia's life drawn into it,
and with them wvent many artisans associated
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with the building trade and many men en-
gaged in industry connected with the manu-
facture of building materials. But a certain
quantity of building requisites were manu-
factured during the war, the greater propor-
tion of which has been diverted to war uses.
It is hoped that in some directions many
essential commodities, much needed in home
construction and in the construction of
schools, hospitals and factories, will be avail-
able to us as they become less needed for war
purposes because those purposes are rapidly
diminishing. At the outbreak of war, the
number of homes built in Australia exceeded
40,000 per annum. The table on this subject
is very interesting. It shows the decline from
1938-39 to this year and is as follows:-

Year.
1938-39
1939-40
1940-41
1941-42
1942-43
1943-44

New dwellings.
40,000
37,000
38,000

- 20,000
4,000

.. 5,000

For this year, 1944-45, it is anticipated that
approximately 10,000 new homes will be
erected.

'Mr. Seward: Have you got the Western
Australian figuresi

The PREMIER: I have, and I will give
them to the hon. member later. The figure
.anticipated for 1946 is 24,000 dwellings; for
Australia. The hope for the following year
isi 50,000 and in the year after that it is
anticipated that ail things will be in train to
reach a figure of between 60,000 and 80,000
homes. Even that total, which is at collossal
li-ruro, will merely overtake the lag and meet
the demand that will be current at that
time. In addition to honme building, there
is a, big lag in all sections of building.
Houses, factories, public buildings of all
kzinds, including scboo~s and hospitals, are
required, and, as members know, in the dis-
tricts and towns they represent there is a
demand and an anxiety to have all types of
public buildings necessary to serve the pub-
lic of this State. So the mnaterials to he
available for new buildings will be a very-
small proportion--perhaps only one-third-
of what will be so badly needed. In nddition
to all the necessary structures I have men-
tioned, the belated repairs in connection
%vith homes and the belated maintenance of

[69]

buildings, including public buildings, reprn
sent a big demand on, the materials that ar
to be available to us.

The last survey made by the appropriat
Commonwealth officers suggests, looking a
the matter from a Commonwealth angle, tha
there will not be available to us--at lens
for this current year-more than one-thir
of the building resources that we will nee&
The control of permits for building and th
release of building materials has been a vet
difflcult matter to administer. The Coir
monwealth was veryj anxious to relinquis
this control. It found that this matter ws
full of difficulties. There were many con
plaints from all types of interested peopli
not only the home-builder and the ec
tractor but all sorts of people who wishe
to purchase materials; some of them, or
would think, simply because they were shor
But it was vry- noticeable that when con
plaints were made by States about the Con
monweaith carrying on different sorbs of coi
trol, the Commonwealth showed great anx
ety to place this item in the lap of tl
States, as quickly as possible.

Mr. Watts; Tt was politically inconvenien
1)erhaps.

The PREMIER: I think the Comma,
wealth found it very desirable to give tl
States this responsibility, which, I think
%hall be able to show, is an unpleasant on
but because it is unpleasant it is none Ul
less necessary for us to face it. In the issi
lag of permits for buildings the basis 1mi
been that of hardship and the essentiality
the project. The releases of materials
short supply have been approved on the
availability, and their availability wvas anti
matie in respect of the work that the pe
inits provided approval for. I have a vex
interesting statement made by Mr. DedmE
when he reviewed the position recently. E
said-

Some allocation must he made as betwee
one claimant And another. We cannot satisi
in their entirety all the claims of people vi
need houses. If wie attempted to do so, ot
ne~glecteed the extension of factories and pr
vision for reconstruction trainijig, it you?
be wrong. Consequently, some judgment mit
be exercised in allocating the total varions r
sources between the six different claimants.

The various types of claimant that he ant
cipated include the thousands of peop
awvaiting housing and those who requi
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buildings for rehabilitation, including addi-
tions to schools, univers9ities and training
centres. Mr. Dedman estimates that 10,000
additional men will lived to be trained at
the universities of Australia. He also in-
stances the buildings of the type I have me"l-
tioned, namely, Government buildings,
schools, hospitals, police stations and(, for
the benefit of the Leader of (lie Opposition
and the member for Williams-Narrogin I
might mention court-houses, bemause I under-
stand that for some time they have been
unhappy about the position of that public
utility in their centres. But with all of the
demands (here will be- a tremendous claim
on the resources and m nateriahs available to
us. Mr. Dedman went onl to say-

Just as a certain allocation must be made of
those scarce resources between o11e claimant
and another, so in the linmited sphere of build-
ing itself, sonic method of selection had to he
followed in order to ensure that resources for
housing purposes should be allocated to the
people most urgently requiring them. Accord-
ingly, the lpernmit systemi was introduced, and
taken by and large, the system has resulted in
the granting of building permits to those peo-
pie who most required houses, and in the re-
jection of the claims of those who did not
have such a good ease. The criteria exercised
in my department in gran sting or withholdinug
permits covered a ,,,,mer of things. The first
consideration was that, when an application
was made for a permit, thle department shculdl
consider the numb~er of individuals to be accom-
modated in the newr house. A married couple
without any children did not have nearly so
good a claim to a permit as had a warried
couple with a family. The limited supply of
building resources available was not sufficient
to provide houses for all the couples with fanm-
ilies, let alone those who were childless.

No matter what formi the control takes,
whether it continues inl its present form
or some other, there will be many unhappy
people who will be hard to convince that
their case is not only not a. parallel but, in-
deed, a better one, for the issuing of a per-
mit to build and the release of building
materials, than those of a dozen and one
other people they would personally know. Tt
would be very difficult to convince the ex-
prisoner of war and others who are return-
ing to their wives and small families, and
others% retutning to be married, that their
ease for housing is not one that the nation
could not take an immediate interest in. This
Bill, which is necessary because of the re-
linquishing by the Commonwealth of con-
trol, endeavours to take up almost identical

functions with those which operated under
National Security Regulations.

Under National Security Regulation
(Building Operations) 1939-43, the control
of building- was covered by issuing permits
for dwelling-houses and alterations thereto
costing more than £25, and for factories,
business plemises, etc., costing more than
£100. In Aug-ust of this year the regulation-
were amended, making it unnecessary to ob-
tain a permit for a dwelling house the cost
of which was less than £1,200 or for altera-
tions costing less than £1J50. This State
Government protested very strongly against
that decision. It meant very little in, effect,
hut it (lid give encouragement to people to
believe that with the lifting of restrictions
onl potential buildings costing up to £1,200)
each, they would bie able to get all the mater-
ials they required. Some States were quite
satisfied that these restrictions should be re-
moved, and in all the States there was as
tremendous stampede of people to the local
governing authorities for permits to build
and for the release of materials. Fortu-
rntely, many people who then came into the
field by reason of thle relinquishing of the
regulations, quickly' found that they had to
act in competition with the urgency and
needs of others who plans were also con-
sidered with regard to the release of
materials.

The control of materials that has applied
in this State came into operation under the
direction of the order published in the State
"Government Gazette" of March, 1942, and
that control was exercised under that direc-
tion and authority over the signature of the
then Premier, Hon. J. C. Willeock, who acted
under delegated authority in tha t connection.
All p~ermits for building were based onl coo-
siderations of hardship and the urgency of
thle project. Under the control vested in the
Deputy Director of War Organisation of In-
dlustry, who was then Mr. S. A. Taylor-he
has since been appointed to the position of
Public Service Commnissioner-he had tho'
right and responsibility of saying "Yes" or
"no" to any approach or application for the
issue of a permit. In recent weeks, since
Mr. Taylor's elevation to the position of
Public Service Commissioner, that authority
has been delegated to Mr. Bond, the geec-
tany of the Workers' Homes Board.

The release of materials has been placed
in chairge of Mr. P. V. Andrews, represent-
ing the Materials Supply Directorate, which
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is under the direction of the Ministry of
Munitions. Mr. Andrews was formerly an
officer in the State Sawmills Department, and
he has a very wide experience and con-
siderable knowledge regarding building re-
quisites and materials generally. Thus with
the materials we possess and] the availability
of sites, the position is automatically covered
under these arrangements. In all cases where
the priority system rules, releases will not
be difficult and as certain materials become
more plentiful gradually the list of materi-
mias difficult to obtain will he lessened. In
the schedule to the Bill will be found
the types of materials that will come
uinder the control of the authority now
to be set up. It will be clear that con-
trol is essential while such items as bricks,
cement and asbestos sheeting, which are
made locally, and imported items such as
pavaid piping and certain types of

enamel ware, are difficult to obtain. In the
ease of the first three mentioned commodities,
the difficulties associated with the stepping
up of manufacture centres; in the coal pro-
duction of the State.

I have had figulres taken out showing what
is necessary in that regard, and the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development is having an
exhaustive examination made of the total
requirements for the future. We will have
then the measure of the immediate need and
we shall endeavour to get this commodity
supplied as fully as we need it. It will be
found that the provisions in the Bill differ
only slightly from the National Security
Regulations under Statutory Rule 85 of
1944. As a matter of fact, the phraseology
used in the Bill follows very closely that of
the statutory rule I have mentioned. I shall
he pleased to make copies available to Op-
position leaders so that they can trace
throughout the Hill the authority sought in
the various provisions. It differs from the
present position in that the Bill will pro-
vide for the control of, and need for, per-
mits for all dwelling houses or alterations of
a value in excess of £25. At present although
no permit is needed for a home costing
£1,200, in which respect the restriction was
removed overnight by the Commonwealth,
there will remain the necessity I have men-
tioned of getting the release of materials.

Mr. Doney: A permit is not much use with-
out the materials being available.

The PREMIER: Not a bit. In the Bill
we have incorporated a provision for both
the permit and the release of building
materials.

Mr. Watts: Will that apply to second-
hand materials?

The PREMIER: Not at all. With regard
to building requirements, although the auth-
ority in whom control is vested in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Bill is the
Workers' Homes Board, we have arranged
to take over some of the administration
formerly acting for the Commonwealth. We
are taking over Mr. Andrews, and some
people appropriate to the task who formerly
op~erated under his jurisdiction. The con-
trol generally in that way will give an equal
opportunity to all deserving cases. As mem-
bers will have noticed from a perusal of
the Bill, it will bind the Crown. Therefore
it is considered quite proper that there shall
be just as much scrutiny respecting the re-
leases needed and the priorities with regard
to a Crown undertaking as there will be over
the very wide field operating not only out-
.side the Workers' Homes loard but by pri-
vate peop~le generally.

Mr. Watts: If the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment proposed to build another Common-
wealth Bank, would you be able to control it?

The PREMIER: I am afraid the State
cannot exercise any control over the Com-
monwealth, but this legislation will help the
State to obtain the materials necessary for
homes to be built under the State and Com-
monwealth agreement regarding the con-
struction of homes for renting, and also
for the provision of houses for people in
the country districts. Those people will in-
clude Government employees such as rail-
way workers, flax mill employees, coalminers,

ad other people working in the country dis-
tricts. It will ensure that the private builder
will be able to have an allocation made on
a fair basis and, indeed, will provide for
private persons who can make arrangements
for the building of their homes. The Bill will
place the department in a position to refuse
a permit to a man who has already a home
and desires to build a dwelling of exceed-
ingly large proportions, the granting of a
permit for which could only be to the detri-
ment of more than one person applying for
a permit and for the release of materials.

Mr. Doney: Will the fact that a man has
been on active service be of assistance in
connection with priorities?
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The PREMIER: All such eases will be
dealt with on the hardship basis, and the
man who has been on active service will have
the advantage of the Commonwealth instru-
mentality-the War Service Homes scheme-
the State and Commonwealth agreement with
respect to the construction of houmes tor
renting, which operations will be under the
control of the Workers' Homes Board, and,
in addition to that, he will have tne benefit
of the general programme of the Workers'
Homes Board. There will be a field more
specifically for the returned man, and in all
such cases they will be dealt with on the
basis of Hardship and necessity.

Mr. Abbott: But the returned maau will
get no absolute preference.

The PREMIER: He will have preference
because the War Services Homes scheme baa
a proportion allocated specifically for re-
turned men.

Mr. Abbott: Then they will not come under
the provisions of this legislation.

The PREMIER: Yes. Recently I had
an interview with the Chairman of the War
Services Homes Commission and he is quite
convinced that they are prepared to leave
their construction in the hands of the Work-
ers' Homes Board of this State, which will
see to it that the proportion set aside for
such a purpose will be reasonable and fair.
Thus not only have we control and autho-
rity vested in those who know the require-
ments of the State itself and of the mnini-
mum requirements for the building of
homes, but in men who have an over-all
knowledge of the number of types of build-
ings that arc not only in 'nest. demand but
are essential for the immediate future. The
board is in an excellent position to adjudi-
cate in the matter. I amn hopeful that be-
cause of that, we shall have a reasonable
speding-up of the building programame,
and at the same time a fair allocation re-
garding the supplies set out in the schedule
to the Bill, which also provides that as
soon as the position improves in connec-
tion with some of those items, they will be
removed froni the list. It is easing up in
connection with some items already but at
the moment all are necessary for control.

The member for .Pingelly asked a ques-
tion about the applications for permits in
this State, and I can inform him that in
recent months such applications have been
very heavy. For the year ended the 30th
June, 1945, the applications received

totalled 4,350, of which 2,810 were granted.
Of the permits granted, 1,560 were for
dwelling houses and the balance were for
shops, factories and other types of build-
ings. For the four months ended the 30th
October, 1945, 1,066 applications were re-
ceived, of which 65-0 have been ranted.
Of those granted 393 were for dwellings.
These are figures that count. I am not so
impressed by what may be regarded as tar-
get figures, for they may or may not mean
very much. I am concerned about our-
ability to mecet necessities as soon as pos-
sible, having regard to the manpower posi-
tion and the use of mechanical contrivances
in every possible way to step up coal pro-
duction.

We are hopeful that with the gradual re-
turn of met) to the industry, we shall, with
the co-operation and help of the men, se-
cure the supply of coal that is required for
the production of much building material
that can be manufactured in this State.
The private home contractor will he al-
lotted a substantial share of the housing
programme. The private home contractor
and the contractor himself will represent
a large proportion of the number of per-
mnits issued and in consequence a large pro-
portion of the materials available. The
cost of the work in connection with the
materials control has been accepted in pert
by tho State i theC taking over of all the
essential officers who are now in Common-
wealth employ, and it is expected that the
addition to the workers' homes expenditure
will be a little over £3,000. and in connec-
tion with the materials supplied also about
C3,000. A request has been made to the
Commionwealth for some contribution to
this expenditure, but we have nlot any re-
ply to hand. In any case, I feel sure that
the amalgamation of the two matters will
be much more economical than it has been
with the two services provided and being
controlled by different State and Common-
wealth departments.

I wish to stress the point that in asking
Parliament to pass this legislation the Gov-
ernment is asking for nothing for its own
benefit.

Mrt. Watts: Hear, hear?
The PREMIER: We are not under any

illusions at all about the lack of popularity
of the control of materials for which there
was such a need and such a clamour. I feel
quite confident that the Commonwealth
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very quickly discovered how unpopular many
sections of its control happened to be, and
certainly how very difficult of implementa-
tion and of putting into effect on an equit-
able basis some of these controls proved' to
be. There is no doubt about its anxiety to
hand back to the States this very difficult one.

Mr. Doney: Did the Commonwealth ask
you to take over the control I

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth did
not ask; it decided the States would take it
back only on the understanding that if all
the States pressed the Commonwealth to
retain control, it would retain it. Unfortu-
nately all the States were not of the same
mind as was this State because they were
anxious to get rid of Commonwealth con-
trol as quickly as possible.

Mr. Watts: That is not surprising.
The PREMIER: Members will under-

stand that the authority exercising control
will to some extent receive the blame for
the shortage of materials and therefore for
the delays in construction. There will be
many applicants and many claimants wvith
unanswerable claims in regard to their
need for home building. Some of these will
include servicemen. Naturally they will feel
bitter and be constrained, I feel sure, to
blame the Government. It is not with eon-
sidernbfc enthusiasm, therefore, that I intro-
duce this Bill. I introduce it as a duty ex-
pecting flint there will he plenty of abuse,
and very little credit in connection with this
legislation. On the other hand, unless it is
introduced there will definitely be many in-
justices, and unless we shoulder this task
chaos may easily result. Applications which
are to hand, dozens of them, show that the
applicants are persons of very limited means.
What chance have such people in the race
for materials with those who have plenty
of money and are quite prepared to pay
for the buildings they require immediately?
I think it is a very important factor that
the most needy people irrespective of their
financial standing, -whether it is substantial
or not, should have the opportunity to have
their needs met.

