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Tiegislative Assembly.

Tuesday, 13th November, 1945,

PA0OE

Electoral : 1810

Swearing-In of memher
Bills :

Incrense of Rent (Wnr Bestrlctlons) Act
Amendment, 3R. ...
Commonwealth Powers, 3R,

Suprem» Caurt Act Amendment (No. 2), te r-orhs

State Transport Co-ordination Act Amendinent,

2R.
Alr I\nvigntlon Act’ Amondment. 3p.
Rajlwsys Clossification Board Act Amendment,

2R.
Town Plnnning wnd’ Development Act Amend-
ment, Councll's amendment ...
Nations} Fltness, Council’s amendment
Bullding Operntlons and Building Materinis
Control, hessage, 2R.
Markellng of Onf ons Act Amendment “Teturned
Annual Estimates: Votes and Items discussed ...

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the re-
turn of the writ for the election of a mem-
ber to serve for the electoral distriet of
Greenough.  From the return endorsed
thereon, it appears that Mr. David Brand
has been duly elected. I am prepared to
swear in the hon. member.

Mr. Brand took and subscribed the oath
and signed the roll,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Aect Amendment.
3, Commonwealth Powers.
Transmitied to the Council.

BILL—SUPREME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDIN-
ATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. W. M. Marshall—Murchison) [4.35]
in moving the sccond reading said: This
measure, aithough small in itself, will, if it
becomes an Act, be of tremendous advan-
tage to a fair portion of this State. It will
be remembered that when the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Aect was passed in 1933
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it was considered to be absolutely essential
in order to bring about some ordered system
of transport, particularly where road trans.
port was in keen competition with the rail-
way system, So important did this aspect
appear to Parlinment at that time that the
activitics of this board were, by virtue of
this particular measure, restricted to that
portion of the State south of the 26th parallel
of south latitude. That being se, it was not
possible for the Tramsport Co-Ordination
Bosrd operating under the Act to tnke any
cognisance of the co-ordination of transport
north of that particular line. The stability
of our railway economy was predominant
at that time; and although the mileage of
railway in the porthern portion of Western
Australia wag so small, we never conceived
the possibilities for this board if that restric-
tion had not been imposed then.

Some members will realise what an ad-
vantage the Transport Board has been to
several of those very isolated places situated
south of the 26th parallel. There are several
services which this board hzs been able to
subsidise which have been of material ndvan-
tage, first in feeding our railway system and
seeondly in giving a freight rate to people
in isolated portions practically similar to
that enjoyed by those adjacent to the rail-
way. It may have been a little higher, but
it has been of material advantage to those
people situated at some distance from rail-
way transport. Under the 1937 Act the
board was authorised to subsidise such see-
vices as thosc I have mentioned, and even
at that stage the advantages of such a sys-
tem to the people of the North-West were
overlooked, and it was only these people
living south of the line who received the
benefits of services made possible by the
Transport Board, and they enjoy the
cheap freights available owing to subsidies
from the board. Members who know the
North-West portion of the State will ap-
preciate that if we are to encourage people
to go to such places, we must make available
to the greatest possible extent the amenities
enjoyed in the more settled areas. Bearing
in mind the terrific cost that would be in-
volved in providing railways to open up the
North-West, compared with the small num-
ber of people served, it will be seen that
such a possibility must be set aside for some
considerable time fo come. Recently I re.
ceived o leiter from Nullagine and portion
of it which T propose to read will give mem-
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bers an idea of the adversities that people
who live in such places suffer. This portion
of the letter reads—

Al these costs must be reduced, for why
should we have to pay 5s. per stove for pora-
toes or, if we keep a few fowls, 353, per bag
for wheat?

Members will get some idea of the cost im
posed by transporl on individuals living in
such isolated centres. We can never hope
to develop the North-West nunless we provide
more and cheaper amenities than are avail-
able in such areas at present. The Bill pro
poses to remove rvestrictions and to give the
Transprt Board the right and jurisdiction
fo assist in the devclopment of the North-
West portion of the State by making sub-
sidies available apnd thus assisting in the
transport of ordinary commodities. Men-
bers will agree that there is little opportun-
ity to achieve the desired end in any other
way. The Transport Board has some money
that it could make availnble for the purpose
of instituting transport serviees by road,
and by air if necessary, in order to reduce
materially the cost of living for people in
the North-West. It is only fair that what-
ever we can do in that way should be done.

No person stands to be injured by the
introduction of this Bill. No one and no
section of the community that desires
to see the North-West of the State
developed speedily will take exception
to the measure I am introducing. Mem-
bers will appreciate the services al-
ready being rendered in the southern por-
tions of the State, such as the subsidised
service from Newdegate to Holt Rock,
Similar services arc rendered in other parts
of the State, and if this Bill becomes law
it will remove the restrictions under which
the Transpert Co-ordination Board now
labours, that prevent it rendering like as-
sistance to the people of the North-West,
At present the Transport Board can operate
up to a certain line, and no further, and we
have the spectacle of a serviee heing sub-
sidised from Geraldton to Carnarvon, in
order to expedite transport, but the Trans-
port Board can go as far as the 26th paral-
Yel only. This Bill seeks to remove that re-
striction. At the moment the board has
power to control air transport within a cer-
tain radius, and does so. It can control and
license all air wvehicles, as it does road
vehicles, up to a given point only. No form
of transport will be more valnable to the
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development of the North-West of ou
State than will air transport, having regar
to the long distances and the scattere
nature of the populatien. Air transpoert i
one of the most important forms of trans
port for the development of this State.

Mr. Rodoreda: Will the board subsidis
air transport?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
do not know that it will subsidise it, but i
will be able to license and control it so tha
we will not have a spectacle such as tha
which occurred in the city many years age
when uncontrolled transport picked the eye
out of the industry and left the publi
utilities to earry the burden, running onl
tlirough densely settled areas and leavin
isolated people without any service at all.

Mr. Rodoreda: Buot has the board powe
to subsidise air transport?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
would say “yes.” It has power fo subsidis
road transport or air transport. It license
road transport and air transport.

Mr. Watts: It cannot subsidise either, &
the present time, north of the 26th paratle

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORI
This Bill seeks merely to remove the re
strictions and give the Transport Board tht
Jurisdiction a2nd right which will enable .
to encourage settlement by guaranteeing
subsidy to any licensed transport vehiel
that is prepared to operate between eithe
of the ports or railway heads and th
centres being considered by the board at tt
time, That js all that the Bill eontain
This Bill will enable facilities and ameniti
to bhe provided for those people who a
prepared to live in and develop our isolate
areas, If will enable such people to live
a decent standard, Members must reali:
that the higher the cost of transport ¢
ordinary commodities the lower is ¢l
standnrd of living of the individus
The ineome of those people is practieal
fixed and is very limited, too. So the great
the cost of commodities to them, the low
is their standard of existence. I sugge
that the people in that part of the State ha
other finaneial obligations imposed upe
them additional to those of people living 1
the more thickly populated areas;