Mr. Doney:, Is this pressure on the avail-
ability of materials likely to force prices up
still furtherl

The PREMIER: We have arranged for
control, as the bon. member knows. There
wrilt be plenty of people prepared to pay
almost any price. I hope that the rigid and
proper control, and the proper allocation

of the share available to us, will give sal
faction in spite of the unhappy circumatan
that will be created in some particulars.
hope that will be something which will v4
quickly go overboard. I trust that with
return of normal manpower to our mai
facturing industries, in connection w
which injustices associated with timber m
the working of timber and also in the e
production field have appeared, will mi
that we shall quickly-perhaps at the
of next year which this Bill provides
the duration of control-arrive at a. happ
state in that connection.

I think that the firms of reputable build
and the people associated with the build:
trade wvhose standing is very high will f
very little objection in this Bill. I feel F
that irrespective of the claims of hunrr
of people, this is the best way to approi
the problem and to ensure that we at
have order instead of chaos. I am confid
that in handing this matter to the Worki
Homes Board we shall he vesting authox
in persons of experience and repute who i
operate for the good of the State as a whi
I repeat that while it is difficult and1
pleasant legislation, and it is a difficult
unpleasant task administratively, I hope
will be received with the recognition t
the need is indeed a vital one. I move-

That the Bill be now read a secund time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate
journed.

BILL-MARKETING Or ONIONS AC
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amc:
ment.

ANNUALJ ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 8th November; I

Rodoreda in the Chair.
Vote-NXative Affairs, £50,000 (partly e

sidered):

MRl. KELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgard
[ 5.53] -.Firstly I wish to 'refer to the s
ject of river jetties and desire to supp
some of the remarks made by the mern
for Claremont. I also wish to bring bef
the responsible Minister the very unsa
factory position that exists in the vani
road board localities in which jetties on
Swan River arc situated. I am led to und

if
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stand that some of the difficulties regarding
the repair and maintenance of these jetties
are more or less brought about by what
seems to be a somewhat confused position
in so far the responsibility for the mainten-
ance is concerned. I feel the time is over-
due when the Government should assume
complete control over and responsibility for
the present unsatisfactory state of affairs.
We arc now in the summer months, and
the dangers that are associated with
some of our jetties will be intensified be-
cause of the greater uses to which these
jetties will be put. In many instances the
planking and decking have been removed
from the jetties. Particularly is this so in
connection with the Canning Bridge jetty,
from which a vast amount of material has
been removed. The structure now is in a
very unsafe condition.

This unsatisfactory position could be over-
come if the entire management of all these
jetties was placed under Government con-
trol. The employment of one or two in-
spectors is very necessary. Those men could,
while engaged in other occupations, consti-
tute a form of patrol and they could he
entrusted with the duty of looking after
public property. No doubt a good deal of
the disrepair in which the various jetties
are known to be is the result of vandalism.
On one occasion last summer I approached
a number of youths, and young men a little
beyond the age of youthfulness, while they
were engaged in removing material from
the Canning Bridge jetty. I entered upon
the task with a certain amount of diffidence
because on such occasions one is sometimes
told where one gets off. At any rate, I
approached these lads and pointed out to
them the error of treating public property
in that manner and the grave danger to
which they were subjecting, not only child-
ren but grown-ups, by the removal of the
planking and decking. These lads sawv the
wisdom of my remarks and desisted from
further vandalism.

As I have said, the difficulty could be
overcome if a few inspectors wvere given
power to intervene on such occasions, and
make periodical visits to these jetties with
the idea of limiting the vandalism that
causes so much inconvenience to the public
and leads to so much otherwise unnecessary
expenditure. I hope some consideration will
be'given to the suggestion of bringing all
the jetties on the Swan River under one

control, even if the local governing bodies
concerned have to pay subsidies to the Gov-
ermnent for such central control. It is
essential that all doubts on this score be
removed, and that the Government shall en-
sure that the dangerous position that has
been created is overcome by means of ade-
quate central control.

The second point to which I wish to refer
is in connection with crabs. I tackled this
subject on a previous occasion and also
asked a number of questions. I am sorry to
find that although 12 months have elapsed
since there was quite a big agitation concern-
ing the crab position on the Swan River,
no legislation has been brought down to
rectify the position. What I should like to
see is the passing of legislation that would
prevent people from taking from the river
crabs in an immature condition, and those
that were below a certain measurement.
Now that we are at the commencement of
the season, it is very necessary that some
move should be made in this direction with
a viewv to eliminating the wanton destruction
that took place last year, aind has taken place
in previous years when the supply of crabs
has been prolific.

Commencing last ycar in November, all
the banks in the Swan river were teem~ing-
with crab lines and, as fast as crabs
appeared, ninny people-not only the very
young, but even those of mature age-ob-
tained great sport from destroying them.
In many instances they were not killed for
their food value, but with a view to obtain-
ing fertiliser for gardens. But many crabs
were left on the beaches. They were not
taken home to give to the fowls or to put
in the garden; they were just destroyed and
left there. As the season wvent on, it became
noticeable that though teeming masses had
been there at the beginning of November,
by the commencement of the Newv Year the
crabs were very scarce, and those being
caught were in deep water and required a
considerable amount of effort to capture.
They were thus placed beyond the ability
of the average person to secure. If the
season were normal and the crabs were con-
trolled in the manner I am going to suggest,
they would last from the be~rinning of
November until about the end of 'May.

What was the position during that period
last year, as far as marketing was concerned?
During, that period 83 per cent. of the crabs
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marketed-that is in the 1944 summer and
in the early portion of 1945-were of a
standard measurement. That is to say, from
tip to tip of their claws they measured from
12 to 20 ins. Throughout the whole of last
season I kept data, having the intention, if
something wore not done to control the an-
her of crabs taken from the river, to make
a suggestion in this Chamber regarding the
matter. From that data I found that a 12-
inch crab weighs about 23/ ounces and has
a carapace measurement of 31/ ins. That
weight makes the crab useless from a food
value point of view. These crabs were all of
the blue-manna type. A month later the crabs
were 13 y ins, and had a total live weight of 4
ounces and a carapace measurement of 4 ins.
A period of six weeks passed before I took
further stock of the crabs then most plenti-
ful. I found that they were 173/ ins.,,
weighed 13 ounces and had A carapace
measurement of 6 ins. Towards the end of
April, the average crab was 22 ins,, weighed
15 n ounces, and the carapace measurement
was 6% inches.

I do not care what amount of CSIR
information or other scientific knowledge is
going to be brought to bear on this .object.
The figures I hare given are the result of
an investigation I carried out to secure in-
formation for this purpose, and there is no
conjecture about it. What I have said is
tiot somebody ehc's word but purely my
own finding. I contend that when small
crabs, from 12 to 15 inches, are taken from
the water, 50 per cent. of their potential
food value is wasted. It therefore seems
to me that a regulation fixing the mini-
mum carapace measurement is badly needed,
if crabs are to be conserved for future years.
Not long ago, the Fisheries Department made
this statement:

If regulationsg were framed with the object
of preventing the taking of immature crabs.
from the Swamt river between the Causeway' and
]Fremantle, it would be impossible to police
thema.

Why? Are we going to baulk at the ap-
pointment pEo a few inspectors who would
be necessary to patrol from time to time
our ports, jetties and sandapits and other
places where crabs are to be had in the early
part of the season, which represents the only
danger period in this connection? Is it im-
possible to employ a few inspectors? if
such inspectors were not obtaining sufficient
assistance from the general public, would

it not be possible to launch one or two prose
rvut ions which would quickly have the desirci

cifeet of bringing to book any persons sti]
intent on destroying this wonderful heritage'
'The Fisheries Department's statement wen
oin to say:-

A fisheries inspector giving evidence ii
19013 to a Parliamentary Joint Committee saic
thait in some years crabs constituted a plaga
to professional fishermen.

That was in 1906; and now, nearly 40 year
later, it is dishevd tip again as a tangibi
re'ason why the taking of crabs, should no
he. controlled and why it would h2 almos
imposs-ible to police any regulations of thi
kind!

The Minister for Lands: The same ol.
fishermen, I suppose?

Mr. KELLY:- I will tell the Minister who
Fins taken place regarding the same old fish
c-rmeni. In 1906, Western Australia, had
population of a little over 200,000 people
toyday we have nearly 600,000. In 190
there were between 50 and 60 licensed fist1
ermen, and they were getting a reasonabl
living. The price of fish at that time wti
not e'xorbitant as it is today. It was reasor
able, and fishermen received a reasonable rc
turn. Today the number of licensed fishei
nacn varies from 16 to 30, and they cove
the same ground as was covered 90 year
agvo. They are probably getting double whii
the fishbermeni received in 1006. The argi
ment put forward previously and the replic
I have hmad to questions in this House ax
most unsatisfactory; and it is high tim
that the M1inister took his departmentt
task and compelled the ltminating of wha
has been a most unsatisfactory' state of a1
fairs over a period of veers. The offii
statement also said that th,- quantity of crat:
sold was comparatively rniall. Again
would ask: H~ow accurate i3 that statement
For the 12 months ended December, 194-1, a
fewer than 20,932 lbs. of crabs passe
through the markets alone, For the yea
ended December, 1912, the figure was 26,29
lbs. In 1943 crabs were very scarce and tb
tn uber of men fishing for them was le
than in previous years; consequently onl
6,880 lbs. reached Ihe market for the yem
ended December, 1943. Up to Dtcembe
15144-one of the most prolific years' th:
State has known in 25 years--27,nO0 lb
were marketed,

182:
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That represents only a small portion of
the crabs caught. Every night, week after.
week, throughout the season one can find
hundreds of people around our river banks,
many catching between 4 and 5 dozen crabs.
That takes place in the earlier part of the
year, when I contend the crabs should be
protected so as to enable their food value
to increase. That would take place in two
months' time and there would be still plenty
of opportunity for people to obtain crabs,
which would then be more than double the
size. The figures I have given do not sug-
gest comparative smallness, but disclose that
average years yield, through the markets
alone, over 60,000 crabs a season. This heri-
tape belongs to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and it is up to us as legislators to
see that that heritage is passed on and that
the young ones of today will be able to en-
joy later an advantage equal to that which
we have enjoyed over a period of ye* i rs.No reasonable excuse can be offered for re-
fusing to introduce legislation to control the
carapae measurement during the first 5 or
6 weeks of the season commencing from
about the 1st November. I would ask the
Minister to make every effort to bring down
legislation on those lines.

The next item to which I wish to refer
concerns shags. The last time I brought
up this matter I caused a certain amnount of
amusement; hut I assure the Committee that
the time has gone by when shags should
create amusement amongst sound-thinking
people. The protection of this multiplc-
species cormorant must give way to whole-
sale and systematic destruction. The time
has long gone by in my opinion, and in the
opinion of hundreds of others, when the
protection of these cormorant$ should cease.
There is only one wa 'y to eliminate the shag,
which I suppose is one of the most useless
birds that has frequented our shores, estu-
aries, jetties and bridges, and that is by
attacking it at the rookeries. At certain
times, thous~ands of shags are hatched at
Serpentine, Cluttering Lakes, Gingin Brook
and Moore River swamps.

Bitting sus pended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. KELLY: Before the tea adjournment
I said I considered that shags and cormor-
ants should be attacked at their rookeries
and I instanced four of the main breeding

grounds where they congregate yearly, be-
tween the beginning of November and the
end of December, to hatch huge numbers of
young shags. Even if the eradication of
the shags is an expense to the Government
I think action would be fully justified.
Many years ago a royalty of 6d. per head
was paid on shags and, if no other means
is available, I think the royalty should
again be introduced and paid as an incen-
tive to the destruction of these useless
birds. The alternative is to put on paid
men-it would not need a great number of
them-to police the breeding grounds of
the shags during the few weeks of the
breeding season in an endeavour to stamp
out this menace. In years gone by licensed
fishermen have expressed the opinion that
shags were doing no harm, but today there
is a complete reversal of that idea and
many of the fishermen I have spoken to in
the last 12 months are fully alive to the
danger created by the shags in the Swan
River, particularly in the last few years.
Some fishermen have complained that the
shags not only caused a depletion of many
species of fish in the river but have at-
tacked the nets when they have been left
unattended.

On a conservative estimate the shags'
daily consumption of small fish and fish
food is one-half to three-quarters of a lb.
per head. The harm that is being done can
be seen when we consider the amount of
other fish food that is being consumed daily
by this huge flock of birds. Dr. D). L. 5cr-
venty of the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research says that the shag's
average diet is 1i 2 lb. of fish daily, made
up of cobblers and other slow moving fish
of little economic value as human food. I
think that assertion is contradictory, as
regards the type of fish mentioned, cobblers
and other slow moving fish. As the member
for Claremont said, the cobbler is a nice
fish, and hospital authorities and many
householders in the metropolitan area have
thought so during the last four or five
years. For the 12 months ended the 31st
December, 1941, the fish caught and sold
by licensed fishermen totalled 171,133 lbs.,
of which cobblers amounted to 43,257 lbs.
During that period and at all times the
price of cobblers to householders has been
little below that for mullet.

In 1942, 259,501 lbs. of mixed fish was
marketed by licensed fishermen, and of that
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total cobblers aniounted to 42,490 lbs. In
1943 the year's catch amounted to 2-13,564
lbs. of mixed fish and there was a falling
off in the number of cobblers, which repre-
sented only 16,707 lbs. Besides the valu-
able food that the cobblers have made avail-
able to the people of the State during that
period, and their consequent value to the
community, it must be realised that the
shags are not feeding mainly on cobblers.
The shag is not as discriminating as the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Re-
isearch would lead us to believe. Anyone
who cares to observe the habits of shags on
the river will find that they do not concen-
trate on cobblers, as some of their feeding
grounds are devoid of cobblers. The majo-
rity of the food of shags in most portions
of the river -is comprised of lprawvns..
shrimps, smelt and other small fis9h life that
iiilabits the shallows of the Swan River.

It is significant that during the years
1942-1943 and in January, February and
March of 1044 there were no prawns sold
on the local market. The prawn has be-
come practically extinct in most parts of
the Swan Riven. During that period a great
incentive was offered to licensed fishermen
to catch prawns, as they were offered as
mnuch as 30s. per gallon by the Allied Ser-
vices, yet there were still no prawns caught.
During last year a few king prawns again
made themselves conspicuous, and if one
had sufficient time to drag for a couple of
hours one would probably get a quart pot-
ful. That was the extent last year of the
prawns in most portions of the Swan River.
On a conservative estimate the shag eats
from one-half to three-quarters of a lb. of
fish per day, so estimating the number of
shags on the Swan at 1,000 birds they ac-
count for no less than 500 lbs. of fish per
day. I think 1,000 birds is a conservative
estimate when one can see shags stretching
for half a mile, a chain wide, from Canning
Bridge to the Mount Henry narrows. That
.500 lbs. of fish per day would represent, in
12 months, 182,500 lbs. of fish.

Mr. Abbott: That is a matter of doubt.
The experts say, "No."

Mr. KELLY: I do not think there is any
doubt about it in the minds of those who
observe the habits of shags on the Swan
River or its tributaries. I have watched
them with powerful glasses, from a vantage
point, and they do not eat only cobblers,
though the cobbler supply in the river

is becoming depleted. At one, time os
could go to almost any part of th
Swan River where there was dar
water and catch cobblers, but toda
they are just as scarce as most othc
fish in the river. That 182,500 lbs. c
fish taken by the cornmorants repn(
sents more than the whole catch of ft
licensed fishermen in 1941, -when the toti
reached 171,000 lbs. of fish. That stAte c
affairs is alarming and it is no use siup]
saying that the scientists tell us otherwis,
They have a lot still to learn about t
marine life of our rivers and estuaries.
think the shags should be destroyed an
treated as were many of the other peel
dealt wvith recently by the Committee i
vermin in this State.

In the last 12 months much has been sai
in the Press regarding fish and their habit
and the amount of air observation that
taking place, and what we can look to
the future in the way of controls and
e11. We have also heard that we have
fish policy, but that is of no value unle
immediate steps are taken to conserve whi
we already have. It is useless to chase
new policy and tell people about order]
marketing and fixed prices if, at the san
time, we are depleting the stocks of tU
rivens and estuaries as we have dlone in t1
last few years and are doing today. Tl
only way to remedy the position is by tal
ing certain essential action. Firstly thei
should be a complete closing, on a rotb
tion basis, of the various waters used
fishing grounds over a period of years.]
would not be necessary to deprive the J
or even 30 licensed fishermen of an oppo:.
tnnity to earn a living.