In our city and many of the rural ares
edueation is available to each child, but
is not equally available in the North-We
and this cost becomes a heavy finanei
responsibility when each and every chi
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must be sent south to get its education. Ad-
mittedly there are schools at the seaports and
probably one or two inland towns such
as Marble Bar and Nullagine, but apart from
those facilities, the people of the North-West
ere under a heavy financial obligation to get
elementary education for their children.
This diffieulty does not encourage people to
go out and live in those centres. The Bill
will give them greater opportunities, and I
hope members will view the measure from
that angle, give it wholehearted support and
thus make amenities available to those people
at reasonable cost. I move—
That the Bill ba now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Seward, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—AIR NAVIGATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. W. M. Marshall—Murchison) [4.53]
in moving the seeond reading said: This is
another small Bill merely to clarify the posi-
tion regarding the powers of ths State and
Commonwealth existing under the State Air
Navigation Aet of 1937. Many years ago
the Commonwealth set out to control eivil
aviation to an extent only. The desire at
the time was to bring about some form of
control over civil aviation in the shape of
rales and regulations, rules of the air, regis-
tration of landirg grounds and other factors
for the safety of the travelling public using
air transport. The control was merely of a
technical character—the licensing of pilots,
the granting of certificates of airworthiness
for aireraft, rules of the air and safety de-
vices to indicate the altitude of buildings,
ete, and in a general way to make ecivil
aviation as safe as possible.

The Commonwealth assumed the right to
do this, but ultimately its action was chal-
lenged in a csse known as the Goya Henry
ease, and the High Court raled that the Com-
monwealth did not have the requisite power.
The Prime Minister then called a conference
of State Premiers and sourht the transfer-
renee of power to the Commonwealth to that
limited extent only. Under the Act of 1937,
the power was transferred. The amount of
eontro] transferred to the Commonwealth was
limited to the matters I have mentioned, but
there has been s differenee of opinion re-
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garding the position, and ] think the Leader
of the Opposition some years ago displayed
wisdom on this selfsame point when he ques-
tioned whether such power transferred to the
Commonwenlth eould be recalled by repeal-
ing the Act or could be returned to the State
at all. However, that point is not involved
in this measure becanse the State, by virtue
of the conference in 1937, did not give the
Commonwenlth power over civil transport
aviation.

In order to clarify the position and draw
a definite line of demarcation between the
powers deleguted to the Commonwealth and
those retained by the State, this Bill has been
introduced. It was never intended that the
Commonwealth should take all the power
vested in the States to control civil aviation,
and T believe that the Prime Minister him-
self gave an asurance that there would be
no interference with the State rights and
functions provided under the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Act. With that assur-
ance, the conference of Premiers in 1937
agreed to introduce the measure giving the
Commonwealth the limited amount of power
which it still retains. This Bill will simply
elarify the position.

The necd for this messure has held up
the State Government to some extent in
arranging for air transport within the State.
As many members are aware, there are com-
panies wishing to operate passenwer frans-
port serviees between given terminals within
the State. Some of the companies feel doubt
—though I do not think any doubt should
exist—as to where the State and Common-
wealth powers begin and end. THowever, the
matter of giving consideration to the appli-
cations was left in abevance until this mea-
sure was introduced. While we should pro-
ceed to license aircraft for the carrying of
passengers within the State, T feel that as
some doubt exists, it would he better to
make the position clear by passing this Bill.
Then we shall be able to give consideration
to applieations for introducing services for
the more speedy transport of passengers, as
will be the order of the day when routes
are gazetted and aireraft are licensed for air
transport work. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
journed,
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BILL—RAILWAYS CLASSIFTICATION are several amendmeuis proposed by Lhis

BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A, H, Panton—Leederville) [5.0] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill to
amend the Railways Classification Board
Aet, 1920-19353. In 1920 an Act was passed
for the appoinfment of a board to classify
the salaried staft of the Government Rail-
ways, At that time, and sinee, the Aet in-
cluded the Tramway Officers’ Industrial
Union of Workers. For some years that
union has broken away from the Railways
Classifieation Board and has been registered
under the Industrial Arbitration Aet. The
present Act, therefore, covers only the rail-
way officers. Section 2 of the Industrial
Arbitration Aet precludes the Railway Offi-
cers’ Union from being registered under the
Industrial Arbitration Act, the obvious rea-
son being that it was provided for under
the Act which this Bill seeks to amend. The
Railway Officers’ Union is thus prevented
from enjoying the privileges whieh unions
registered nnder the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aect enjoy. Paragraph (b) of Scetion
5 of the Trade Unions Aect, 1802, prevents
any union from enforcing any agreement
for the payment by any person of any sub-
seription or penalty to a trade union.

That seetion of the Trade Unions Act is
identical with Secetion 4 of the English
Trade Unions Act, 1871. The rules of the
union provide for inflicting fines, levies,
cte., but the Act prevents the union from
taking legal action to recover any such
fines, ete. One can understand, of course,
the existence of such a provision in 1871;
but I think members will agree that times
bave changed since 1871. That is exempli-
fied by our own Industrial Arbitration Aect,
which has been amended from time to time,
and .which extends all these privileges and
rights to unions. With the exeeption of one
or two unions in this State, all the unions
are registered under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act. The Railway Officers’ Union is
not registered under that Aect, and the
Government feels that it should be given
the same legal status as unions which are
registered nnder the Industrial Arbitration
Act.

Friendly societies and most clubs have
the legal right to recover pavment of sub-
seriptions owing by their members. There

Bill but, with the exeeption of one, they a
all for the purpose of striking out th
words ‘‘Railway and Tramway Oflicer:
Industrial Union of Workers.’’ There :
no further necessity for the inclusion «
those words in the Act. They will be
placed by the words ‘“W.A, Railway Ofl
eers’ Union.”” The Act will then relal
only to that union and to its classificatic
board. Provision is also made in the bi
to give the union the right to sue for an
recover fines, levies and dues in any loes
court or other court of summary jurisdi
tion. The title of the parent Aect is als
being amended to include the words ‘‘an
to make provision for the recovery by th
W.A. Railway Officers’ Union of fines, fee
levies and dues owing by the membe:
thereof."’

Hon. N. Keenan: Is that retrospective

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: No. ]
the member for Nedlands desires to mos
an amendment to that effect, I do n
think any great objection will be offere
to it. A similar Bill was introduced i
1041 by my ecolleague the Minister fo
Works, who was then Minister for Labon
but it was defeated in the Legistative Cour
cil for reasons which do not exist toda;
Had that Bill passed, other unions woul
have obtained the same rights. This Bi
does not provide for any ather union; :
provides simply for the W.A. Railwa
Officers’ Union. It gives that union, as
said, the same rights as are enjoyed b
unions registered under the Industrial A
bitration Aet. The Government could hav
brought in an amendment of that Aet, by
thought it better to amend the Railwaj
Classifieation Board Act. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. -Thorn, dchate ac
Jjourned.

BILL—TOWN PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Amendment,

Amendment made by the Connecil no
considered.