Results could be obtained by a systemat
closing of certain sections of the variot
estuaries, as well as the Swan River, am
it would be a matter of enforcing th
elosure against fishing only about twice in
decade. The second point is strict adhe
ence to a suitable minimum size to enewi
opportunity for reproduction of the specie
This has been the subject of quite an amoua
of controversy over a period of years, at
I wish to demonstrate how little has bee
accomplished in the way of conserving flt
supplies. The first point to take into ewi
sideration, apart from the closing of wate
to net fishermen, is the prohibition of s
fishing in breeding-grounids. during ti
spawning season. This must be insisti
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upon if wve are going to build up stocks of
fish to give the industry a bright futulre.
Finally, we must wage total war on shags.
This, although the last to be mentioned, is
by no means the least. In this way alone
can we hope to conserve not only much of
the fish in the river but also the food on
,which the fish live.

An examination of the available figures
gives cause for great concern. I am taking
the period to 1943 because I have been un-
able to get reliable data covering the period
since that year. The department has handled
through the markets a large quantity of
Perth herring and a considerable amount
of canningr has been done, but I wonder
utether we know the full and true story
o~f the Perth herring. I feel that we do
not because frequently contradictory figures
are published and contradictory information
given by way of answers to questions, show-
ing- that a not very accurate account has
been obtainable and that there has been a
certain amount of guesswork. Dealing with
Lhe various types of fish caught in the Swan
River, I wish to make a comparison between
the years 194 and 1943, as follows:-

1941. 1943.
lbs. lbs.

Mullet . .. 67,4S1 21,938
Yellow-eyed mullet .. 12,523 3,334
"Flathead . .. 2,567 1,944
Cobbler .. .. 43,257 16,707
Skipjack . .. 1,085 404

Thus mullet and yellow-eyed mullet de-
olined by more than 66 per cent. Of the
[ish that in the past contributed largely to
1he total quantity passing through the mar-
kets and canned, there has been a decided
Falling off in those two years. What the
Rgures for 1944 and 1945 will disclose can
anly be conjectured. More alarming still
rthe disparity in the quantity of mullet

baken in the year 1943 as compared with the
year 1937. It may be argued that this is
%wide range of years, but it demonstrates

-he amount of depletion that has occurred
n-er that period. In 1937, the mullet mar-
keted totalled 312,000 lbs., representing-
130,000 dozen averaging 5 ozs. each, while
n 1943 the quantityv marketed totalled only
?2,000 lbs., or only one-fourteenth of the,
1937 catch. Another indication that should
)e regarded as a definite warning is found
n other official figures. In 1943, 550,808 lbs.
.f fresh fish were used for canning whirl,

p)roduced 229,748 lbs., a wastage of 41 per
cent. In 1.944, 6 5,542 lbs. of fresh fish were
used to produce 214,389 lbs. of eanned fish,
thus disclosing a wastage of 08 per cent.

What inference can wve draw from this
additional wastage? Although the catch was
larger-the quantity of fish caught was
100,000 lbs. more-the wastage, instead of
vrmaining about proportionate to that of the
earlier period, showed a marked increase.
Tho reason for this is obvious. During the
year 1944, tlie quantity of under-sized fish
that passed through the processing plants
n1'tst have been greater. It is a well-known
fact that in dealing with small fish, the pro-
portion of head and gut is far greater than
in larger fish. Therefore the position is
alarming. Though 655,000 lbs. of fish were
taken there was a decrease in the net re-
sult. No sane excuse can be advanced for
the continuation of the unwise policy we
have been following during the last four or
five years.

It is obvious that the (department is per-
eeetiy well aware of the danger. My reason
for making this statement is that in 1941
Lhe department took steps to determine
whether mullet stocks were being depleted
and, as part of a general investigation, mes.
ured 16,000 mullet sent to the Perth markets
between the months of February and July.
As a result of this investigation, licensed
fishermen were advised that the minimum
length at which mullet might be caught
would be raised yearly, thus indicating that
all was not well and that the department was
satisfied there was only one way of protect-
ing the diminishing fish supply in our estu-
aries. The circular issued stated that the
outstanding features of this measurement
test were that one-fifth of the 16,000 fish
measured were under size, that is, less than
91/ inches; nine-tenths were fish which were
inmmature and had not been given an oppor-
tunity to reproduce their species; and only
10 per cent. were over three years old and
secxually mature, and that of these only a
neglible few came from the three main estu-
aries. The fisheries report went on to say-

Remedial measures are of course necessary
if we are going to preserve this most import-
.ant species for posterity, and it seeins that the
inost effective manner of dealing with the sub-
jiect is to irease the minimum length to a
standard which will ensure that all fish caught
barec had an opportunity of spawning at least



113 NOVEmBER, 1945.) 1

once. The first spawning does not take place
until the fish arc three years of age, by which
time they reach an average length of 13 inches.

That is all very interesting. The department
intended to increase the minimum size until
a standard was reached to allow of the fish
multiplying. That was firmly fixed in the
minds of the otficials in 1941. There have
been certain factors to make it difficult for
the department to maintain that -standard.
I was astounded to read in a newspaper of
the 9th November some reflections published
under the headings "Fish Conservation, Test
with Mullet, Relaxdtion 'of Redtrietions,"
The statement was as follows:

In order to test the results of the recent
fish conservation scheme, the Fisheries De-
partment in this State is now permitting fisher.
men to market all mullet caught in the nets
of 21in. mesh during the three months end-
ing January 31 next, even though they may
be less than the present legal minimum length
of 11% inches, provided all such fish are dis-
posed of through the Metropolitan Markets,
where a daily cheek is being made by Dr. D. L.
Serventy, of the Council for Scientific and In-
dostrial Research.

Prior to March, 1942, the legal minimumn
length ait which mullet could be sold in this
State was 9% inches. This was then extended
to 1014 inches and in March, 1042, to 11y,4
inches, the ultimate intention having been to
raise the minimum length to 13 inches, at which
age, it was considered the fish would be sexu-
ally mature and able to reproduce their species.

With the increase in the minimum size per-
initted it was obvious that the size of the mesh
would also have to be proportionately adjusted.
B~ecanse of the lack of the necessary goraT On
account of the war, the annual increase was
temporarily discontinued. No change in tile
minimum length was made in 1943 and the
legal minimum at which mullet could be sold
ha remained at 11%4 inches.

The only expedient the department could
think of was to allow the fishermen to have
a go at what they could catch in a 2%4-inch
mesh net, instead of closing the Swan River
sufficiently long to permit of the fish reach-
ing maturity and reproducing their species.
A 2Vs4in. net will catch an 8in. mullet with-
out any doubt whatever. I make that asser-
tion from personal experience. All these
facts that I have brought forward are
obtained from departmental sources; as it
were, they are marked down in the Good
Book. There is no guessing. Everything is
there for the Minister or anyone else to read.
Yet we are taking no action; instead, we
are leaving a wide open gate for everything
which the fisherman likes to catch for the

next three months; as the report goes on
say "Another week in which to slaught
this immature and ungrown fish I I I ur
that the matter be treated even more seC
ously than has been attempted in the pa
and that a saik level-headed policy
adopted in order to ensure the conservatii
of one of our main sources of fish supp
in the metropolitan area, the Swan Riv
and the estuaries.

XB. MoLARTY (MNurray-Wellingto.
[8.1]:- Reference has already been made
the illness of the Minister in control of U
department; and those members who occul
these benches would also like to express
gret at the Minister's enforced absence ai
to say that, whilst we hear it is most u
likely he will be returning to the House ti
session, we hope he -will he with us wh
we meet nest year and fully restored
health. I desire to say a word or two on t
vote for Native Affairs and also a few wor
on the Vote for Fisheries.

Dealing first with native affairs, I thi:
that the provision which the Minister ot
lined when introducing the Estimat
namely, to provide a certain area whe
natives might be taught agricultural a.
pastoral activities, is a very good move; I
cause, Mr. Chairman, you will realise tl
by far the overwhelming majority of ati;
are fitted for those pursuits, but fitted I
little else. Unquestionably, khey can
turned into useful farm-hands, and sot
training they will receive will he of gre
henefit to them. The Minister also s[
that there had been a reat reduction int
money which had been provided for natii
during the past year to provide ratio,
I consider it unnecessary to provide mon
for rations for natives under present cc
ditions, except, of course, for the old a
the sick. Natives today can earn all t
money they require. Their services are
demand and they are being offened hi
-wages. I notice that for the year endedt
30th June, 1944, the natives drew £C29,484
child endowment, while for the previous ye
they drew £27,440, an increase of £2,004
12 months, and I have no doubt that the
crease will continue.

Mr. Doney: There is going to be no
crease in population as far as they are ac
eerned.

. 18
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Mr, MoLARTY: One of the objects of the
revision of child endowment is to help to
warease our population; there is no doubt
bout the increase in our half-caste popula-
on. The Native Affairs Department might
ive consideration to this matter of child
idowmient and the way in which it is spent
V the natives. I am convinced that much
E it is being wasted.
The Minister f~r Lands: We have no eon-
,ol over them.
Mr. MeLARTY: No, it is a Federal matter.
Mr. Doney:- Indirectly, we could exercise
)ntrol.
The Minister for Lands: How can we?
he money is paid to the natives.
Mr. MeLARTY: The money should be
)ent wisely, It is taxpayers' money and
feel convinced that it is not being spent

isely at present. Any member who has a
iowledge of natives and the way in which
cy live will agree that there should be an
'erhaul of these child endowment payments.
Mr. Cross: Would you increase the en-
nwrnent to the natives?
Mr. MeLARTY: No, I am not suggesting
iy increase.
Mr. Doney: Does the member for Canning
iggest an increase?
Mr. Cross: No.
Mr. MoLARTY: I wish to say a word or
,o about the natives and drink. Anybody
th a knowledge of natives knows per-
etly well it is most undesirable that
cy should he supplied with intoxicating
1nor. According to the report of the Comn-
essioner of Native Affairs, he says that
iring the past 12 months only three per-
na were convicted for supplying intoxicat-
g liquor to natives, yet there were 90 con-
etions for offences by natives, and 42
!r cent. of these offences were attributable
intoxicating liquor; and for supplying in-
skcating liquor one person was fined £30,
other £25, and a third received six months'
prisonment. We know that wherever
Lives are they are getting intoxicating
nuor-in many cases in as great quantities,
they require. Wine is the drink for whic!h

ay crave; it is their weakness. The effect
it is to drive them silly and they are not

?n responsible for their actions.
Wine has a different effect upon a native
)m that produced upon a white man; the
Terence may not be seen in a native's legs.
Lit bas a unite different effect on his head.

I suggest to the Minister that he consider
overhauling the legislation which provides
for punishment of those who supply intoxi-
eating liquor to natives. Under present con-
ditions it is exceedingly difficult t get a
conviction. As I have just quoted from the
Commissioner's report, only three persons9
were con victed during the past 12 months
for that offence. At present, unless a con-
stable can 'actually see the liquor being given
to a native, he stands no chance of securing
a conviction. I understand that in a court
of law a native's word is not accepted and
F'o the prosecuting constable cannot make use
of the native's evidence. In these days, where
we have half-castes living amongst the white
population and know full well that they are
offending against the law, consideration
should be given to the evidence of the native
concerned. As I said, the time has come
when there should be an overhaul of this
legislation. The offence is regarded so ser-
iously by the Legislature that there is a
minimum penalty of £20, and a maximum
penalty of £100 and six months' imprison-
ment, if the court so decides. What I have
to say now affects native children. I pre-
sume I shall be in order in discussing the
matter' under this Vote, but it really con-
cerns the Minister for Education.

The Minister for Lands: He comes next.

Mr. MoLAR TY: It is in con nection with
the attendance of native children at schools.
The policy is nowv to provide for these
children at all State schools. I am not
raising any objection to the educating of
the native, particularly thc half-caste, as
I admit the State has a duty in that direc-
tion. I think, however, that consideration
should be given to the conditions under
which these native children live. A great
majority of themi live in camps and I think
it desirable that both the Ministers con-
cerlned-the Minister in charge of Native
Affairs and the Minister for Education-
should inspect some of these camps. If they
were to do so they -would gain valuable in-
formation.

Many white people object to half-caste
children attending State schools. I have
discussed the matter with many parents
and find that they do not object to the half-
caste children being educated, provided
these children are properly housed and
looked after. But they do object under
present conditions. 'How can the natives
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keep their children clean and free from
vermin, as well as from some diseases
which attack them, such as scabies? The
natives live in huts, with no covering on
the floor and no proper bathing facilities,
and certainly no proper sanitation. Yet
they are expected to keep their children
clean and send them to school. It is not
possible to do so under present conditions.
Not only do these native children use the
same accommodation as is provided for the
white children, but they also use the same
sanitary conveniences. I consider that to
be neither fair nor right.

There is need for the native children and
half-caste children to he taught something
about cleanliness; that is particularly im-
portant. They should be taught something
about the evils of drink, because under ex-
isting conditions they know that their par-
ents, or their elders, will get drink on every
occasion they possibly can, and they niatur-
ally grow up thinking they arc perfectly
right in doing the same thing. They see the
g-ambling that goes on. It seems to be part
Of a native's nature to gamble, and I think
that is where much of this child endow-
ment money is wasted. The children should
lie taught something about the evil of
gambling. Sanitation is one of the chief
subjects in which they should receive in-
struction. The Leader of the Opposition
told the Committee that a certain num-
ber of houses were to he built in various
centres for natives. I do not think they
would live in them very long. You, Mr.
Chairman, know, as you come from the
North, that the native is very superstitious,
and that is something we must try to cor-
rect.

Mr. Doney: Do you say the natives will
not live in those housesI

Mr. MeLARTY: Yes. I said that the
-native -was a very superstitious person.
Those of us who know the habits of the
natives know that if one dies the hut is
pulled down or they shift camp. If a native
died in a house the others would leave it.
The report of the Commissioner of Native
Affairs states that some white people leave
their house after a death has occurred in
it, and they go to another one. That is not
so with the native. He will pull down the
house if he gets the opportunity, or he will
leave it altogether. I do not know that it
is a wise provision to build these houses. If

money is spent in that way we will have
to be careful to see that the right type 01
native is given these houses.

The Minister for Lands: We will have
to be careful to see that no native dies is,
one.

Mr. MeLARTY: That is all I have to sa,3
on native affairs, and I have very little tc
say on fisheries. I approve of the sugges-
tion by the Minister that a guardian of gamx
should be appointed. We have certain gam(
in Western Australia that we are trying tc
preserve, and we have certain people wh(
do not care whether they shoot rare birdi
or animals, as long as they shoot something
If we can preserve some of the game thai
we have in this State we will he doing thi
country a service. There is much of cer
tain game that we want to get rid of.

Mr. Thorn: Is not the local constable th(
guardian of game in each district?

Mr. MeLARTY: He has something to dc
with it. If a person shoots ducks out ol
season and the policeman eatches him hE
prosecutes. The Minister also said some,
thing about taking control over fisheries
He said he was going to copy the Queens-
land Act.

The Minister for Lands: I said a eon fer
enee was called and that was advocated.

Mr. MeLARTY: I have not seen thE
Queensland Act, but I know that Queens,
land is rather keen on the idea of Stat(
trading concerns. I do not want to see an3
Government fish shops opened. I recentb
had an opportunity to talk to an officer ol
the Fisheries Branch of the C.S.I.R., and h*
is most optimistic about the wealth thai
can be derived from the fishing industr3
along our coast. He said that it could
be one of our greatest primary industries
He is certain of that. Not only are w(
short of fish in Australia, but there is an
export market for it as well. If this in-
dustry can be developed it would be wisE
for the Government to expand it to th(
fullest. In conclusion I want to say thai
the waters of the Peel inlet at Mandural,
are the chief source from which the small
fish are supplied to the metropolitan area.
These waters supply by far the greater parl
of the small fish to the whole of this par-
ticular area. In view of that I suggesi
to the Minister that now we have reached
the post-war period he should do something
to keep ttie bar at Mandurah from closing

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!
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Mr. MeLARTY: I mean the ocean bar.
It depends to a large degree on what hap-
pens to the bar as to what amount of fish
is available to the metropolitan area. it
would be wise to do something to keep that
bar open. Again, something should be done
in regard to keeping the bar open where
the Murray and the Serpentine Rivers meet
at Yunderup. I have, by way of deputation,
discussed this matter with the Minister for
Works and I do not think that there is need
for me to say anything further at this
stage.