In Committee,

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Ministe
for Works in charge of the Bill.
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The CHATRMAN: The Council’s amend-
nent is as follows:—

Clause 2, in proposed new Section 224,
paragraph (¢) on page 2:—Insert the words
“‘by reason of such subdivision of land’’
before the word *'if’’ in line 28.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: By its
amendment, the Legislative Couneil seeks to
ensure that the action proposed to be taken
under the Biil shali he taken only when the
land within an irrigation or drainage district
is being subdivided for the purpose of
establishing smaller farms where previously
e large one existed. The Bill, as it passed
this Chamber, was safe enough on that point,
but evidently the Council is anxious for a
double safegunrd. 1 have no objection to
the amendment. I do not consider it neeces-
sary in the leeal sense, but rather than have
any further discussion or argument with the
Legisiative Couneil I propose to accept the
amendment.

Mr, Watts: What is the differcnce between
discugsion and argument?

Mr. Doney: A discussion might be quite
an agreeable business, but an argument would
be searcely that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
any argument at this stage would be out of
order. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolntion reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—NATIONAL FITNESS.
Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
eonsidered. '

In Committee.
Mr. Rodoreds in the Chair; the Minister
for Edueation in charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN: The Counecil's amend-
ment is as follows:—

Clanse 11:—Dalete the word ‘‘fitness”’ in
line 27, apd substitute the words “‘and cul-
tural fitness in the building of the national
charaeter,”’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
propose to accept the amendment, which
simply extends the items upon which the
National Fitness Counecil is to advise the
Governer.
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Mr. Watts: Will you explain what it
means?

Hon. N. Keenan:
nccepted the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
understand the desire of the Legislative
Council is that the National Fitness Council,
besides advising the Governor on measures
to be taken to develop the bodies of those
who take part in these activities, will also
advise how their minds may be improved as
the result of educational films and of taking
part in drama and things of that sort.
The other place is not prepared to leave the
eouncil to do that, but wants it specifically
stated in the Bill. The hon. member shounld
ask the other plaece to give its reasoms, I
see no objection to the amendment. It does
not detract from the Bill

Mr. Thorn: The House of Review is
proving very helpful to the Government,
which bas accepted two of its amendments
already.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The Minister has

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Conneil.

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL.

DMessage.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read recommending apprepriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyne} [5.18] in moving the second read-
ing sanid: This Bill ia introduced to assist
in carrying on the control of the distribution
and use of requisite building materials. In
addition to the shortage of houses before the
war, labour and materials which eould have
been used for home bunilding and had to be
diverted to war purposes, have left us in an
acute state of shortages of many essential
commodities. As the war progressed we had
hundreds of thonsands of people from all
sections of Australia’s life drawn into it
and with them went many artisans associated



[13 NoveuBer, 1945.]

with the building trade and many men en-
gaged in industry connected with the manu-
facture of building materials. But a certain
quantity of building requisites were manu-
factured during the war, the greater propor-
tion of which has been diverted to war uses.
It is boped that in some directions many
essential commodities, mueh needed in home
constraction and in the construction of
schools, hospitals and faetories, will be avail-
able to us as they become less needed for war
purposes because those purposes are rapidly
diminishing. At the outbreak of war, the
number of homes built in Australia excecded
40,000 per annum. The table on this subject
is very interesting. It shows the decline from
1938-39 to this year and is as follows:—

Year. New dwellings,
1938-39 .. - .- 40,000
1939-40 .. e .. 37,000
1940-41 ee .. .. 38,000
1941-42 .. .. .. 20,000
1942-43 . .. 4,000
1943-44 .. o 5,000

For thig year, 1944-45, it is anticipated that
approximetely 10,000 new homes will be
crected,

‘Mr. Seward: Have you got the Western
Australian figures?

The PREMIER: 1 have, and I will give
them to the hon, member later. The ficure
anticipated for 1948 is 24,000 dwellings for
Australia. The hope for the following year
is 50,000 and in the year after that it is
antieipated that all things will be in train to
reach a figure of between 60,000 and 50,000
homes, Xven that total, which is a eollossal
figure, will merely overtake the lag and meet
the demand that will be current at that
time. In addition to home building, there
is a big lag in all sections of building.
Houses, factories, public buildings of all
kinds, including schools and hospitals, are
required, and, as members know, in the dis-
triets and towns they represent there is a
demand and an anxiety to have all types of
publi¢ buildings nccessary to serve the pub-
lic of this State. So the materials to bhe
available for new buildings will be a very
small proportion--perhaps only one-third—
-0of what will be so badly needed. In addition
to all the necessary structures T have men-
tioned, the belated vepairs in connection
with homes and the belated maintenance of

[89]
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Imildings, including publie buildings, reprc
sent a big demand on the materials that ar
to be available to us.

The last survey made by the appropriat
Commonwealth officers suggests, looking s
the matter from & Commonwealth angle, ths
there will not he available to us—at lens
for this current year—more than one-thir
of the building resources that we will necc
The control of permits for building and th
rclease of building materials has been a ver
difficult matter to administer. The Com
monwealth was very anxious to relinquis
this control. It found that this matter w:
full of difficulties. There were many con
plaints from ell types of interested peopl
not only the home-builder and the cor
tractor but all sorts of pcople who wishe
to purchase materials; some of them, or
would think, simply because they were shor
But it was very noticeable that when con
plaints were made by States about the Con
monwealth earrying on different sorts of ¢or
trol, the Commonwenlth showed great anx
cty to place this item in the lap of il
States as quickly as possible.

Mr, Watts: Tt was politically inconvenien
perhaps.

The PREMIER: I think the Comme:
wealth found it very desirable to give il
States this responsibility, which, I think
shall be able to show, is an unpleasant on
but beeanse it is unpleasant it is none il
less necessary for us to face it. In the iss
ing of permits for buildings the basis h:
been that of hardship and the essentiality ¢
the project. The releases of materials |
short supply have been approved on the
availahility, and their availability was aut
matic in respect of the work that the pe
mits provided approval for. I have a ver
interesting statement made by Mr. Dedms
when he reviewed the position recently. T
said—

Some allocation must be made as batwee
one claimant And another. We cannot satist
in their entirety all the claims of people wl
need houses. If we attempted to do so, ar
negleeted the extension of factories and pr
vigion for reconstruction trainipg, it wou
be wrong. Consequently, some judgment mu
be exercised in allocating the total varinms T
sources betwegen the six different claimants,

The various types of claimant that he an
cipated include the thousands of peop
awaiting housing and those who requi
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buildings for rehabilitation, including addi-
tions to schools, universitics and training
centres, Mr. Dedman estimates that 10,000
additional men will need to be fruined at
the universities of Australia. He also in-
stanees the buildings of the type I have men-
tioned, namely, Government buildings,
schools, hospitals, poliee stations and, for
the benefit of the Leader of (he Opposition
and the member for Wilitams-Narrogin I
might mention court-houses, because I under-
stand that for some time Lhey have heen
unhappy about the position of that publie
utility in their centres. But with all of the
demands there will he a tremendous claim
on ihe resourres and materials available to
us. Mr, Dedman went on to say—

Just az a certain ollocation mnst he made of
those searce resources between oue elaimant
and another, so in the limited sphere of build-
ing itself, zome method of selection had to Le
followed in order to ensure that resources for
housing purposes should be allocated to the
people most urgently requiring them.  Accora-
ingly, the permit system was introduced, and
taken by and large, the system has resulted in
the granting of huilding permits to those peo-
ple who most required houses, and in the re-
jection of the claims of those who il not
have auch a goed ease. The eriterin exercizsed
in my department in granting or withholding
permitas covered a numher of things. The first
congideration was that, when an application
was made for a permit, the department shculd
congider the number of individuals to be accom-
modated in the new house. A married eouple
without any children did not have nearty so
good a elnim to a permit as had a warried
couple with a family. The limited supply of
building resources available was not sufficient
to provide houses for all the couples with fam-
iliea, let alane those whe were childless.