M. DONEY (Williains-Narrogin)
[8.20]: r associate myself with the regrets
expressed by the member for Murray-Wel-
lington with regard to the very serious ill-
ness that overtook our friend the Minister
for Native Affairs. I understand that recent
reports of his condition indicate that he is
improving at a satisfactory rate, so it will
not be long before we see him back with
us. The member for Murray-Wellington
made copious references to the native prob-
lem. I am at one with him when he says
that the conditions, under which the natives
dwelling in our towns are forced to live, are
such as to preclude absolutely the possibility
of their children being clean enough to at-
tend schools. He say' s, and I agree with
him, that the fault is Qjirq. Speaking gen-
erally, I am entirely dissatisfied, and always
have been, with the native position. I re-
gret that tonight I ani not in a position to
offer anything useful towards a solution of
the many problems presented by the natives
of this State. I have been concerned in the
past with native problems in many parts of
the world, but never before have I regarded
the problem as being so difficult of solution
as it is in Western Australia. The Minister
%aid that there is today plenty of work for
the natives. He is quite right, but the nat-
ives are not too keen on working, and I
think he knows that.

The Minister for Landse: Some 6,000 are.

Mr. DONEY: His remarks about the
natives would not be in such an optimistic
;train were it not that the department, with
which he was dealing when he introduced the
Estimates, is one to which he is unaccustomed.
rhere is plenty of work but the natives are,
n my opinion-along the Great Southern in
mny ease-far less industrious than has been
,ho ease for a long while. The Minister said
no that the natives today are passing

through a period of considerable prosperity.
The prosperity that the Minister sees among
the native is an entirely spurious one. Surely
there can be no two opinions on that point.
The suggestion of prosperity among these
people arises from the child endowment pay-
ments. That money is all too frequently, as
most members know, grabbed by the hus-
band and used for two-up purposes instead
of for what it was intended, namely, to give
the children food and clothing.

I was with a farmer friend of mine about
three months ago and, with the object of
contacting a native in wham I was interested
in respect of a job he was supposed to be
doing, we went down to a certain outhouse
and stumbled across a two-up school. I
singled out the native I was interested in
and said to him, "How is the .game
progressing so far as you are con-
erned?" I read him a little bit of a lecture.
as is my habit on occasions, and he
told me-and he showed me proof too-
that during the afternoon, which was then
about three hours old, he had won £18 in
money and 40 rabbit traps. The 40 rabbit
traps were of greater concern to my farmer
friend than the £18 because this fellow was
tinder contract to catch rabbits for the
farmer and the traps were the farmer's
prop)erty. I do not blame the aborigines or
the half-castes for that sort of thing. I
think the general drabness of their lives
forces them to uise two-up and so forth for
the sake of the excitement that such pas-
times bring to their otherwise poor existence.
They have, is we well know, no ambition of
any sort. Their lives seem to be entirely
purposeless. When I meet them under these
conditions I do not feel like blaming them,
but I do feel intensely sorry for them. I
cannot see that life holds anything for these
people. The fault and the responsibility are
ours. I think, too, that in a large measure
much that contributes to the debasement of
the natives is wvhat he has, speaking in a
general way, copied from us.

With the memaber for Murray-Wellington,
I agree that the woes and worries represented
by the natives here constitute a problem that
we are in duty bound to try to solve. There
is need for an intensive inquiry. I had
hoped that it would take place this session.
I am not prepared to say what should be
done. I do not know, but I do know that
there are bits and pieces of plans in the
State, but nothing that can be worked to
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with any hope of arriving at a sensible con-
elusion. So it seems to tue that a Select
Committee or Royal Commission to inquire
into the matter is still outstanding. I think
that to a far greater degree than ever before
when we have been inquiring into matters
affecting the native and his welfare, we
should canvass the opinion of the nativc
himself. All too frequently we have been
prone to disregard him ahd his views. Wo
bring in cranks by the score and let them
hare their say, hour after hour, about the
native .but the aborigine himself is kept
outside. Incidentally I think that in the
matter of hospital treatment the member for
Canning might he answered if the endow-
nment money was set aside for the purpose

~of servicing separate hospitals for natives.

Natives, when in native hospitals, should
be nursed by native nurses. This is not
the Vote of the Minister for Agriculture, but
hie might have the same idea with regard to
native teachers in schools. It was the Min-
ister who made sonic mention of the attempt
to improve the lot of the natives by the
settlement at Wandering Brook. I am very
hopef ul about the work being done there.
The methods followed seem to be entirely
sensible and I am hoping that some good
many result fromn them. There is a great
deal that one could say but I repeat, in
closing, that I am not qualified, tonight at
any rate, to say anything at all that I feel
to be in any way a useful contribution to-
wards the native and his problems. But
T do hope that before the next session is
over we shall have sense enough to set go-
ing a commission of inquiry into the natives
with the object of improving their lot gener-
ally.

MR. LESLIE (Mft. Marshall) [8.30]: 1
join with other members who have expressed
regret at the absence of the Minister for the
North-West on account of illness, and I trust
that our expression of regret will he con-
veyed to him. I particularly regret the
Minister's absence because another Minister
had to present his Estimates, and that pre-
sentation was not complete enough to pro-
vide the Committee with as much informa-
tion as could be desired,

The Minister for Lands: I am glad I did
not give much more informnation, in view
of the talk that has been indulged in on
this Vote.

Mr. LESLIE:- That has been indulged
beca use members received so little inform
tion. We did not have as much as sue
an important department warrants.

The Minister for Lands: I am afraid yc
have not been in the Chamber to deal wi
many Estimates.

Mr. Bonny: Many Ministers in the ci
cum stances would have skipped the Eel
mates entirely!

'Mr. LESLIE: That may be, and the Mi:
ister's suggestion may be quite correct. TI
'Vote for the North-West shows that £24
has been provided, an increase of £17 cot
pared with last year's Vote. I presume th
is not all the money that is to be apei
in the North-West.

The Minister for Lands: Only by th
particular department.

Mr. LESLIE: I notice that the provisi(
is for incidentals, postages and so on.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.
Mr. LESLIE: I think the Commitb

should be told by the Minister what is
be spent in the North-West in other dire
tions.

The Minister for Lands: Other Ministe:
will be able to give that information.

Mr. LESLIE: As the North-West is r
garded as of sufficient importance to justil
the appointment of a separate Minister,
should he regarded as sufficiently importai
for the Minister to inform the Committi
just exactly what is going on in that pa'.
of the State and to let members know thi
it is not merely a matter of the expenditmi
of a paltry £200.

The Minister for Works: But you ha;
been told that this is for incidentals!

Mr. LESLIE: We have been told whi
the State intends to spend in the North, hi
apparently nothing is done.

The Minister for Works: That is not sq
Mr. LESLIE: I am going on the fad

as presented here, and unfortunately I cat
not get any information.

The Minister for Lands: You are n(
looking for information but merely makin
assertions.

The Minister for Works: Most of tli
expenditure is from loan funds.

Mr. LESLIE: There is nothing to pr(
vent the Minister from telling us what ha3
bcen done in the North and what it is ix
tended to do in the future.

18,
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The Minister for Lands. You should know
that the Chairman would prevent me from
giving you such information on this par-
ticular Vote.

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister for the Northt-
West is surely consulted regarding the ex-
penditure of money in that part of the State.
He must be aware of what is going on
there and could give us information in that
regard.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock; You are talking with
your tongue in your cheek, are you not?

Mr. LESLIE: Nothing of the sort. I
know nothing-

The Minister for Lands:- Hear, hear! You
arc quite right there.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The Minister, for Lands: It is the mnost

accurate statement you have made.
Mr. W. Hegney: And the. most truthful.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hion.

member must confine himself to the Vote
under discussion. He will he able to get
information such as he seeks from other
Ministers when they deal with their parti-
2ular departments.

Mr. LESLIE: I will accept your ruling,
Ar. Chairman, but I think that wve should
.)e provided with more information than hasi
een presented to us. I am not the only
)ne who is ignorant in that respect, for
:here are many others-but perhaps they arc
.tot game enough to confess it! Dealing-
aow with the question of fisheries, the inr-
er for South Fremautle suggested action

;hould be taken to enable fishermen. to mar-
ret their supplies under more satisfactory
monditions. I submit to the Government-
[ have in mind the statement made by the
memher for Murray-Wellington in partieu-
ar-that in the country districts we do not
inow that such a thing as a fish is ever
!aught in Western Australian waters.

The Minister for Lands: We do not see
-a much in the metropolitan area either.

Mr. LESLIE: Then I suggest there is
izuple room for action to improve the situe-
'ion.

The Minister for Lands: We must catch
he fish first.

Mr. LESLIE: We had not gone into the
,)ossihilities of the fishing industry in
gfestern Australia to an adequate degree,
jecause it is apparent that a quantity mluite
naufficient to provide for the mectropiolitan
trea, quite apart from the country districts,

is being provided uinder existing circum-
stances.

Hon. IV. D. Johnson: It is not just a
mnatter of catching the fish but a question
of whether they wvill sell them if the fish are
caught.

Mfr. Abbott:- Is it not a question of trans-
port ?

31r. LESLIE: No, it is not a question of
transport at all. That difficulty can be over-
c!ome at Easter-time when fish is in great
demiand and is only available at exorbitant
prices. In fact, fish makes its appearance
in the country districts once a year. if the
transport probleam can be overcome at that
season, it can be overcome during the rest
of the year. In any ease, goods that are
equally perishable are transported satis-
factorily, and why not fish? I earnestlyv
suggest to the Government that the ques-
tion of fish supplies for the country dis-
tricts should receive proper consideration.
If that difficulty could be overcome, the
effect would be to provide much needed re-
quirenents and to expand a vtry valuable
industry. I appeal to members represent-
ing the electorates where the fishing indus-
try is established, to interest themselves in
this problem and help to supply the re-
quirements of people who are fish-hungry.
By so doing, they will render a service not.
Only to their own electorates but to the
counitry districts as well-

Dealing now with the native question,
when this problem was discussed last year
I had little to say despite the fact that I
maintain that no member of this Chamber
has had more experience in association with
the natives than I have had. I have been
surprised at the angle from which the prob-
lem~ is tackled in Australia, and particu-
larly iii Western Australia. I do not know
how much investigation has been carried
oat regarding the native problem but, in
my opinion, scant effort has been made to
understand native psychology or to educate
the average white person to understand
the native. I find it difficult to recon-
cile some actions of the Government-
T do not refer to the present Government
but to various Governments, irrespective
of their political colour-with regard to
what has actually happened in the past
and the intentions for the future. We are
told that natives are to be segregated on
farm settlements, and that that is to be
the future policy. On the other hand, we
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have been told that it is not the policy of
.he present Government to segregate native
children with regard to their education.
Natives can work. We must not get away
'with the idea that they cannot do so. On
the other hand, the native will not work so
long as he can make his living through any
other easier channel.

Ar. W. Hegney: There arc many white
men to whomn that applies equally well.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, the native
is not alone in that respect.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for Williams-
Norrogin explained the position very well.
I was going to say that the native is with-
out a sense of responsibility, hut that hon.
member declared more effectively that the
native is without ambition or purpose in
life. With him it is "sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof," and for that reason he
lives only for today and takes no concern
for tomorrow.

Mr, Seward: Why should he!

Mr. LESLIE: He will continue along
those lines, so long as we dole out charity.
In my young days I lived on the border of
native territory in South Africa and, liter-
ally speaking, there were 2,000,000 natives
at our hackdoor.

The Minister for Lands: There is no coin-
parison between them and our natives!

Mr. LESLIE: I found their mehntality
very little different. The native of South
Africa will not work if he can be given
charity, and that applies to the Australian
native as well.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
class the Zulu and the B~asuto with our
natives?

Mr. LESLIE: No, they are of a better
type. Where any attempt is made to pro-
vide them with employment, the policy of
bringing them amongst whites only aggra-
vates the difficulty. I found that the native,
from earliest childhood, is envious of the
privileges of the white race end that envy
develops into an anti-white'race feeling.
It leads to an inferiority complex which
follows the native throughout his life; he
never escapes from it. I give all organ isa-
tions interested and Governments of all poli-
tical creeds every credit for the high ideals
that have animated them.

The Minister for Works: It might be
interesting to have the native's opinion of
the white man.

31r. LESIIE: We have had it; it is or
of pure envy. I know that members ca
Point to natives who have attained grei
heights, as I can wvith regard to Soul
African natives where some have reach(
positions of eminence through education at
opportunity. We have some types of whi
people that will never thrive outside t]
walls of Fremantle Gaol hut that does n.
s ay that because there are black she(
amongst uts, al1 whites are black! That ct
be applied equally to the natives. Becan
somne have attained success it does not met
that all natives have the same capacity.

The Minister for Works: Your logie
terrific!

Mr. LESLIE: I still cannot understax
the argument that has been advanced fro
time to time with regard to the nativ(
They are entitled to all the assistance i
can render, because we have interfer,
with their natural mode of living. Son
Africa has attempted various methods
dealing with the problem and has, foni
only one effective. In order to educate t
native to care for the future and to devell
a sense of responsibility, South Africa ii
posed a tax of £2 per head with respect
every miale native. By that means t
native is compelled to work. The money
raised is spent for the benefit of the nati
in his territory.

[Mr. J. Hegney took the Chair.]

The Minister for Mines: The native1
volted against it at first.

Mr. LESLIE: He made a lot of noise, bi
it did not get himi anywhere. Followi
upon that action, results were achieved a
the natives had to work to provide the
selves with their requirements and essent
amenities in their living conditions. T1
was done in an endeavour to creE
in the native a sense of responsibility or
purpose; hut it achieved nothing, and ted
the authorities are faced 'with the po
tion th at there is only one altei
ative:- To segregate the natives a
allow them to live their own li,
according to their owvn ideas. Attemj
were made in dozens of directions
interfere with the native laws, but th,
too, got nowhere. I suggest that ide
are all right as long as they are not
jurious; and in these cases they are, becan
the native-and particularly the eca
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native-wlien brought in to mix with
whites, suffers an inferiority complex and
never rises above that, no matter how
hard people try to raise him.

No matter how we try to absorb natives
into the white race and accustom them to
white practices, they never lose their native
qualities. Take these rumbas and the jitter
bug dances which are so fashionable! I
saw them years ago. They were practised
ages ago in Africa, from where negroes
were transported to America. Coidn ie
were established over a period of years in
America; and the evidence is there today
that the natives have not been absorbed.
Instead of their being absorbed into the
white race, the white races arc absorbing
the native ideas! Today it is fashionable
to do in our civilization what the natives
in Africa did years and years ago.

Mr. Abbott: Do you want a native colony
in Western Australia?

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, if a portion of this
country could he set aside for it; and I
do not see why it could not.

Hon, J. C. WVillcock: They have reserva-
tions.

Mr. Watts: Or even more than one por-
tion of the S tate.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. We cannot attempt
to do two things at once. We cannot separ-
ate them and at the same time try to ab-
sorh them.

Mr. Abbott: Why not absorb them?
Mr. LESLIE: We cannot. We must

segregate them and give them an opportun-
ity to develop along their own lines. It
has taken us centuries to reach our stan-
dard of civilisation-if we can call it civil-
isation to use atomic bombs to kill each
other with! To expect to take the most
backward race in the world and absorb it
into the white civilisation in a very abort
space of time is an erroneous expecta-
tion. To attempt it along the lines on
which we are attempting it today is
to make the posi 'tion very much worse.
We are only aggravating the situation;
and, instead of absorbing these people,
we shall find that we are creating a
section of the community which, because of
the inherent quality in its nature, will always
be opposed to the white man's standard. I
would ask those who are prepared to talk
about non-segregation of the native whether
any one of them is prepared to allow his

daughter to marry a native or a half-caste
or his son to marry a gin or a caste girl.
That is the only standard upon which we can
judge whether these people are qualified to
be amongst uis at the present time.

Mr. Abbott: Or a German for that wattsr.

Mr. LESLIE: That is a matter of opinion.
People ig.ht not hie prepared to marry
Germans because of propaganda, and because
of the feeling engendered during the last
few years. I would not associate with some
of them if I could help it! If a man talks
to me about the rights of the natives and
what we should and should not do
for them, and if he is prepared to
answer the question I have propounded
-if he is prepared 'to answer that
question in all honesty and his answer
is in conformity with his expressed ideas,
I would say, "Go out and do the job." Until
such time as that, he has no right to suggest
that the other fellowv is the man who should
be living with the native while he is not pre-
pared to (1o it or to have his children do it.
It is necessary for this Government to put
into practice a definite policy. I agree with
the member for Williams-Narrogin that this
question should be investigated by a com-
mission composed not of people who look at
the matter from the outside but of people
who have a knowledge of the native question.

The Minister for Lands: Who do you sug-
gest that might he?

Mr. LESLIE: Those who have been in
close association with the natives for many
years.

Mr. Watts: The member for Roebourne
would do for one.

The Minister for Lands: He would not
have many views like those of our friend.