No matter what form the control takes,
whether it continues in its present form
or some other, there will be many unhappy
people who will be hard to convinee that
their ease is not only not a parallel but, in-
deed, a better one, for the issuing of a per-
mit to build and the release of building
materials, than those of a dozen and one
other people they would personally know. Tt
would be very difficult to convince the ex-
prisoner of war and others who are return-
ing to their wives and small families, and
others  retugning to be married, that their
case for housing is not one that the natiom
could not take an immediate interest in. This
Bill, which is necessary because of the re-
linquishing by the Commonwealth of con-
trol, endeavours to take up almost identieai
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functions with those which operated under
National Seeurity Regulations.

Under National Sceurity Regulation
(Building Operations) 1939-43, the eontrol
of building was eovered by issuing permits
for dwelling-houses and alterations thereto
costing move than £25, and for factories,
husiness picmises, ete., costing more than
£100. In August of this year the vegulation=
were amended, making it unnecessary to ob-
tain a permit for a dwelling house the eost
of which was less than £1,200 or for eltera-
tions costing less than £150. This State
Government protested very strongly against
that decision. Tt meant very little in, effect,
but it did give encowrngement to people to
believe that with the lifting of restrietions
ont potential buildings costing up to £1,200
each, they would hie able to get all the mater-
ials they required. Some States were quite
satisfled that these restrietions should be re-
moved, and in all the States there was a
tremendous stampede of people to the loenl
governing authorities for permits to boild
and for the release of materials. Fortu-
nntely, many people who then eame into the
field by renson of the relinquishing of the
regulations, quickly found that they had to
act in competition with the urgeney and
needs of others who plans were slso con-
sidered with regard to the release of
matorials,

The control of materials that has applied
in this State came into operation under the
direction of the order published in the State
“Government Gazette” of March, 1942, and
that comntrol was exercised under that diree-
tion and authority over the signature of the
then Premier, Hon. J. C. Willeock, who acted
under delegated anthority in that econnection.
All permits for building were based on con-
siderations of hardship and the urgency of
the project. Under the contral vested in the
Deputy Director of War Organisation of In-
dustry, who was then Mr. 8. A. Taylor—he
has since been appointed to the position of
Public Service Commissioner—he had the
right and responsibility of saying “ves” or
“ne” to any approach or application for the
issue of a permit. In recent weeks, since
Mr. Taylor’s elevation to the position of
Publie Serviee Commissioner, that authority
has been delegated to Mr. Bond, the secre-
tary of the Workers’ Homes Board.

The release of materials has been placed
in charge of Mr. P, V. Andrews, represent-
ing the Materials Supply Directorate, which



[13 NovEMBER, 1945.]

is under the direction of the Ministry of
Munitions, Mr. Andrews was formerly an
officer in the State Sawmills Department, aml
he has a very wide experience and con-
siderable knowledge regarding building re-
nuisites and materials gererally. Thus with
the materials we possess and the availability
of sites, the position is automatically covered
under these arrangements. In all eases where
the priority system rules, releases will not
be difficult and ps certain materials become
more plentiful gradually the list of materi-
ials difficult to obtain will be lessened. In
the schedule to the Bill will be foun:
the types of materials that will come
under the conirol of the authority now
to be set up. It will he clear that con-
trol is essential while such items as bricks,
cement and ashestos sheeting, which are
made loeally, and imported items such as
galvanised piping and certain types of
cnamel ware, are difficult to obtain. In the
ease of the first three mentioned commodities,
the difficulties associnted with the stepping
up of manufacture centres in the eoal pro-
duetion of the State.

T have had figures taken out showing what
is necessary in that regard, and the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development is having an
exhaustive examination made of the total
requirements for the future. We will have
then the measure of the immediate need and
we shall cndeavour to get this commodity
supplied as fully ag we need it. It will be
found that the provisions in the Bill differ
only slightly from the National Seceurity
Regulations under Statutory Rule 85 of
1944, As a matter of fact, the phraseology
used in the Bill follows very closely that of
the statutory rule I have mentioned. I shall
be pleased to make copies available Lo Op-
position leaders so that they can trace
throughout the Bill the authority sought in
the varions provisions. It differs from the
present position in that the Bill will pro-
vide for the control of, and need for, per-
mits for all dwelling houses or alterations of
a value in excess of £25. Al present although
1o permit is nceded for a home costing
£1,200, in which respect the restriction was
removed overnizht by the Commonwealth,
there will remain the necessity I have men-
tioned of getting the release of materials.

Mr. Daney: A permit is not much use with-
out the materials being available.

1817

The PREMIER: Not a bit. In the Bill
we have incorporated a provision for both
the permit and the releage of huilding
materials,

Mr. Watis: Will that apply to second-
hand materials

The PREMIER : Not at all. With regard
to building requirements, although the auth-
ority in whom control is vested in aceord-
ance with the provisions of the Bill is the
Workers’ Homes Board, we have arranged
to take over some of the administration
formerly acting for the Commonwealth. We
are tzking over Mr. Andrews, and some
people appropriate to the task who formerly
operated under his jurisdietion. The con-
trol generally in that way will give an equal
opportunity to all deserving cases. As mem-
bers will bave noticed from a perusal of
the Bill, it will bind the Crown. Therefore
it is constdered quite proper that there shall
be just as mueh serutiny respecting the re-
leases neceded and the priorities with regard
to a Crown undertaking as there will be over
the very wide field operating not only out-
side the Workers’ Homes Board but by pri-
vate people generally.

Mr. Watts: If the Commonwealth Gov-
cernment proposed to build another Common-
wealth Bank, would you be able to control it¢

The PREMIER: I am afraid the State
eannot cxereise any control over the Com-
monwealth, but this legislation will help the
State to obtain the materials necessary for
homes to be built under the State and Com-
monwenith agreement regarding the con-
struction of homes for renting, and also
for the provision of houses for people in
the country districts. Those people will in-
clude Government cmployees such as rail-
way workers, flax mill employees, coalminers,
and other people working in the country dis-
tricts, Tt will ensure that the private builder
will he able to have an allocation made an
a fair basis and, indeed, wili provide for
private persons who ean make arrangements
for the building of their homes. The Bill will
place the department in a position to refuse
n permit to & man who has already a home
and desires to build a dwelling of cxceed-
ingly large proportions, the granting of a
permit for which could only be to the detri-
ment of more than one person applying for
a permit and for the release of materials.

Mz, Doney: Will the fact that a man has
been on active service be of assistanee in
connection with priorities?
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The PREMIER: All such cases will be
dealt with on the hardship hasis, and the
man who has been on active service will have
the advantage of the Commonwealth instru-
mentality—the War Service Homes scheme—
the State and Commonwealth agreement with
respect to the econstruction of howes tur
renting, which operations will be under the
control of the Workers’ Homes Board, and,
in addition to that, he will have the benefit
of the general programme of the Workers’
Homes Board. There will be & field more
specifically for the returned man, and in all
such cases they will be dealt with on the
basis of hardship and necessity.