Mr. LESLIE: In the University of South
Africa is a section devoted to the study of
the native and his past history. From five
to seven years are required to complete that
course of study into the background of the
native, and the man who qualifies is then
fitted to become one of the Government em-
ployees who go out and assist in administer-
ing native affairs. His job is not to listen
to white men who have no experience of the
natives, and many' of whom have never seen
a native, but to understand native mentality
nnd background and build up from that,
slowly and methodically raising the natives
through their own system to achieve the main
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objective desired; namely, to raise them to
a higher plane than they are accustomed to.

Mr. Abbott: Do you not think it will be
a question of the whites being segregated and
not the natives?

Mr. LESLIE: It is pretty nearly that,
whea we cousider that in the southern part
of Africa the white population, when I was
there, totalled only 1,250,000 as against the
native population of 11,000,000. But we
had no native problem to the extent that it
exists here; because there was a method of
segregation, and they realised where their
place was and so did the whites. While the
natives were envious of the whites, there was
no compelling a white child to mix with a
black. fn fact the white child was forbid-
den to do so, and the native was similarly
forbidden to mix with the whites. There
was no hard animosity, and the white man
respected tjie native who knew his place, and
the native respected the white who knew his.

Mr. Abbott: What is the native's place in
Africa?

The Minister for Lands: Keeping off the
footpath and off the trains.

Mr. LESLIE: No; that is an old propa-
ganda idea.

The Minister for Lands: I have seen it.

Mr. LESLIE: The natives and the whites
respect each other. It is only when a
foreigner comes into the country who has
no0 knowledge of native psychology thatt
damage opeurs.

The Minister for Lands: I have seen
natives kicked off a tram in Jobannesberg.

Mr. LESLIE:- We must follow some de-
finite policy. Last year the member for Roe-
bourne suggested that the Government had
no policy. From what I have seen, it appears
to me that I can confirm his statement. The
other night the Minister said that he had
visited Norseman and found a native settle-
ment within two miles of the town. He de-
plored its proximity to the town. Yet he
also says it is proposed to establish a school
of agriculture, which will he a sort of native
settlement, within 100 miles of Perth. In
view of present-day conditions, I consider
that is far too close. Why not establish the
natives in an area from which they ean ex-
tend and develop properties for themselves?

The Minister for Lands: Put them where
they could not grow anything, I suppose?

Mr. LESLIE: No. There is plenty c
country where produce could be grown an
we do not need to come within 100 milesc
Perth to find it.

Mr. Abbott: Would- not that create a
iuferiority complex?

Mr. LESLIE: No; because we woul
make the native realise that he must stain
on his own feet and not come into compet
tion with the white man in the white man
own field. The fact that Italians arc
one part of Europe and Frenchmen
another does not breed inferiority eon
plexes. There may be animosity, but ni
an inferiority complex; and there shon]
be no need for an inferiority complex I
arise if the natives were in one section
this country and the whites in another. I
the natives work in their own area an
reach a standard equal to ours, they wi
naturally move amongst us eventually. Bi
to endeavour to force the position is on]
to make it a lot worse.

'We hear more discussion and more crit
cism of native affairs today than we evi
heard in Western Australia although it
not a problem that has only just arise
It has been with .us for some time, but
did not arise --o acutely before we a
tempted to interfere with natural procese
B~ecause we have now attempted to do tha
our difficulties are intensified; and they ai
going to be worsie without getting any be
ter, so far as I can see. I hope the attitu(
of the department on this question will I
changed; that it will be approached from
different angle; and that department
officers who have not had a close assoei
tion with natives and an understanding
their nature will be willing to allow a coo
plete investigation to be made with ti
hope of evolving something acceptable I
the natives and the white men. We waj
something not based merely on the human
tarian ideal of elevating- the natives to ti
white man's standard-a humanitarian ide
which is excellent but is only resulting
aggravating the problem because of the ivi
practical mnethods being used-but somethis
that will definitely improve the lot of ti
natives and give effect to that ideal.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [8.571: In ti
report of the Vermin Royal Commission
was suggested that kangaroos be brougl
under the Vermin Act. At present the

1K
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Lre known as game, and the member for
4urray-Wellington referred to the preser-
-ation of game in different districts. That
s not so in my district. I have just re-
cived permission for the local authorities
o destroy some of the game. I hope that if
he Government does not apply the recoin-
nendation of the commission to all districts.
twill apply it to some districts where it

s essential. In my electoral district kan-
:aroos do a tremendous lot of damage, and
.am quite sure this Chamber will be stir-

wrised to know that on sdveral occasions I
,ave applied for a permit from the Fisheries
)cpartment to destroy as many as 5,000
:aaroos. I refer to the area just north
,f Gingin from the Moore River to the
oast; and in no time those animals, were
Iestroyed. I have just been successful on
'ehalf of the road hoard in having that
.res thrown open for six months. That is
s much as the local constable, who is the
:uardian of game, would recommend to the
'isheries Department. That department
ent up two inspectors who were shown
hrough the country and I have been
hrough myself and seen the kangaroos.
;kin-, bring a good price now, and in this
ix months there will be from 10,000 to
5,000 destroyed in that area.

When I was younger I saw kangaroos in
aobs of 100 to -150 in the Premier's elec-
orate north of Carnarvon, and I chased
hem on horseback many a time just for
he fun of it. Now the same sort of thing
an be seen north of Gingin. Kangaroos
,re there in hundreds and destroy whole
rops. Not only that, but on the coastal
ountry, which is some of our main cattle
ountry, where some of the finest bullocks
a the State are raised, they are cleaning
ut all the best feed. So, having explained
he position existing in that country, I
ope the Government will see fit to examine
hat portion of the commission's report
uggesting that kangaroos should he de-
lared vermin and will apply the declara-
ion to districts -where its application is
-ecessary. I am sure that in my district,
ri the area I have mentioned, it is absolutely
ecessary. Kangaroos are cleaning up a
rent deal of feed in that country. They
an ' be seen in groups of 50 or 100. As
ar as the eye can see, there are groups of
angaroos and emus. I shall be pleased
D report to the House the effect of this six
ionths' shooting. There will be a tally,

because the skins will be checked, and I
feel sure that 10,900 or 15,000 kangaroos
will be destroyed in that time. I hope the
Government will consider declaring kan-
garoos vermin in districts where it is neces-
sary.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [9.1]: 1
had hoped the Minister might be able to say
a little more about the investigation of the
fishing resources of the North-West coast
that have resulted from the work done by the
Commonwealth. I think he said the report
had not yet keen received, hut I have been
led to understand, by persons who assisted
in that investigation, that the results have
been astonishingly good though unfortunately
most of the fishing wvill he school fishing,
which can be fished beyond the three-mile
limit. That presents a problem for the State
because, if mother-ships are sent out from
foreign countries, they are sure to fish inside
the three-mile limit as well as outside it, and
in other ports of the world that has caused
a great deal of trouble.

It is, well known that on at least two
occasions America claimed the right to con-
trol the waters of her coasts to a distance of
ten miles, once in the matter of liquor, and
again on the question of oil. T know this is
not a State matter but I suggest that the
Government might consider it before it be-
comes so serious as to raise problems that
may not be capable of solution. It might
be worth while for the Minister to give con-
sideration to that point as soon as possible.
Undoubtedly we have one of the finest fishing
rounds in the world off our coast and I

would like to see it preserved for Western
Australia,

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Harbours end Lights and Jetties,

£4 7 ,9 53-agreed to.
Voe -Fisheries, £8,584:
itemn, salaries and allowances, etc., £6,434.
M1r. NORTH: I wish to deal with river

cormorants, known as shags. Some years ago
the question was raised as to their effect on
fish in the river and the then Chief Inspector
and others concerned argued that the shags
did no harm. On that occasion a permit was
granted to certain sportsmen to shoot shags
and the matter earne to a beadi when the
shags f ell into Butler's Swamp and were left
to die there, causing a stench which brought
complaints from local residents. Members
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beard a strong speech tonight on the matter
of checking the river cormorants. In the
days when the Chief Inspector thought they
ii'ere doing no harm I believe he was in-
fluenced by those permits. I trust that
matter will again be raised by the Govern-
ment. I support the remarks of the mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie.

Mr. DONEY: I n~otice that the number of
inspectors has been increased from nine to
11. Would the Minister tell the Committee
what extension of work there is to just ify
that increase, and from what source the two
extra inspectors were securedl' I notice the
item "clerks."t They might have come from
there, or possibly from some outside depart-
ment. If so, from what department did they
come 7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
in a position to tell the member for Williams-
'Narrogin exactly where those men came
from. The staff is chosen by the Chief In-
spector, who picks his own men. Tt would
obviously be of no use to put a clerk on as
an inspector of fisheries unless he knew
something shout it. The extension of the
fisheries necessitates the employment of more
inspectors. The member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie told the Committee tonight that it
would take another six to look after crabs
alone.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote-North-West Genaerall, £200-
agreed to.

Vote- Forests, B169,586:

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [9.8]: I appeal
to the Clovernment to adopt the recom-
mendations made by the member for Swan
in his maiden speech in this House on the
throwing open of the rich gullies in the
forestry reserves. There is a great number
of these valuable gullies that do not grow
marketable timber. The timbher grows on
the heights and hillsides and one has only
to travel through my district and that of
the member for Swan to see some of the
finest orchards in the State established in
,such gullies. A great number of such gul-
lies is to he found on the ranges, tied up
in 'water catcbhments and forestry reserves,
and they could he released if surveyed out.
They would be a great avenue for settle-
inerJ, if5 a guaranteed rainfall area, where
small areas would produce a lot and would
mean a good living -for thoac settled on

them. At the last Returned Soldiers' Con,
ferenee in this State there was a resolu.
tion of this nature brought forward, in the
land section. and some valuable contribu-.
tions were made to the debate on these
gullies.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The selfish people
want the gullies.

Mr. THORN: The member for Gerald-
ton mnisunderstands mec. These gullies dc
not grow timber. There is a small-minded
attitude of the Forestry Department beiiip
ventilated through our es-Premier, whe
says that selfish people want the gullies
It is not selfish people.

The Mlinister for Mines: What area
would be involvefl

Mr. THORN: There arc forestry re-
serves right down through the Poekinghatr
area and beyond.

31r. Albbott: Would not the fire risk Nx
increased 7

Mr. THORN: The clearings would he
firebreaks. The first thing that a mar
does when lie settles on the land is to en.
deavour to protect his p)roperty from fire
and to ensure that. fire does not get away

Mr. Abbott: IHe makes provision againsi
fire getting in, hut not against it gebtinE
out.

Mr. THORN: That is not so. That iE
a one-eyed view to take, and a reflectior
on the settler, as much as to say that he
protects his own property and lets the fine
go. There are any number of responsible
settlers in this country, as well as respon.
sible businessmen, and they do not do thai
sort of thing.

Ron, J. C. Willcock; There are a lot oi
irresponsible people, also.

Mr. THORN: There are irresponsible
people in this Chamber, I am putting for.
w ard what I think is a helpful suqggestior
to the Government.

The Minister for Lands: It is not a nem
one.

Mr. THORN: I am getting a good hear-
ing from the Minister for Lands, because
he knows the value of this suggestion from:
the settlement point of view. The mattei
was brought up at the Land Congress ol
the Returned Soldiers' League. The mem.
her for Swan, who is a man experienced
in horticulture, brought it forward, and I
do niot think he has any selfish motives ir
the matter. He knows the value of those

18311:
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gullies and how valuable they would be to
future settlement when we have to look fur-
ther afield. We should not think we can
carry-on as we have done in the past. This
country must be populated and people must
be given encouragement to go on the land.
If there is suitable land close to our cities
we should make it available. We have had
the experience of sending men out into the
far eastern wheatbelt, where they lived a
life of semi-starvation, but now we have
this opportunity and I bring forward a
suggestion to the Minister for Lands and
ask him to look into the question. I ask
that wherever he finds an area where gul-
lies ean be made available for settlement
he will endeavour to have them thrown
open.

MIR. DONIY (Williams-Narrogin)
(0.12]:- I support the remarks of the member
for Toodyny. No-one on this side of the
Chamber is so foolish as to decry the value
of reafforestation or any other aspect of
forestry work in this State. A splendid
contribution to progress in this State was
made by Mr. Kessell, the Conservator of
Forests, and that work is being continued
today by the present Conservator. We realise
that it is necessary for the forestry officials
to exercise great care that the best timber
country is not let to settlers, and thus used
for purposes other than growing timber. At
the same time we know that forestry officers
throug-h an excess of zeal, sometimes insist
on keeping closed areas which should he
thrown open to settlement. There are many
areas that should he thrown open and, by
following up requests that ore made to that
end, we find that by and by such pieces of
country are thrown open.

I have in mind an area situated between
Bulading, a place weit of Darken down to
and 11 or, 12 miles beyond Collie. In that
area, known as the Collie Forests Area,
there is a number of very rich gullies
upon which, as some member on may right in-
terjected a while ago, no marketable timber
grows, but for some strange reason, respon-
sible officers of the department insist upon
retaining them. I ask the Minister whether
all the land likely to be involved in the catch-
meat for the enlarged Wellington Darn is
to he closed ertirely to settlement. Recent
applications that I have been supporting
for prospective settlers have been turned
down on the plea that all the land situated

between Bulading and the point west of
Collie must be reserved for the purpose of
a water catchment.

The Minister for Lands: If it were suit-
able for soldier settlement, it could not be
taken up.

Mr. DONEY: What does the Minister
mean by saying that it could not be taken
lip9c

The Minister for Lands: It would have to
be reserved for returned soldiers.

Mr. DONEY: The Minister does not know
whether the applicants are returned soldiers
or not. The reply is not that the land can-
not be granted to the applicants; it is that
it cannot be granted to anyone because it
has been reserved for the Wellington Darn
catchment purposes. I admit that the
Minister has only recently taken over the
department and might not have the infor-
mation, but if he has the information I would
like to know whether the decision is to keep
that land in reserve.

RON. J. 0. WILLOOCK (Geraldton)
[9.17]: 1 hope there will not be any tinker-
ing with the policy of forest reservation in
this State.

Mr. Doney: The references I made should
not he regarded as tinkering with the policy.

Hon. J, C. WILLCO OK: Year after year
we have to listen to special pleading for some
little area that somebody wants in a forest
area, even at the risk of incurring danger
by fire in the forest area. I bad some years
of administering this department and I know
it is doing excellent work. Each year a list
of revocations is submitted to Parliament.
When any good reason is advanced for
throwing open an area for settlement, the
department has not been unreasonable in
revoking the reserve for the growing of
timber.

The timber industry is one of the big in-
dustries, one of the big assets and one of
the best heritages we have, and we would he
extremely foolish to interfere with its suc-
cessful exploitation. We ought to realise
that two-fifths of the timber required in
Australia has to be imported, and so this
does not seem to be a time when we should
tinker with our timber reservations with it
view to reducing them further, even if some-
body could grow a few apricots, peaches or
other fruits in one of the gullies or creeks
that contain good soil and might support

1836
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half a settler. This endeavour to break down
our forest policy is made almost every time
the Estimates arc discussed. The former
!nember for Nelson, Mr. J. H. Smith, made
of it a hardy annual. He had many inter-
views with the officials and every reasonable
request was agreed to in the way of opening
comparatively smnall. areas where a few set-
tiers could be placed. To put one settler
on a block five miles out in the bush and pro-
vide roads for him because he might be able
to grow oranges, peaches or apples a little
better than they could be grown elsewhere,
would be quite wrong.

'Mr. Thorn: Or carrots!1

I-on. J. C. WIILCOCL(: Parrots, too.
By this nibbling at our forest areas, it would
be easy to break down the whole forest policy
of the State, and to do so would he entirely
and absolutely shortsighted. We hear a
great deal of criticism of the railways, but
the department earns more per ton per mile
from the product of the timber industry
than from anything else it transports. The
forest produets of this State in ordinary
times are worth over £1,000,009, and the in-
-dustry employs over 2,000 people directly.
Butt when someone picks out a small area
suitable for orange or vegetable growing, we
are asked to break down a, polity of forest
-conservation that has been -affirmed over
the years. Ooodncss knows we butchered
*our forests for a good many years. Only
since 1920 have we had a real forest policy,
and it is the envy of other States. I hope
that this little piece of propaganda about
settling one or two returned soldiers on
forest areas will not succeed in breaking
d1own our forest -policy. I issue this ward
of warning that we should he very jealous
,of the timber -resources of the State. We
have some of the best timber in the world.
Many countries would like to have the
-equal of it, and they take all sorts of care
of their reserves. We have the rainfall and
the climatic conditions for growing good
timber, and we know that it will be in
much greatter demand as time goes on.
Members would not be well advised to im-
portune the Minister to open. up forest re-
servations and permit those reservations
to be gradually nibbled away.

I should like to pay a trihute to the ex-
Conservator of Forests, Mr. Kessell, who
came to this State when quite a young man
and has done excellent work over the 20 or
2.5 years he was in control of our forests.

He has won encomiums from forest auth
rities of worldwide repute for the polh(
laid down in this State. In Victoria disa
trous fires burnt the wonderful asset
mountain ash in that State, and Ministe
and officials came here to learn how fir
were prevented and the forests were coi
trolled. As I said, we have embarked on
policy that is the envy of other States, at
mnost of this has been possible because %'
had a young man in charge full of entha
iasm and a lover of the work. In his d
parture to another position, a great pub]
servant has been lost to this State.

Mr. Thorn: Could not we keep him?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The Commo
wealth, recognising Mr. Kessell 'a gre
capacity and ability, miade him Timb
Controller for war purposes during the w
period. This brought Mr. Kessell in
touch with big business concerns in ME
bourne and Sydney. Big people becac
acquainted with his great technical knoi
ledge and commercial ability and made hi
an attractive offer.

Mr. Read: Why not pay him to cor
back?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: To do so,
think we would have to pay him more ti
£5,000 a year.

Mr. Read: It might be cheap to do so.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: It might I
His successor, Mr. Stoats, has ability ru
fling on different lines but still of gre
value to the State from the standpoint
his forestry knowledge and the policy la
down. This policy will be caried on by tI
present occupant of the office and will mal
the position of forestry secure in this Stat
Mr. Kessell is greatly interested in tI
future of our forestry and timber indust
and, when he comes here, will be able
give the benefit of his advice,' whenever
is sought. Having received an offer of co
siderable financial benefit to himself whii
gives him even greater scope-a position
connection with paper manufacture and tl
utilisatioA of forest products-he felt
his duty to accept it. I am pleased to pi
this tribute to his work.

MR. GRAHEAM (East Perth) £9.28]: B
cause of what has aptly been termed I
the member for Geraldton the "nibblir
process'' regarding our State forests, I wi!
to say a few words on this matter. Evei

18:
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member is fully seized with the value of
the wonderful asset this State has in its
forests. Yet there does appear to be a ten-
dency on the part of some people, Probably
for selfish ends or to ingratiate themselves
with settlers or prospective settlers, to
sacrifice this wonderful asset of which so
much has been said. As has been pointed
out by the member for Geraldton, who was
formerly Minister for Forests, the depart-
ment is fully aware of its responsibilities
to the State, apart altogether from the tim-
ber apect. It is generally appreciated that
we have forests consisting of islands of
timber with numerous projections, and all
sorts of administrative and other difficul-
ties occur as a natural consequence. The
administrative costs tend to become really
top heavy. It is generally realised that if
at small area is granted to a settler, not
much time elapses before he finds it essen-
tial to seek additional land, either because
the original area is insufficient for his pur-
pose or because he desires to make exteri-
sions for other purposes. When one far-
mer is settled in a valley, he has started the
rot and then other settlers niove to secure
adjoining land. So, as has been pointed
out, this nibbling process, once allowed to
'tart, is very difficult indeed to stop.

Although it might appear on the surface
that low-lying land, by and large, is not
timber-bearing-that is, from a marketable
point of view-nevertheless those who are
familiar with our forestry methods are
aware of the fact that belts on low-lying
portions are left. They are known as fire-
breaks, that is, an area between two fire
lines, from which the undergrowth is ct
and periodically burnt, so that if a forest
fire commences it shall be confined, if pos-
sible, to a compartment instead of being
allowed to spread over the whole of the
forest. If the more low-lying and fertile
areas are granted to selectors, it means
that these firebreaks, which usually average
10 chains in width, will have to stretch part
of the way up the hills. Accordingly there
will thus be an encroachment upon what is
actually forest country, suitable for raising
timber of a marketable value. In addition.
as members are probably aware, there is a
whole network of roads and other com-
munications throughout the length and
breadth of the forest country. It therefore
stands to reason that the forestry wvorker7,
in order to get from one point to another,

instead of being able to proceed direct will
have to make a considerable detour. There
is no gainsaying the fact that once holdings
are established within a State forest area,
the fire hazard is substantially increased.

One has only to glance at the annual re-
port of the Forests Department to aseer-
tain the large number of fires that are
caused either by travellers or by landhold-
ers in the vicinity, or by the children of the
latter. I would say, therefore, that we
should be prepared to sacrifice the small
areas-if it is a saerifice-which possibly
could be made available to selectors, in view
of the fact that many million pounds of
wealth is likely to he prejudiced because of
their existence in the midst of the forest
country. There is the added difficulty with
which the Forests Department will be con-
fronted in the event of these areas being-
made available for selection. What I desire
to' ezuphasise above all else is the fact that
this practice, once started, is difficult to dis-
contianue so far as the individual settler is
concerned. It certainly is exceedingly diffi-
cult to reason with other persons desirous
of taking up holdings. It should be pointed
out, too, that as a rule there is no definite
deniarcation of? classes of timber. The
farmer notes the type and extent of the
timber upon his holdings and observes that
just outside his boundary fence the timber
is not greatly different. He immediately
develops a complex and feels that the
Forests Department is adopting a dog-i-
the-manger attitude. While I think that ex-
perience lies shown that there exists be-
tween farmer., and the Forests Department
[lie greatest goodwill imaginable, in those in-
stances where the properties abut on forest
reserves, and I am sure there is the greatesit
co-operation in combating fires, I sincerely
hope that this gradual nibbling into forest
reserves, which are such a tremendous asset
to the State, will be discontinued.

Mr. Seward: I ask the Minister, through
you, Mr. Chairman, whether he is going to
give us any direction on these Estimates.

The M1inister for Lands: After eight
members have spokenI I did not have a
chance to get on my feet.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

MR. OWEN (Swan) [0.3-5]: I would like
to associate myself with the member for
Geraldton in the remarks he made about our
ex-Conservator of Forests. I think Mr.



[13 NXOVEMBETi, 1945.1

Kessell did a wonderful amount of good
work in the interests of forestry in this
State, and I think we must all regard it
-is a matter of regret that we could not
keep him here. Unfortunately, that is the
way with many of our men, particularly
our technicians, who, because our Govern-
ment does not pay them sufficient, look to
more -remunerative fields in other States. I
also agree with the member for Geraldton
that we have a wonderful asset in our jarrab
and karri forests; but I still think there is
room for better co-operation between agri-
culture and forestry. In the Swan electorate
there arc many settlers living happily with
the Forests Department. I agree that some-
times settlers are blamed for setting fires,
but I am not sure that this could be sheeted
home to them, because they are interested
in our forests, even in those forests 'just
over the fence. They try to work in har-
mnony with the Forests Department.

Hon. J. C. Willcoek: I think they do.

Mr. OWEN: In advocating the opening
of some of the gullies that have been men-
tioned for agricultural p)urposes, I never
for one moment suggested that they should
he opened in a widespread or general man-
tier. When any areas aire excised from
forest reserves, that is done with the con-
sent of the department. If any area is
considered to be suitable for forest pur-
poes it is never let go for agricultural pur-
poses. I maintain that many of those areas,
because they are not suitable for forests,
would be better devoted to agriculture.

Ron. J1. C. Willeock: The Forests Depart-
ment adopts a reasonable attitude.

Mr. OWEN: The department has not been
at all unreasonable to settlers applying for
adjoining land, hut still there are many areas
of forest land which could he better utilised
for agriculture. The member for East Perth
said that firebreaks, would have to be shifted
further uip the hills to make wany if the gul-
lies were taken up by settlers. I disagree
with that, because if the settlers occupied
the gullies there would be no need for addi-
tional firebreaks; the orchurds or gardens
would act as firebreaks.

The member for East Perth also mentioned
roads through forests, but those roads could
also serve the settlers. If new roads had
to be constructed for the settlers, they could
be utilised for the Forests Department, thus
enabling the department's employees to move
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freely through the forest areas. Anoth
suggestion-I think the department has givi
consideration to it in a modified way-
the use of some of those gully lands for t.
growing of pine forests. That has be
done to a great extent in the Mundarii
Weir area, Hundreds of acres there a
devoted to pine forests, which are doii
remarkably well. In the metropolitan ar
we have quite a few pine forests. In spea
ing with an official of the Forests Depai
meat, he mentioned to me what wonderl
results had been obtained by the use
artificial manure and, in some instances, t
addition of minor elements to the soil.
has been demonstrated that on very po
soil in our coastal plain pines can be row
and that is a most useful means of utilisi:
those poor lands. But compared with pir
grown in the hills, particularly along t
low-lying areas, the growth made by thc
on the sandplain is very poor indeed.
the Forests Department cannot see its w
clear to open up these areas to agricultu'
it should utilise more of them for pine pIe
tations.

The war has brought home to us the ne
for softwoods in this State. We have lar
areas of hardwoods, mainly jarrab, hat
tuart, wandoo and others, but we are at
definite disadvantage whea it comes to so
woods. The pines grown here, radiata a
the pinasta, are quite suitable for many i
for which we have imported timber in yei
gone by. It had always been said that pin
insignis is an inferior sort of timber ti
could only be used for rough pseking-eas
But many members have probably seen so
of that timber that has been sawn a
dressed and used for table-tops, etc. Api
from its use in packing-cases, it is qu
a valuable timber. Although oar Forests Y
partmcnt has a wonderful asset in its hai
woods, and it is hoped that it will contin
to exercise proper control over the milli
of those forests so that they will be kept
perpctuity. I think it should expend
little more effort in the convers i
of sonic of our country to pine force
ei thier in the cut-over areas or th(
where jarrah, kerr and other hai
woods do not thrive. Again, reverting
that sore point of opening up gullies J
agriculture, I think there is room for so
of those areas, with the consent of I
foresters concerned, to be opened up to oti
industries, particularly fruit and garden ii
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so that they can be built up fairly close
to the metropolitan area.

MR. HOLMA4N (Forrest) [9.43]: 1 wish
to add my expression of regret on the loss of
our ox-Conservator of Forests, Mr. Wessell.
As the member for Forrest, T had a high
regard for him and I have been thankful for
the assistance he has given me in his capacity
of Conservator. I much regret that this
State has lost his services. H~e has gone,
evidently, to a more remunerative job. In
going back over the history of the Forests
Department, we see that officers, one by
one, have left this State. Although
they have set down a policy that we are
prVoud of, the persons wvho formulated it
are no longer with us. We have the spectacle
of the machine being left by the driver.
I can go right hack to about 1918 when we
had Mr. Benjamin and Mr. Boas and others
who have since gone. There must be some
weakness causing the drift. I do not think
we have far to go to find the fault. I
believe it is because we dio not offer them a
sufficient salary. Mtr. Benjamin is, I un-
derstand, employed at Boyer, and Mr. Boas
is with the C.S.I.R. in Melbourne. Mr.
Kessell has gone to one of the big paper
firms. In my maiden speech in 1939 I went
to a lot of trouble to place before this
Chamber facts dealing with the retarding of
any efforts directed towards the manufac-
ture of paper pulp) in Western Australia. I
also produced evidence of the fact that there
were samples of a paper pulp made in this
State.

A well knowvn fact, contained in the ye-
port of the Forests Department dealing with
paper pulp-it is not called that but "Sur-
vey of Rawv Material in Western Australia
for a Pulping IMill"-is that a series of tests
were made by Messrs. Benjamin and Boas as
far back as 1918. Just after that time I was
at the Technical College myself and had an
opportunity to see some of these expeiments.
But the people who make the experi-
meats and find out anything about our timber
by-products are taken from us That is why
we have not gone far in the exploitation of
the by-products of the timber industry of
this State. Having in mind a question that
was asked of me by the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin when I made a speech on a
previous occasion and referred to the by-
products of timber in the United States of
America, I wrote to the various depart-

ments of that country concerned with timber-
and forests and asked for furtber informa-
tion about the by-products of timber there.
The literature I received in reply is really
amazing, not only as regards the steps taken
there, but the extent to which the United
States have gone in advertising the value
of their forests. I will refer to some of these
facts later.

The position I started to outline is that
I am very sorry Western Australia is to be
continually losing its keymen to the financial
interests of the Eastern States. The sooner
the Government takes that aspect into con-
sideration, the greater will be the progress,
not only of the Uimber industry and the
utilisation of its by-products, but of other
undertakings. I have expressed my thanks
to Mr. Wessell, and I also wish to express
them to the Deputy Conservator, Mr. Stoat.
He has filled Mr. Kersell's position for the
past fewv years. I can recall no single occa-
sion when he has refused me any informa-
tion that would he of value to me or my
electors As a smatter of fact, both he and
Mr. Wessell have gone a long way to give
satisfaction in every respect.

Mr. Thorn: Have they done anything
they should not do?

Mr HOLMAN: I will talk about that
later. I have probably more respect for
them than for the interjection that has
just been made. At all times they have
greatly assisted me in every respect. I know
they have troubles in the matter of land
settlement, and on many occasions I have
had applications sent in by settlers and
would-be settlers in my electorate who
wanted land allocated to them by the
Forests Department. I know the difficul-
ties that arise and I do not blame the de-
partment for not giving way in the case of
isolated settlers, but I have some comment
on eases where the department will not
consider expanding settlements already es-
tablished. It has been argued in this Chamn-
ber tonight that, because a settler has been
given some land, sooner or later, by a pro-
cess of development, he will need further
land. That is so, but because he needs
further land we should not say that a mis-
take may have been made in the first place,
and then refuse him further land. Once we
have provided him with some land in a
forestry area and it becomes apparent that
the settlement should be extended, that
should be done. I know of a ease at pre-
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sent where a certain amount of land was
granted and for at least two years the set-
tier has been trying to get an extension of
the property.

Many arguments have been put forward
by the department for refusing to grant
further land. One argument has been put
forward in this Chamber this evening; that
is; the fire dangeCr- Once the settlement is
there I do not think the fire risk would be
increased by increasing the size of the set-
tlement. If we allow a new isolated settle-
ment there is straightaway a new fire risk,
but that is not the ease where a settlement
is already established. A settler who takes
up land by virtue of the goodwill of the
Forests Department is expected to provide
certain facilities such as fire-breaks, and
if that is properly done it will assist the
department. in quelling fires and lessening
fire risks. I think, theref ore, the depart-
ment should be more lenient to these settlers.
When the proposed soldier settlement scheme
comes into being I wonder whether it will
be the policy of the department to place at
those settlements mills to utilise the timber
cleared off the land. I understand that the
(iovernment is not going to use much vir-
gin laud if it can be avoided, but I hope
that if virgin land is acquired for this pur-
pose the timber wvill not he wasted as has
been the case in the past.

I notice, from the report of the Forests
IDepartment, that Western Australia is one
of the few States that will have timber to
export, but we should still utilise every
piece of timber possible. I congratulate
the Forests Department on its new scheme
of settlement. It is a scheme, that I have
advocated in this Chamber for the better-
nient of timber workers generally. At
Dwellingup the department is building a
settlement of .30 or 40 houses and it is
bringing to that settlement forestry
workers from the outback areas of the dis-
trict. There it is going to establish a com-
munity centre that will enable the wives
and children of forestry men to have
amenities such as can be p)rovided at flwel-
lingup. There they will have better school-
ing and many other facilities. That is a
step forward for the betterment of the de-
partment's workers, and I hope to see thalt
policy carried further in the near future.

The next point with which I wish to deal
is the matter of roads in the timber country.
S-ome such roads, arc in a shocking condi-

tion and the local governing bodies are no
doing their job on them. Their excuse i
that they collect few licenses from moto
vehicles and they use that excuse to avozi
doing practically any work on the roads
On certain occasions bridges have bee:
burned dowvn or washed away and worker
have been isolated to a degree, but still th
local governing bodies have said they ha
not the money to do the necessary wort
as they were not receiving revenue fror
the centres concerned. I think the depari
ment has great use for those roads an
bridges and I know it has done a greE
amount of work to assist in keeping thez
in repair. It has often fallen on the shou
der% of the Forests Department to do sue
repairs and to provide machinery such z
graders, and so on, for the work. I thin
there should be some reform under whic
the Forests Department could take ov(
those roads altogether, and do awe
with this nonsense of their being und(
the control of local groverning bodli
that will not do the job. I sugge
that the Minister should seriously coi
aider that view. The department has hec
doing the work that local governing bodi'
have been neglecting. I do not say thL
this applies to all local governing bodie
Some of them have tried to assist; son
have stated that they have not the nee
san' revenue because of the areas of Crox;
land along the roads.