Mr, Abbott: But the returned man will
get no absolute preference.

The PREMIER: He will have preference
because the War Services Homes scheme has
a proportion allocated specifieally for re-
turned men.

Mr. Abbott: Then they will not come nnder
the provisions of this legislation.

The PREMIER: Yes. Recently I had
an interview with the Chairman of the War
Services Homes Commission and he is quite
convinced that they are prepared to leave
their construction in the hands of the Work-
erg’ Homes Board of this State, which will
see to it that the proportion set aside for
such a purpose will be reasonahle and fair.
Thus not only have we control and autho-
rity vested in those who know the require-
ments of the State itself and of the mini-
mum requirements for the building of
homes, but in men who have an over-all
knowledge of the number of tvpes of build-
ings that are not only in most demand but
are esseniial for the immediate future. The
board is in an excellent position to adjudi-
cate in the matter. I am hopeful that he-
cause of that, we shall have a reasonahle
speeding-up of the building programme,
and at the same time a fair allocation re-
garding the supplies set out in the schedule
to the Bill, which also provides that as
soon as the position Improves in connec-
tion with some of those items, they will be
removed from the list. Tt is easing up in
connection with some items already but at
the moment all are necessary for control.

The member for Pingelly asked a ques-
tion about the epplications for permits in
this State, and 1 can inform him that in
recent months such applications have been
very heavy. For the year ended the 30th
June, 1945, the applications received
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totalled 4,350, of which 2,810 were granted.
Of the permits granted, 1,560 were for
dwelling houses and the balance were for
shops, factories and other types of build-
ings. For the four months ended the 30th
Qctober, 1945, 1,066 applications were re-
eeived, of which 650 have been granted.
Of those granted 393 were for dwellings.
These are figures that e¢ount. 1 am not so
impressed by what may be regarded as tar-
get figures, for they may or may not mean
very much. I am concerned ahout our
ability to meet necessities as soon as pos-
sible, having regard to the manpower posi-
tion and the use of mechanieal contrivances
in every passible way to step up coal pro-
duction.

We are hopeful that with the gradual re-
turn of men to the industry, we shall, with
the co-operation and help of the men, se-
eure the supply of coal that is required for
the production of much building material
that can be manufactured in this State.
The private home contractor will be al-
lotted a substantial shave of the housing
programme. The private home contractor
and the contractor himself will represent
a large proportion of the number of per-
mits issued and in consequence a large pro-
portion of the materials available. The
cost of the work in conneetion with the
materials contral has heen zecepted in part
by the State in the taking over of all the
essential officers who are now in Common-
wealth employ, and it is expected that the
addition to the workers’ homes expenditure
will be a little over £3,000, and in connec-
tion with the materials supplied also about
€3,000, A request has heen made to the
Commonwealth for some eontribution to
this expenditure, but we have not any re-
ply to hand. In any ecase, I feel sure that
the amalgamation of the two matters will
be mueh more economical than it has been
with the two services provided and being
controlled by different State and Common--
wealth departments.

I wish to stress the paint that in asking
Parliament to pass this legislation the Gov-
ernment is asking for nothing for its own
benefit.

My, Watts: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: We are not under any
illusions at all about the lack of popularity
of the control of materials for which there
was such a need and such a elamour. I feel
quite confident that the Commonwealth
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very quickly discovered how unpopular many
sections of its conirol happened to be, and
certainly how very diffienlt of implementa-
tion and of putting into effect on an equit-
able basis some of these controls proved to
be. There is no doubt about its anxziety to
hand back to the States this very diffieult one.

Mr. Doney: Did the Commonwealth ask
you to take over the econtrol ¥

The PREMIER: The Commonwealth did
not ask; it decided the States would take it
back only on the understanding that if all
the States pressed the Commonweslth fo
retain eontrol, it would retain it. Unfortu-
nately all the States were not of the same
mind as was this State because they were
anxious to get rid of Commonwealth con-
trol as quickly as possible.

Mr. Watts: That is not surprising.

The PREMIER: Members will under-
stand that the authority exercising control
will to some extent receive the blame for
the shortage of materials and therefore for
the delays in consiruetion. There will be
many applicants and many claimants with
unanswerahle e¢laims in regard to their
need for home building. Some of these will
include servicemen. Naturally they will feel
hitter and be constrained, I feel sure, to
blame the Government. It is not with con-
siderable enthusiasm, therefore, that I intro-
duece this Bill. I introduce it as a duty ex-
pecting that there will be plenty of abuse,
and very little credit in connection with this
legislation. On the other hand, unless it is
introdnced there will definitely be many in-
justices, and unless we shoulder this task
chaos may easily result. Applieations which
are to hand, dozens of them, show that the
applican{s are persons of very limited means.
What chance have such people in the race
for materials with those who have plenty
of money and are quite prepared to pay
for the buildings they require immediately?
I think it is a very important factor that
the most needy people irrespeetive of their
financial stending, whether it is substantial
or not, shonld have the opportunity to have
their needs met.

Mr, Doney: Is this pressure on the avail-
ability of materials likely to foree prices up
still furthery

The PREMIER: We have arranged for
control, as the hon. member knows. There
will be plenty of people prepared to pay
almost any price. I hope that the rigid and
proper control, and the proper allocation

of the share available to us, will give sa
faction in spite of the nnhappy circumstan
that will be created in some particulars.
hope that will be something which will v
quickly go overboard. I trust that with
return of normal manpower to our ma
facturing industries, in econnection w
which injustices associated with timber &
the working of timber and also in the e
production field have appeared, will m:
that we shall quickly—perhaps at the «
of mnext year whieh this Bill provides
the duration of control—arrive at a hapy
state in that connection.

I think that the firms of reputable build
and the people associated with the build
trade whose standing is very high will f
very little objection in this Bill. T feel &
that irrespective of the claims of hundr
of people, this is the best way to appro:
the problem and to ensure that we sl
have crder instezd of chags. I am confid
that in handing thiz matter to the Work
Homes Board we skall be vesting autho:
in persons of experience and repute whe
operate for the good of the State as a wh
I repeat that while it is diffienlt and
pleasant legislation, and it is a difficult s
unpleasant task administratively, I hope
will be received with the recognition t
the nced is indeed a vital one. I move—

That the Bill be now read a secund time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate
journed.

BILL—MAREETING OF ONIONS AC
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without ame:
ment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-46.

In Committes of Supply.
Resumed from the 8th November; !
Rodoreda in the Chair.
Vote—Native Affairs, £50,000 (parily e
sidered) :

MR. EELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgard
[553]: Pirstly I wish to refer to the s
jeet of river jetties and desire to supp
some of the remarks made by the mem
for Claremont. I alse¢ wish to bring bef
the responsible Minister the very unsa
factory position that exists in the vari
road board localities in which jetties on
Swan River are situated. I am led to und



1820

stand thai some of the difficulties regarding
the repair and maintenance of these jetties
are more or less brought about by what
seems to be a somewhat confused posifion
in so far the responsibility for the mainten-
ance is eoncerned. I feel the time is over-
due when the Government should assume
complete control over and responsibility for
the present unsatisfactory state of affairs.
We are now in the summer months, and
the dangers that are associated with
some of our jetties will be intensified be-
cause of the greater uses to which these
jetties will be put. In many instances the
planking and decking have been removed
from the jetties. Particularly is this so in
connection with the Canning Bridge jetty,
from which a vast amount of material has
been removed. The structure now is in a
very unsafe condition.