Apropos of this matter, I would like
mention the bridge between Nanga Brat
and Dwellingnp. I approached the Ma
Roads Department and asked 'what it pr
posed to do about the bridge, which w
burnt out in the flirst place and then 'w
completely washed away by the floods. T1
reply I received was that nothing was beji
done because no request had been receiv
from the road boards concerned-the Drak(
brook and AMrray Road Boards. In ad(
tion to writing, I visited the Drakesbroi
board at 'Wiroona and placed the positi'
before the secretary. The latest letter
cived from him, dated last month, stat
that the board is not contemplating xi
action for the restoration of the bridge. XY
that hoard collects the revenue from t
people affected. The 'Murray Road Boai
which collects no revenue, has requested t
Main Roads Board to do something a
hais indicated its willingness to co-operate.

184
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The utilisation of waste products has re-
ceived some mention. in the report of
the department for the year ended the 30th
June, 1945. The following is the refer-
once:

The Forests Products Utilisation Panel,
established within the department to report
on matters relating to the utilisation of forest
products, continued to function. Consideration
has been given to extending the use of Western
Australian timbers for paper pulp, handles,
plywood, furniture and minor purposes such
as clothes pegs and smokers' pipes. Ia addition, the commercial possibilities of local fibres
and barks have also been given attention.

That is all the information given, and I
should like to know how far the consideration
has gone. We know that the transition
period from war to peacetime economry is
the time when these by-products should be
available. As I stated earlier, the United
States of America has been preparing for
this time for many years, in fact Jpracti-
cally since the war started. It has adver-
tised the fact extensively, has provided funds,
and pointed out the tremendous possibilities
for the utilisation of wood plastics during
the post-war period. Yet we in this State
do not seem to have got very far. One of
the American publications states that it is
contemplated that in 1046 there will be a
35 per cent. increase over 1940 in the air-
craft industry and that plastics, in their use
for aircraft, will share in the increase. The
publication stressed the following:-

The automotive field presents rich possibili-
ties for the use of plastic materials in the
form of protective coatings and various items
of electrical apparatus, clocks, handles, and
other parts too numerous to mention.

I have mentioned this matter because of the
announcement in the Press of the possibility
of Australia's building automobiles for its
own requirements. Here, then, is a possible
outlet for our forests products. Wood plas-
ties are being used extensively in A merica
for the manufacture of automobile bodies and
also for aeroplane and other industries. The
publication stated-

The 1941 model (motorcar) used sonmc 1ie
plastic parts, with a total of more than 225
possible plastics, and the possibilities are that
the ear itself may be made of plastic bonded
material.

This is one direction in which we might turn
our attention even at this late stage, namely,
to the utilisation of waste products of the
forests. There are many other aspects I
should like to deal with, hut on some future

occasion I hope to place the information be-
fore members.

I am disappointed that nothing has been
done towards establishing the rayon indus-
try in this State. Last year I questioned
the Minister for Industrial Development on
the subject and he announced that rayon
interests from the other side of the world
were making inquiries as to the possibilities
of using Australia as one of their centres.
The Minister also said that the State Govern-
ment's efforts were directed towards the
manufacture of rayon yarn to supply Aus-
tralian weavers. Recently the Press an-
nounced that a company was establishing an
industry in New South Wales at very large
cost.

[Mr. 1?odoreda resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Watts: Five million pounds.

Mr. HOLMAN: And we are left in the
background.

Mr. Watts: Just as well, perhaps.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am hopeful from in-
formation that has reached me that the re-
presentatives of a Swiss company will be
visiting Western Australia shortly to make
further investigations. I am bringing this
matter forward because the base for making
rayon is mainly wood. There, again, we
hhve tremendous possibilities for the utili-
sation of our timber. Another form of wood
plastics has been developed in the United
States. It is made from hardwood, and we
may have the counterpart of that hardwood
here. It is called hydroxylin and is made in
two forms-moulding powder, and laminat-
ed sheets, both from hardwood wastes. It is
relatively hard and strong, has high elec-
trical resistance and can be cut with machine
tools like metal. It is relatively light in
weight and bonds wvell to metals, such as
brass, bronze and aluminium.

I would like to see some report upon the
development of our own hardwoods in this
respect. As I have said, we get very little
information in the report of the department.
I suggest to the Minister that it would be
well for the department, or for the Forests
Iltilisation Panel, to issue some propaganda
advertising our forests and our timbers and
showing what they are used for and what
they could be used for. In this way, we might
get somewhere. It is stated in one of the
publications that I have received that a
tree is a laboratory, and one of the most
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remarkable laboratories in the world. If we
could but publicise our timber in a suitable
fashion, I feel sure there -would be a very
bright future for our forests.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [10.12]: 1 doj
not wish to take up much time, but I think
the Minister might give us sonic information
about his department. The question I desire
to bring up is firewood. I drew attention
to it last year, when a lot of money was ex-
pended in providing firewood for Perth. I
drew the Minister's, attention on that occa-
sion to tho mills in our country districts
where timber was being burnt night and day,
because railway trucks were not available to
haul it to Perth. At a place within ten
miles of such a timber mill foreigners were
employed cutting firewood for use in Perth.
What is the position this year? Is an end to
he put to the employment of aliens on this
work? What was the cost of the work done
last year, and what was received for the fire-
wood sold? I should be glad if the Minister
would supply that inforwation.

TEE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Bon. A.
H. Panton-Leederville) [10.13] : Firewood
was cut last year because of the tremendous
shortage in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Seward: But the mills were burning
it night and day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The mills
are always burning wood. Ever since I have
been in Western Australia, for some reason
or other, timber which is unsuitable for fire-
wood has been burnt in that way. The fire-
wood cut last year amounted to about 70,000
loads, but this year there has been a. slacken-
ing of supplies, owing to the fact .that war
prisoners and aliens are not available to do
the work. I have been given to understand
that private enterprise will have to take
care of firewood supplies this year. As a
niatter of fact, we have sufficient firewood
to keep us supplied to the end of the year.
We are notifying the woodyard proprietors
that they must make their own arrange-
ments now and not depend any more on the
Forests Department. Last year the Govern-
ment experienced considerable difficulty in
the transport of firewood on account of the
shortage of railway trucks and petrol. The
trucks were being used by the Military auth-
orities. No profit was derived by the Gov-
ernment from the sale of firewood last year.

It had to be carted over too long a distani

Mr. Seward: I did not think there wou
be a profit.

The M[NISTER FOR LANDS: It w
only from sheer necessity that the Cover
ruent undertook the supply of firewood Is
year. It appreciated the fact that the poor
in the metropolitan area would otherwi
have been without firewood supplies durii
the winter.

Vote put and passed.
Vote- Educa tin, £915,350:

THE MINIISTER FOR EDUQATIC
(Hon. J. T. Tonkin-North-East Frematl
[iO.i6J: At £915,350 the Education Vo
Shows an increase-of £26,406 over the e
penditure for last year. The amount appr
priated by Parliament last year was n
fully expended, but it was expended with
an amount of £358 of the total. Oecasio
ally I have had protests from various pai
of the State because the full amount a
proprin ted by Parliament has not be,
devoted to education. It has been stat
that in allowing the amount to remain
the Treasury the department has failed
take advantage of an appropriation, ai
that therefore the education system h
suffered to that extent. I have endeavour.
to point out that white it is a fact that t
amount appropriated is occasionally n
fully expended, nievartheless on a numb
of occasions the Vote is con siderably e
ceeded and the Treasurer makes addition
mioney available when that is so.

In 1943-44 the Vote -was £842,000, b
the expenditure £873,747, or an excess e
penditure of £C31,747. In 1944-45 the Ye
wvas £S89.302, and the e'xpenditiire £358 le!
or, £888,944. In that appropriation the
was an amiount. of £29,131 for eontingenei4
including -sums provided for furnitni
books, etc. It was not possible to proen
the furniture we wanted, nor the hodt
otherwvise the Vote last year would ha'
been vxceeded, as it was the year befoi
The Vote at £369,302 was an excess ov
the expenditure for the previous year, n
over the Vote for the previous year,
£15,565. This year a further increase
£26,406 is anticipated over last year's e
penditure, and I have the assurance of ti
Treasurer that the amount is an estiin
only, and that if it is necessary to exeei
it in order to carry out the functions whi4
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we desire to carry out, then the money will
be provided.

Mr. Doney: But it does represent the sum
that you anticipate you will be called upon
to spend.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is so. It is an estimate. As I have
shown, in previous years, with the eceep-
tion of last year, the estimate was very conl-
siderably exceeded.

lion. N. Keenan: Not very considerably.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

The sum of £31,000 is quite an excess.
Hon. N. Keenan: What is the pereen-

tagcl
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

,)bout three per cent.

'-rI. Doney: It would really be more, be-
cause you need not take into account the
salaries. Would this mainly be taken up in
salaries?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No, it would not. It would be in contingen-
cies. I pointed out that the Vote last year
was an excess, of £15,665 actually over the
previous expenditure; but that included anl
increase of £29,000 for contingencies, indi-
eating that the salaries requirement was
actually le'cs last year than normally, the
reason being that ive had a numnler of
people away in the Services and had taken
into the department a number of women
teachers whose salaries were less.

Mr. IDoncy: I thought those teachers
brought in temnporari ly were paid ata
hig-her rnto as a rule.

Trhe MI1NISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No: that is only because, being onl supply,
thcY aro paid tit a higher rate per week be-
cmise they are not paid for holidays; but
if they teneb for at year from the comn-
mencement of the school year till the end,
they draw an amount equivalent to the
amount drawn by a teacher onl the per-
tnancat staff on the same grade.

MrT. Donce': But not less.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION;

No; but wre brought in a number of women
to replace men, and womein's salaries arc
less than muen's. An analysis Of OUr schools
and the enrolment would] 5how clearlyv
wrhere we spend money onl education in
Western Australia. I have had a table pre-
pinred wih indicatei that 9.6 per cent, of
We~tern Australian schools have more than
200 pupils mnd the cost per puplil in aver.

age attendance is Ell 9s. 1/ 4 d. There is
an attendance at 20.5 per cent. of our
schools of from 41 to 200 pupils and the
cost per pupil in average attendance for
those schools is £13 6s. 9d. A school such
as the Kellerberrin school would come into
that group. There is an attendance of 21
to 40 pupils at 13.7 per cent. of our schools
and the cost per pupil is £21 uls. 6id.

More than half the schools in this State
have under 20 pupils in attendance; actual-
ly, 56.2 per cent. of our schools are in this
grade, and the cost per pupil in average
attendance is £26 A~s. M~d. So it is clear
that our low density of population sends
uip very greatly our expenditure on educa-
tion and makes it extremely difficult for us
to do for everybody what wye feel we ought
to do. Nevertheless, the Government is
determined to follow a policy based upon
the principle of equality of opportunity,
and that is to be afforded not only to
children who live in isolated areas but also
to afflicted children. Previously we have
not assumed responsibility for the education
of deaf children, except that from year to
year the Government ha8S paid a subsidy to
thle W-1. School for the Deaf. Those child-
ren have been educeated ait the school but no
inspections have been made by the departmen-
tal officers. We have accepted the fact that
education has been provided there and that
is all there has been to it. Also we
have not interested ourselves in the School
for the Blind. That work has been done by
the Blind Institute. We have not supplied
the teachers and have not certified to the
standard of education; nor has any at-
tempt been made to provide a requisite
standard of education for sub-normal child-
ren, the Government having been content
so far to permit a number of' institutions
to do something in a small way. We have
also had a few opportunity classes in sev-
eral schools providing for children who are
not quite normal.

Mr. Doney: In regard to sub-normnal
children, what occurs in the Eastern States;
is it the same as here?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No.
Tit some States they have gone much fur-
ther. In Victoria, for instance, at Travan-
core, they have quite a well-equipped and
well-appointed school, where excellent Te-
stilts have been achieved. That school is
run by the Health Department, and it has
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taken sub-normal children with an I.Q. of
about 75 and has worked on those. They
have proved that if such children are edu-
cated, they can take their places in indus-
try at repetitive work and can earn quite
a decent living. But they require to be
looked after outside working periods, and
attention has been given to that aspect of
the matter. They have shown clearly that
those children are educable and that when
they are educated they can engage in indus-
try. Boys and girls from this institution in
Victoria are sought after by several types
of factories which do a good deal of re-
petitive work, and they state that those
children are far mnore reliable in monoton-
ous jobs, because monotony does not pall
on them, than are normal children. There
is definitely a place in industry for sub-
normals, when educated.

During the war period it was not possible
for us to develop along the lines we intend
to follow, because of the obvious restric-
tions which were imposed; but we realise
that education can be a very potent instru-
ineut in reconstruction, and therefore it is
intended to take the fullest advantage of
thisj and to enlarge our curricula, and to
enrich them so that when we are able to
proclaim the Act which makes provision
for extending the school leaving age to 156,
it will not be merely an extension of time
for which we are providing but actually an
extension of education. To be able to do
that, we shall require a largely-augmented
staff and much additional accommodation.
Unfortunately, I am bound to admit that
the outlook at present for new buildings is
far from bright;, the housing position is so
acute. Each day we have examples of the
great shortage which exists; we hear of the
very bad housing conditions under which a
large proportion of the population resides;
and we know that we must have houses
built to alleviate that position before -we
can expect to engage in large-scale public
building.

The schools required are large in number
and size, and until we can get them we can-
not expect to be able to insist that children
shall remain at school until 15. It will be
foolish to force them to remain at school if
we cannot adequately accommodate them
when they are there. Our schools arc over-
crowded now. In some eases we are using
hat-rooms as class-rooms; we have been
doing so for some time. We are endeavour-

ing as far as possible to alleviate that pas
tion. We have built some additional room
hut the speed at which we can have the:
erected is so slow that we cannot do mom
than make a very small improvement c
existing conditions, We need a very lari
increase in the number of buildings befom
we can hope to remedy the existing cond
tions properly, let alone makhe anmple prey
sion for the additional number of ehildrc
who will be attending school when we pri
claimi the Act to which I have referre.
We realise that a number of junior hiF
Schools Wilt be required in country district
It is not right that the children in the coui
try should be obliged to travel long distanei
to get their education. They should not 1
forced to leave the country and go to ti
metropolitan area for high school edue:
tion. We therefore propose to take tI
high schools to the children.

Junior high schools will be built throug]
out the State to meet the need of secondai
education. In addition a number of senii
high schools-not as large a number bccau.
not so many children continue on to ti
leaving standard-will be established. 1)
have made a survey of the districts whe
the junior high schools will he required, at
although we have not yet been able to sta
on the actual building of the schools tI
necessary exploratory work has been goit
on so that we have the figures of the pro6
able numbers of children who will atten
and planns are made so that we can go rig.
ahead as soon as building is possible. TI
school sites committee has taken a very ge
erous view of school requirements. N
only is the committee busy in selecting n(
sites for new schools in various dkstricl
but it has also made recommendations f
the enlarging of the sites of existing schoo]

One big fault made in past years was th
of placing schools on very small pieces
ground. We have schools like Neweast]
street, for example, where there is a lar,
school on a pocket-handkerchief piece
land, with insufficient ground for the pla
ing of the children. Where it is possit
to remedy this fault, the remedy is beii
applied. We have already acquired adi
tional land in some places to enlarge t
playgrounds. I can mention one that corn
readily to mind, and that is Swanhour
where we have taken steps to acquire ad(
tional land to enlarge the playground. U
fortunately we find that, now that setti

184
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ment has developed, it is a very costly busi-
mess to add to some of the existing play-
grounds. But that has not deterred the
department from proceeding with this policy.
It is only when the cost is out of all pro-
portion to the quantity of round to be
acquired that we decline to proceed. That
policy will be gone on with wherever we can
do so, so that adequate playing spaces may be
provided around the schools for the in-
creased numbers of children expected to
attend.

The primary factor in education, of course,
'is the teacher. There can be palatial school
buildings and compulsory education to 15 or
16 years of age, but if the teachers are not
of the right quality and well trained the
system will fall down badly.

Mr. Needham: And well paid.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
'That, of course, is the factor that attracts
teachers of sufficient quality, but I am deal-
ing now 'with the training aspect of the
matter, If we have the right people com-
ing forward then wre have to see 'that proper
training is afforded them. This year teacher-
training was completely reorganised and a
two-year course of training recomnmenced.
Further, a teachers' training advisory com-
mittee was established, and that committee
has, during the year, been giving attention
to teacher-training and the requirements of
an improved system, with the view that it is
necessary to provide the best possible train-
ing for teachers in order to form the foun-
dation of an improved educational system. I
expect that that policy will give us excellent
results.

Mr. Doney: Every now and again you get
a teacher who discloses himself or herself
-as being entirely unsuited to the teaching of
children.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes.

Mr. Doney: What do you do in such a
caselI

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is only occasionally that such teachers
remain in the service. The job becomes
so irksome to them that they resign sooner
-or later.

Mr. Doney: Would you discharge them?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It would depend upon the degree to which
they were unsatisfactory. If a teacher was

just not happy in the job, but was able
to do reasonably well, we would give him
a chance to work out his salvation.

Mr. Doney: But there are occasions when
you do discharge them for being unsatis-
factory.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Teachers have been discharged because they
have not met the requirements of the de-
partment, but such cases are few and far
between. They are the exceptions rather
than the general rule. They are very rare,
I am glad to say. Some people who com-
mence training very often find out before
their training is completed that they do
not suit the job. Last year we discontinued
the training of a trainee teacher because it
was obvious to the principal that she would
not make a satisfactory teacher. She was
told so, and was not permitted to continue
with her course. Any unsuitability generally
becomes apparent in the course of training,
but not always. There are instances, of
course, where a teacher has become fully
trained and subsequently it has beeni made
clear to the department's inspectors that
such person has chosen the wrong vocation-

Mr. Doney: I have known a few and
they have not been discharged.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is a serious step to take. After a teacher
has spent a period in the training college at
a very low allowance, it is a very serious
thing to discharge him without giving him
an opportunity to make good.

Mr. Doney: I realise that.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In

order to make good our proposal for
equality of opportunity for children in iso-
lated districts, it is essential that we should
follow the policy of consolidation of
schools. The small isolated one-teacher
school cannot possibly make good the policy
of equality of opportunity. It is impossible
under any circumstances to give to eight
or ten children in a small country school
the same opportunity as can be made avail-
able in a school of 800 or 400 pupils. The
cost of equipping such a school on the
same standard as the large city school
would be prohibitive. Furthermore, we can-
not give to eight or ten children the bene-
fits of association that are obtainable in
schools where there are larger congrega-
tions of children. We could not, for ex-
ample, make use of visual aids to educa-
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tion by the use of projectors and film strips
in small country schools, except, possibly,
to a limited extent by itinerant operators.
The large city schools can be equipped with
projectors and can make full use of a film
library by using the films in visual educa-
tion.

If we are to move with the times and
give the country children the opportunity
they should have it is essential that the
policy of consolidation should be proceeded
with. Unfortunately some parents are so
misguided as to attempt to stand in the
light of their children and to resist the
department when consolidation is mooted.
There are a number of districts that at
present have protested at the proposal of
the department to consolidate. I am not
worried about that, because consolidation
is not easy at present, and it suits me to
carry it out in districts that are ready for
it, and to allow those expressing dissatis-
faction to wait. Later on the department
will carry out consolidation against the de-
sires of the parents if it is satisfied that it
is essential in the interests of the children.

Mr. Needham: What about the distance?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
are the best judges, in the light of our ex
perience, of what distance can be travelled
successfully. We do not like anything be-
yond 30 miles, though if the roases are par-
ticularly good we will go. a little beyond
that. The time involved in travelling a .30
mile route is such that we hesitate to go
far beyond that. We prefer to consolidate
in some other direction to obviate the neces-
sity for an extra long bus route. In addi-
tion to the use of bus routes it appears
that we will have to establish hostels, so
that children, who live beyond a reasonable
distance for daily travel, can be placed in
them and returned home weekly.

Mr. Fox: How are the children to he
maintained?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The parents will be expected to maintain
them. It is thei r obligation to feed and
clothe their children.

Mr. Fox: The ordinary working man will
not be able to afford to board them out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: He
will be expected to pay for the mainten-
ance of his children the amount which he
would be required to pay if he maintained
them at home.

f170]

Mr. Berry: What would that amount to

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
The G'overnment will pay the difference bc
tween what it would cost to maintain th
child at home and what it costs to niair
tamn it at the hostel.

Mr. Needham: That is a hotter state
ment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
was not given the opportunity to finis
what I was saying. There are one hundre
and one bus contracts operating at preseni
at a cost of £27,000 annually, carrying 2,53
children to school.

Mr. Abbott: Would it pay to standardis
those buses?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
think it would, and we will probably carr
that out later, but at p~resent it is so diflleul
to get buses that it would be foolisht
attemplt standardisation. Our present jo
is to get buses, so as to get on with tb
consolidation.

Mr. Watts: The Minister has not bee
very successful in that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: N
there have been many difficulties to conten
with but consolidation is proceeding and tb
figures I have quoted will show that it he
gone ahead. The increase during the wa
period has been 60 per cent, on pre-wa
figures, so despite the handicaps imposed b
war we have been able to get the consol
dations in.

Mr. Doney: Does the number mentione
represent a saving in cost to the depar
ment?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
works out at about the same figure. Thi
figure gives about £270 per bus and the aee
age small country school costs about £2Pi
per year to run. The Government has ahread
announced its intention to establish arc
schools similar to those operating in Ta!
mania and a sites committee has been er
gaged in selecting suitable sites. The r
quirements; are that the population shall I
of sufficiently high density to enable the r
quisite number of children to be obtaine
within a reasonably short distance, and thi
the locality must be climatically suitable fc
the establishment of such a school. We ha'
to find sites where the soil is suitable, rmasor
ably good, where we can get the requisit
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number of children, and where the climate
is such that farming operations can be
carried on.

Mr. MeLarty: Are the members of the sites
committee officers of the Education Depart-
went7

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: On
that committee are the Director of Educa-
tion, the Town Planning Commissioner, the
Principal Architect, the Under Treasurer
and, I think, another officer.

Mr. Doney: Is there an actual instance
of an area school in this State?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
but we have already selected some sites, the
locations of which I do not wish to disclose
at the moment. Further appropriate centres
for these schools are under consideration.
On the education of deaf, blinid and sub-
normal children, I have already said that
the Government intends to make special pro-
vision for sach eases. Owing to the existence
in this State of a large number of what are
called rubella children, children who suffer
deafness caused through their mothers con-
tradting German measles during pregnancy,
attention has been focussed on their needs.

Mr. MeLarty: What does the Minister call
"a large number"?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
About 80 rubella children in this State, of
about five or six years of age, who require
almost immediate attention if the best re-
sults are to be obtained. It was intended
originally to establish a large residential
school for the deaf and to make it compul-
sor] for the parents of all the deaf children
in the State to permit those children to
attend that school. A school has been carried
on for many years in my own electorate, the
principal being a man called Love, who has
done an excellent job.

Mr. Needham: An excellent job.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION!
He has not been able to take into the school
all the deaf children in the State availabje
for attendance. It was impossible for him to
contemplate accommodating the rubella
children who are now almost ready for
school. I gave a lot of attention to thib
problem and had inquiries made in the
Eastern States and sent one departmental
officer over to ascertain what was being done
in other States. As the result of those it,-
quiries and information obtained here it was
decided that we should establish a single

large residential school for the deaf,
equipped on modern lines. That was my it.-
tention up to the end of last week.

I asked the present Minister for Lands,
who wvas then Minister for Health, when this
problem was brought to my notice, to get in
touch with the Commonwealth authorities and

4sk them to make available an officer of the
research laboratory to carry out research
on rubella children in this State in order that
we could have the latest information on the
problem. Mr. Murray, the officer in charge
of that laboratory, came to the State to-
wards the end of last week. I had a long
discussion with him and the information he
was able to give me regarding the results
of the experiments was such as to cause me
to decide that we had better have a thorough
investigation before I proceeded with my
original idea. There now seems to be a
distinct probability that a large number of
these rubella children, who we previously
thought would have to be developed along
the lines followed for some years for edu-
cating deaf children, will be able to go into,
the normal schools like normal children and
be educated with the use of hearing aids. Mr.
Murray told me that he has not yet ruled
out the possibility of 100 per cent, of -these
rubella children being educated with the use
of hearing aids in the ordinary schools. On
the results of the experiments to date, it.
would seem that there is opening up a very
attractive vista for those children who prv-
viously appeared to he doomed to a very diffi-
cult existence. Mr. Murray told me in all
seriousne~ss that he believes these rubella
children, provided they are all right men-
tally and compare favourably with normal
child re;i, will be able to receive education for
the professions just as normal children do-

Mr. Abbott: That is very gratifying.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION-

It is very encouraging indeed. I do not wish
to be too optimistic at this stage lest I'give
too much encouragement to the parents of
such children, but I am very hopeful that
a large proportion of the children who pre-
viously appeared to be heading for our insti-
tutions may now be educated in the ordinary
schools after a very short period of prepara-
tory education.

Mr. Needham: What about combating the,
causeI

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That has not to do with my department. Be-
cause there is a comparatively small number
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of children involved, as compared with the
other~children under instruction, we have not
given consideration to the cost of these aids.
Specific aids adapted to the needs of each
child will be required and there will be a
proportion of the rubella children who will
not require rubella aids at all but who can
be educated in the normal schools without the
use of hearing aids. This might be a small
proportion, but still it is a proportion. Re-
garding children who are deaf but not as
a result of German measles, a number of
them will also be educated by the use of
bearing aids. We cannot say just how many
of them but a fairly large proportion will
be able to go to the normal schools, leaving
only a relatively small number who will have
to be provided for in a residential institution.

Members will appreciate how necessary it
is for me to call a halt now and have a
thorough survey made so that all these deaf
children may be tested out and their bearing
assessed. Then the particular aid required
can be designed and provided. So I am going
to ask the Commonwealth Minister for
Health to make available to this State innue-
diately the servies of a couple of officers
who can carry out the necessary tests into
the rise of hearing aids and other relevant
matters, so that we shall he in a position
early in the new year to proceed with our
plans for the education of these chiildren.
I am very happy to say that the prospect,
as compared with what it was a few weeks
ago, is decidedly bright, and of the results
of the experiments that have been carried
out in the Acoustic Research Laboratory in
Sydney, the people will be informed.

I mentioned that it is intended to make
extended use of visual aids. The use of
visual aids for educational purposes has been
very well proved in Army instruction. The
member for North Perth will know what
valuable use of such aids was made by the
Air Force. Precision bombing, gunnery and
other things were quickly taught and well
taught by the use of visual aids. That valu-
able .experience will be used in the schools,
and so steps are being taken to build up
a film library so that films will be available
to the various schools and projectors will
be supplied so that they may be used. This
is a further reason why the consolidation of
schools is necessary; it will not be necessary
to equip all the small isolated schools. If
-the children in the country are to Ret the
Aecided advantage of the use of visual aids,

we shall have to congregate them in large!
groups. Consequently, we must proceed
with the consolidation policy.

As members are aware, the education oll
native children was taken over by the de.
partment, and considerable and gratifyinE
progress has been made. The member for
Katanning asked me to table the reports of
teachers on this matter. I have a repor
before me that I did not table because it
is not the report of a teacher. It is the re-
port of one of the inspectors, and what hEt
says on the education of native children it
very interesting. This relates to the Moon
River native school which was taken ovej
by the department for the education of th(
native children at that settlement. Tht
report reads-

It was agreed early in the year that Tic
formal inspection of this school would be mad(
in 1045. Accordingly, this visit bag been of
a consultative and advisory nature. Genorall
it can be said that this venture of tile depart
mont's into the realm of native education It
proceeding remarkably successfully. The child
roll have been gradually weaned from thoui
shyness and in most cases have been en
eouraged to read individually.

In singing, recitation, etc., they still need
the courage induced by the group situation
and their work in unison is thorougrny en
joy-ed and is reaching a good standard. ThE
skills have been thoroughly taught as far a!
individual abilities and backgrounds permit
flood lhabits of cleanliness; and tidiness havE
been, developed. Art shows a remarkable do
velopment on the boys' side in pictorial work
I am forwarding several pictures to the Stoier
intendent of Art. The girls have for the firal
time learned sewing, with very pleasing re
nalts. The girls' pride in this aehievemrnen
has been most gratifying to the head teacher
Similarly, the older boys have learnt somE
usefuli craft work.

He then mentions the names of the teacher.
and proeeds--
They are not merely teachers; they are al
imbued with a zeal which exceeds that of thN
normal teacher, for the demanids made upr
them in the sacrifice of time, of social amen
itios. of normal social compantionships, are fat
greater than those mande upon teachers IT
other aippointments. They have all worker
with enthusiasm, have given eonsiderabli
thought to the problems and have adapvtet
their plans to the varying needs of the situa
ti'n. They arc to be highly commended fo,
the work done. I desire to place on record thi
excellent organisation and planning earrie
out by Miss Holland, head teacher, in thi,
first year.

I think members will agree that, for tho
first year of the department's work in thi!
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new field, that is a most gratifying result.
The report is issued by one of our inspec-
tors upon whom I can place the greatest
reliance. I ask memabers, therefore, to be
a little patient with us in the education of
the native, child, as we are convinced we can
get results.

Mr. Trialt That ii ob~i ohus.

The MINISTER FOR EIIU'ATION:
As to the. problem facing us of karbinl-
native children along with white children,
I saY qjuit(, definitely that there will hie no
scgre .otior'. For one thing, it would not
work even if we attempted it. Two sets of
lavatories, two sets of wa~li-hasins, in fact,
two sets, of ever ,ything, wvould hi' required.

Mr. MeLaty: That is dlesira le iii some
cases.

The MINI STER FOR ElDUC(AT ION
N' it is riot. Clcaonlinc'. II the part of
all cii In at tending, s4ehool is the requisite.
It' all the children art, clean, there i t,)n
need for separate vonveienves. 11 is riot
alway's, uniortu~natelv, the black child wvlho
off'ends; we hove haed troublet with I somae
white children.

Mr. iMvLarty: I think ,yiou should hove a
look at snowi of the native equips.

The MINISTER FOR EI)UCATI ON:
I am aware the lion. member mentioned at
matter which is a worry to us. One cannot
ex port children to conic to schiool (den n if
their hoome condition- are dirty; hut edoca-
tion will inruove that position. If the
children are segrepgated, it will take much]
longer to effect improvement in the home
than it would] if we kept the children to-
gether and gradually raised the standard.
We hope, in eco-operation with the Health
lDepartmnent, to effect improvements in the
living conditions of the natives and so make
it all the more desirable that there shall be
no segregation.

I could not elose my remarks on this
Vote without making- reference to the work
being done by the Parents and Citizens' As-
sociations throughout the State. I am
happy to say that we have had the most
friendly co-operation. As a result of the
existence of these associations, schools have
benifited considerably. Only a few months
ago, one of these associations, not far fromt
Perth, spent the sum of £250 in equipping
a school right throughout with radio and,
amplifying devices. That iq something
which would have taken the school a long_

timte to obtain in the ordinary way; and
the equipping of the school in that way will
confer a very distinct benefit upon the child-
ren. Similar work has been done in other
schools throughout the State. I am grateful
indeed to those associations, the members of
which have given much of their time and
mioneyV to improving the lot of children at-
tending school. Without their help, th'-
work of the department would be much
harder mid the children would not he o4
well off as they are. I take this ollportun
ity to express the thanks of the depart
meut to tho~e generous men and women
who devote oi touch of their time to this
very interesting, and very important wutrL.

I'iolreqs reported.

foe adjourned (it 11.5 p..

£regis(atibc (fanzri[.
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Motion : Troting control, ws to ig rUo try Mr. F A.
Ililimbhy. paseri. .............. ...

BlIN: Supreme, Court Act Aacrndnent (Ms. 2), Fr-
turnedl

Legislative Council (War Tin) Eli ettral Art
Amrnidnirut. '.K.. Co.., n-port ..

1nerrame of Rent (WVar Iteutrliconn AcI Au,, iamerit, 2R.......... ....
Onvernut-rt Emoployees (Pl'not, App,.ii

Board), Amrmbilly's 3tessate..............
3aedical Act .Anndmeot. n-ot....... ....
Soufth-\Vet stote 1'oer Sr 'i-mi- 2n.
Co...tItutl~o Act, Anirdant (No.2,
Justlerg Act Ainendinin, 2R..
Child WiOWr Act Ajurridsost (Nc'. I), 2
ElectricIty, 2R5..............................
1,eial 1'rltlhoir Act .Ann-ndrngn. 25. ..

Resolution: Gal Wie and mcxl, rn jripon require
meats, Assembly's AckI-ndmt at
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The PESIDENT took the Chair at 4.;,4
pin., aind rend prayers.

MOTION-TROTTING CONTROL.

As to Report by 31r. E. A. Dun phy.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.35]: 1
move-

That the report, if any, made by Mr. E.t A.
Dunphy, to the Chief Secretary as a result of
his inquiries into the recent dispute between
the W.A. Trotting Association and the Owners.
Breeders and Trainers' Organisation, be laid
on the Table of the House.

Some months ago there was a total cessa~tion
of trotting in the metropolitan area, arising
out of a dispute between the TrottinZ
Association and] the Owners, Breeders and