This unsatisfactory position eould be over-
come if the entire management of all these
jetties was placed under Government con-
trol. The employment of one or two in-
speetors is very necessary. Those men could,
while engaged in other occupations, consti-
tute a form of patrol and they could be
entrusted with the duty of looking after
public property. No doubt a good deal of
the disrepair in which the various jetties
are known to be is the result of vandalism.
On one occasion last summer I approached
a number of youths, and young men a little
beyond the age of youthfulness, while they
were engaged in removing material from
the Canning Bridge jetty. I entered upon
the task with a certain amount of diffidence
because on such oecasions one is sometimes
told where one gets off. At any rate, T
approached these lads and pointed out to
them the exvor of treating public property
in that manner and the grave danger to
which they were subjecting, not only child-
ren but grown-ups, by the removal of the
planking and decking. These lads saw the
wisdom of my remarks and desisted from
further vandalism.

As I have said, the difficulty could be
overcome if a few inspectors were given
power to intervene on such occasions, and
make periodieal visits to these jetties with
the idea of limiting the vandalism that
eauses so mueh inconvenienee to the publie
and leads to so much otherwise unnecessary
cxpenditure. T hope some consideration will
he ‘given to the suggestion of bringing all
the jetties on the Swan River under one
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control, even if the local governing hodies
concerned have to pay subsidies to the Gov-
ernment for such central control. It is
essential that all doubts on this score be
removed, and that the Government shall en-
sure that the dangeroms position that has
been created is overcome by means of ade-
quate central control.

The seeond point to which I wish to refer
is in connection with crabs, I tackled this
subject on & previons oceasion and also
asked a number of questions. I am sorry to
find that although 12 months have elapsed
since there was quite a big agitation concern-
ing the erab position on the Swan River,
no legislation has been brought down to
rectify the position. What I should like to
see is the passing of legislation that would
prevent people from taking from the river
erabs in an immature condition, and those
that were below a certain measurement.
Now that we are at the commencement of
the seasom, it is very necessary that some
move should he made in this direetion with
a view to eliminating the wanton destruetion
that took place last year, and has taken place
in previous years when the supply of crahs
has been prolific.

Comwmeneing last ycar in November, all
the hanks in the Swan river were teeming
with erab lines and, as fast as ecrabs
appeared, many people—not only the very
voung, hut even those of mature age—ob-
tnined great sport from destroying them.
In many instances they were not killed for
their food value, but with a view to obtain-
ing fertiliser for gardens. But many erabs
were left on the heaches. They were not
taken home to give to the fowls or to put
in the garden; they were just destroved ond
left there. As the season went on, it became
noticeable that though teeming masses had
been there at the beginning of November,
by the commencement of the New Year the
crabs were very scarce, and those being
caught were in deep water and required a
considerable amount of effort to capture.
They were thus placed beyond the ability
of the average persen to secure. If the
season were normal and the crabs were con-
trolled in the manner T am going to snggest,
they would last from the berinning of
November until about the end of May.

What was the position during that period
last year, as far as marketing was concerncd 7
During that period 83 per cent. of the erabs



[13 NoveaBER, 1945.]

marketed—that is in the 1944 summer and
in the early portion of 1945—were of a
standard measurement. That is to say, from
tip to tip of their elaws they measured from
12 to 20 ins. Throughout the whole of Jast
season I kept data, having the intention, if
somcthing were not done to control the aum-
ber of crabs taken from the river, fo make
a soggestion in this Chamber regarding the
matter. From that data I found that a 12-
inch erab weighs about 234 ounces and has
a carapace measurement of 3% ins. That
weight malkes the erab useless from a food
value point of view. These crabs were all of
the blue-manna type. A month later the crabs
were 1314 ins. and had a total live weight of 4
ounces and a carapace measurement of 4 ins.
A period of six wecks passed before I took
further stoek of the erabs then most plenti-
ful. I found that they were 1734 ins,
weighed 13 ouneces and had a carapace
measnrement of 6 ins, Towards the end of
April, the average crab was 22 ins,, weighed
15% ounces, and the ecarapace measurement
was 634 inches.

I do not care what amount of C.S.LK.
information or other scientific knowledge is
going to be brought to bear on this snbjeet.
The figures I have given are the result of
an investigation I earried out to secure in-
formation for this purpose, and there is no
conjecture about it. What T have said is
not somebody elre’s word but purely my
own finding. I contend that when small
erabs, from 12 to 15 inches, are taken from
the water, 50 per cent. of their potential
food value is wasted. It therefore seems
to me that a regulation fixing the mini-
mum earapace measurement is badly needed,
if erabs are to be conserved for future years.
Not long ago, the Fisheries Department made
{his statement:

¥f regulations were framed with the object
of preventing the taking of immature crabs
from the Swan river between the Causewny and
Fremantle, it would be impossible to police
them.

Why? Are we going to baulk at the ap-
pointment of a few inspectors who would
be nceessary to patrol from time to time
our ports, jetties and sandspits and other
places where erabs are to be had in the early
part of the season, which represents the enly
danger period in this connection? Is it im-
possible to employ a few inspectors? If
such inspeetors were not obtaining- sufficient
assistance from the general publie, wonld
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it not be possible to launch one or two prose

“vutions which would quickly have the desire

cffect of bringing to book any persons sti
intent on destroying this wonderful heritage
The Fisheries Department’s statement wen
on to say:

A fisheries inspector giving evidence i

1906 to o Parliamentary Joint Committee sni
thot in some years crabs constituted a plagu
to professional fishermen.
That was in 1906; and now, ncarly 40 year
later, it is dished up apain as a tangibl
reason why the taking of erabs should ne
be controlied and why it would be almos
impogsible to police any regulations of thi
kind!

The Minister for Lands: The same ol
fishermen, T suppose?

Mr. KELLY: T will tel} the Minister wha
has taken place regarding the same old fish
crmen.  In 1906, Weslern Awnstralia had
population of a little over 200,000 people
todry we have nearly 500,000, 1In 190
there were between 50 and 60 licensed fish
crmen, and they were getting 2 reasonabl
living. The price of fish at that time wa
not exorbitant as it is today. It was reasor
able, and fishermen received a reasonable re
turn. Today the number of liecnsed fisher
men varies from 16 to 30, and they cove
the same ground as was covered 40 year
ago. They are probably getting double whs
the fishermen received in 1906, The arm
menk put forward previously and the replic
I have had to questions in this House ar
most unsatisfactory; and it is high tim
that the MMinister toek his deparhment t
task and compelled the termingting of whs
has been a most unsatisfactorv state of af
fairs over a period of vears. The officis
statement also said that tha quantily of erak
sold was comparatively rmall, Again
would ask: TTow aeearate is that statement
For the 12 months ended December, 1941, n
fower than 20,932 1bs. of erabs passe
through the markets alone. TFor the ves
ended December, 1942, the figure was 26,29
Ibs. In 1943 crahs were very scaree and th
number of men fishing for them was le:
than in previous years; conscquently onl
6,880 1bs. reached the market for the yer
cnded December, 1843, Up to Decembe
1944—one of the most prolific years' th
State bas known in 25 years—27,740 Ib
were marketed.
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That represents only a small portion of

the crabs caught. Every night, week after,

week, throughout the seasen one can find
hundreds of people around our river banks,
many catehing between 4 and 5 dozen crabs.
That takes placc in the earlier part of the
year, when I contend the erabs should be
protected so as to enable their food value
to increage. That would take place in two
monthg’ time and there would be still plenty
of opportunity for people to obtain erabs,
which would then be more than double the
size. The figures I have given do uot sug-
gest comparative smallness, but disclose that
average years yield, through the markets
alone, over 60,000 ecrabs s season. This heri-
tage belongs to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and it is np to us as legislators to
see that that heritage is passed on and that
the young ones of today will be able to en-
joy later an advantaze equal to that which
we have enjoyed over a period of wyears,
No reasonable exeuse can be offered for re-
fusing to introduce legislation to eontrol the
carapace measurement during the first 5 or
6 weeks of the season commencing trom
about the lst November. I would ask the
Minister to make every effert fo bring down
legislation on those lines.

The next item to which I wish to refer
coneerns shags. The last time T bronght
up this matter T caused a certain amount of
amusement ; but I assure the Committee that
the time bas gone by when shags should
create amunsement amongst sound-thinking
people.  The protection of this maltiple-
species cormorant must give way to whole-
sale and systematic destruetion., The time
has long gone by in my opinion, and in the
opinion of hundreds of others, when the
protection of these cormorants should cease.
There is only one way to eliminate the shag,
which I suppose is one of the most useless
birds that has frequented our shores, estu-
aries, jetties and bridges, and that is by
attacking it at the rookeries. At certain
times, thousands of shags are hatched at
Serpentine, Chittering Lakes, Gingin Brook
and Moore River swamps,

Sitting suspended from .15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. KELLY : Before the tea adjournment
1 said I considered that shags and cormor-
ants should be attacked at their rookeries
and I instanced four of the main breeding
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grounds where they congregate yearly, be-
tween the beginning of November and the
end of December, to hatch huge numbers of
young shags. Even if the eradication of
the shags is an expense to the Government
I think aclion would be fully justified.
Many years ago a royalty of 6d. per head
was paid on shags and, if no other means
is available, I thirk the royalty should
again he introduced and paid as an incen-
tive to the destruction of these useless
birds. The alternative is to put on paid
men—it would not need a great number of
them—to police the breeding grounds of
the shags during the few wecks of the
breeding season in an endeavour to stamp
out this menace. Tn years gone by licensed
fishermen have expressed the opinion that
shags were doing no harm, but today there
is a complete reversal of that idea and
many of the fishermen I have spoken to in
the last 12 months are fully slive to the
danger created by the shags in the Swan
River, particularly in the last few years.
Some fishermen have complained that the
shags not only caused a depletion of many
species of fish in the river but have at-
tacked the neis when they have been left
unattended.

On a conservative estimate the shags’
daily consumption of small fish and fish
food is one-half to three-quarters of a Ib.
per head. The harm that is being done ean
be seen when we consider the amount of
other fish food that is being eonsumed daily
by this huge flock of birds. Dr. D. L. Ser-
veniy of the Council for Seientific and
Industrial Research says that the shag’s
average diet is 134 1b. of fish daily, made
up of cobblers and other slow moving fish
of little economic value as human food. I
think that assertion is contradictory, as
regards the type of fish mentioned, cobblers
and other slow moving fish. As the member
for Claremont said, the cobbler is & nice
fish, and hospital authorities and many
houscholders in the metropolitan arca have
thought so during the last four or five
vears. For the 12 months ended the 3lst
December, 1941, the fish eaught and sold
by licensed fishermen totalled 171,133 lbs.,
of which cobblers amounted to 43,257 lbs.
During that period and at all times the
price of cobblers to householders has been
little below that for mullet.

In 1942, 259,501 lbs. of mixed fish was
marketed by licenscd fishermen, and of that
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total cobblers amounted to 42,496 lbs. In
1943 the year's catech amounted to 213,564
lbs. of mized fish and there was a falling
off in the number of cobblers, whieh repre-
sented only 16,707 lbs. Besides the valu-
eble food that the cobblers have made avail-
able to the people of the State during that
period, and their consequent value to the
community, it must be realised that the
shags are not feeding mainly on cobblers.
The shag is not as diseriminating as the
Couneil for Scientific and Industrial Re-
search would lead us to believe. Anyone
who cares to observe the habits of shags on
the river will find that they do not concen-
trate on eobblers, as some of their feeding
grounds are devoid of cobblers. The majo-
rity of the food of shags in most portions
of the river ‘is comprised of prawns,
shrimps, smelt and other small fish life that
inhabits the shallows of the Swan River.

It is significant that during the years
1942-1943 and in January, February and
March of 1944 there were no prawns sold
on the loeal market. The prawn has be-
come practically extinet in most parts of
the Swan River. During that period a great
incentive was offered to licensed fishermen
to eateh prawns, as they were offered as
much ag 30s. per gallon by the Allied Ser-
viees, yet there were still no prawns caught.
During last yvear a few king prawns again
made themselves conspicuous, and if one
had sufficient time to drag for a couple of
hours one would probably get a guart pot-
ful. That was the cxtent last year of the
prawns in most portions of the Swan River.
On a conservative estimate the shag eats
from one-half to three-quarters of a lh. of
fish per day, so estimating the number of
shags on the Swan at 1,000 birds they ac-
count for no less than 500 lbs. of fish per
day. I think 1,000 birds is a conservative
estimate when one can see shags stretehing
for half a mile, a chain wide, from Canning
Bridge to the Mount Henry narrows. That
500 Ibs. of fish per day would represent, in
12 months, 182,500 1bs. of fish.

Mr. Abbott: That is a matter of doubt.
The experts say, ‘‘No."’

Mr. KELLY : I do not think there is any
doubt about it in the minds of those who
ohserve the habits of shags on the Swan
River or its tributaries. I have watched
them with powerful glasses, from & vantage
point, and they do not eat only cobblers,
thongh the cobbler supply in the river
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is becoming depleted. At one. time on
could go to olmost any part of ti
Swan River where there was dar
water and ecatch cobblers, but toda
they ave just as scarce as most othe
fish in.the river. That 182,500 lbs. ¢
fish taken by the cormorants repr
sents more than the whole catech of ti
licensed fishermen in 1941, when the tot
reached 171,000 lbs. of fish. That stdte
affairs is alarming and it is no use simpl
saying that the scientists tell us otherwis
They have a lot still to learn about tb
marine life of our rivers and estuaries.
think the shags should be destroyed an
treated as were many of the other pes
dealt with recently by the Committee
vermin in this State.

In the last 12 months much has been sai
in the Press regarding fish and their habit
and the amount of air observation that
taking place, and what we can look to i
the future in the way of controls and
on. We have also heard that we have
fish policy, but that is of no value unle:
immediate steps are taken to conserve wh:
we already have. It is useless to chase
new policy and tell people about order!
marketing and fixed prices if, at the san
time, we are depleting the stocks of ¢l
rivers and estnaries as we bave done in il
last few years and are doing today. TI
only way to remedy the position is by tal
ing certain essential action. Firstly the:
should be a complete closing, on & rot
tion hasis, of the various waters used 1
fishing grounds ovér a pertod of years.
wonld not be necessary to deprive the ]
or even 30 licensed fishermen of an oppo
tnnity to earn a living.

Results could be obtained by a systemat
closing of certain sections of the variol
cetuaries, ae well gs the Swan River, an
it wonld be a matter of enforcing th
closure against fishing only about twice in
decade. The sccond point is striet adhe
ence to a suitable minimum size to ensul
opportunity for reproduction of the specie
This has been the subject of quite an amow
of controversy over a period of years, ar
T wish to demonstrate how little has bee
accomplished in the way of conserving fis
supplies. The first point fo take into co:
sideration, upart from the closing of wate
to net fishermen, is the prohibition of &
fishing in breeding-grounds during i
epawning season. This must be insist
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upon if we are going to build up stocks of
fish to give the industry a bright futyre.
IPinally, we must wage total war on shags.
This, although the last to be mentioned, is
by no means the least. In this way alone
can we hope to conserve not only much of
the fish in the river but also the food on
which Lhe fish live.

An examination of the available figures
gives eause for great concern. I am taking
the period to 1943 because I have been un-
able to get reliable data covering the period
since that year. The department has handled
through the markets a large quantity of
Perth herring and a considerable amount
of canning has been dome, but I wonder
whether we know the full and tme story
of the Perth herring. I feel that we do
not because frequently contradictory figures
are published and contradictory information
given by way of answers to guestions, show-
ing that a not very accurate account has
heen obtainable and that there has been a
tertain amount of guesswork. Dealing with
the various types of fish canght in the Swan
River, I wish to make a comparison between
the years 1941 and 1943, as follows:—

1941, 1943,

1bs. Ibs.
Mullet .. 67,431 21,938
Vellow-gyed mullet .. 12,523 3,334
Flathead 2,567 1,944
Cobbler 43,257 16,707
Bkipjack 1,085 404

Thus mullet and yellow-eyed mullet de-
elined by more than 66 per cent. Of the
fish that in the past contributed largely to
the total quantity passing through the mar-
kets and canned, there has been a decided
falling off in those two years. What the
figures for 1944 and 1945 will disclose can
anly be conjectured. More alarming still
i< the disparity in the quantity of mullet
taken in the year 1943 as compared with the
gear 1937. It may be argued that this is
1 wide range of years, but it demonstrates
‘he amount of depletion that has occurred
sver that period. Tn 1937, the mullet mar-
teted totalled 312,000 1bs., representing
130,000 dozen averaging 5 ozs. each, while
n 1943 the quantity marketed totalled only
22000 Ibs,, or only one-fourteenth of the
1937 cateh, Another indication that should
se regarded as a definite warning is found
n other official figures. In 1943, 550,808 Ibs,
f fresh fish were used for eanning which
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produced 229,748 lbs, a wastage of 41 per
cent. In 1944, 655,542 lbs. of fresh fish were
used to produce 214,389 Ibs. of canned fish,
thus disclosing a wastage of 68 per cent.

" What infercnee can we draw from this
additional wastage? Although the eatch was
larger—the quantity of fish eaught was
100,000 lbs. more—the wastage, instead of
vemaining about proportionate o that of the
earlier period, showed a marked increase.
The reason for this is obvions. During the
vear 1944, Lhe quantity of under-sized fish
that passed through the processing plants
aqinst have been greater. 1t is a well-known
fact that in dealing with small fish, the pro-
portion of head and gut is far greatar than
in larger fish., Therefore the position is
alarming. Though 655,000 bs, of fish were
taken there was a decrease in the net re-
sult. No sane excuse can be advanced for
the continuation of the unwise pelicy we
have heen following during the last four or
five years.

It is obvious that the department is per-
fectly weli aware of the danger. My reason
for making this statement is that in 1941
Lhe department took steps to determine
whether mullet stocks were being depleted
and, as part of a general investigation, meas.
wred 16,000 mullet sent to the Perth markets
between the months of February and July.
As a result of this investigation, licensed
fishermen were advised that the minimum
length at which mullet might be caught
would be raised yearly, thus indieating that
all was not well and that the department was
satisfied there was only one way of protect-
ing the diminishing fish supply in our estu-
aries. The circular issned stated that the
ontstanding features of this measurement
test were that one-fifth of the 16,000 fish
measured were under size, that is, less than
9% inches; nine-tenths were fish which were
immature and had not been given an oppor-
tunity to reproduce their species; and only
10 per cent. were over three years old and
sexunally mature, and that of these only a
neglible few eame from the three main estu-
aries. The fisheries report went on to say—

Remedial measures are of course necessary
if we are going to preserve this most import-
ant species for posterity, and it scems that the
most effective manner of dealing with the rub-
ject is to inercase the minimum lemngth to a

standard which will ensure that all fish cought
have had an opportunity of spawning ot least
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once. The first spawning does not take place
until the fish are three years of age, by which
time they reach an average length of 13 inches.

That is all very interesting. The department
intended to increase the minimum size uniil
& standard was reached to allow of the fish
multiplying. That was firmly fixed in the
minds of the offieials in 1941, There have
been certain factors to make it diffieuit for
the department to maintain that standard.
[ was astounded to read in a newspaper of
the 9th Novermber gome reflections published
under the headings “Fish Conservation, Test
with Mullet, Relaxdtion of Redtrietions.”
The statement was as follows:—

In order to test thc results of the recent
fish conservation scheme, the Fisheries De-
partment in this State ia now permitting fisher-
men to market all mullet caught in the nets
of 2%in, mesh during the three months end-
ing January 31 next, even though they may
be less than the present legal minimum length
of 11% inches, provided all sueh fish are dis-
posed of thromgh the Metropolitan Markets,
where a daily cheek is being made hy Dr. D. L.
Serventy, of the Council for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research.

Prior to March, 1942, the legal minimam
length at which mullet could be sold in this
State was 914 inches. This was then extended
to 10% inches and in March, 1942, to 113
inches, the ultimate intention having been to
raise the minimum length to 13 inches, at which
age, it was considered the fish would be sexu-
ally mature and able to reproduce their species.

With the inerease in the minimum size per-
mitted it was obvious that the pize of the mesh
would also have to be proportionately adjusted.
Beeause of the lack of the necessary gear on
aecount of the war, the annual incrense was
temporarily discontinued. No change in the
minimum length was made in 1943 and the
legal minimum at which mullet could be sold
has remained at 1114 inches,

The only expedient the department could
think of was to allow the fishermen to have
a go at what they could eateh in a 2V4-inch
mesh net, instead of elosing the Swan River
sufficiently long to permit of the fish reach-
ing maturity and reproducing their species.
A 2%4in. net will cateb an 8in. mullet with-
out any doubt whatever. I make that asser-
tion from personal experience. All these
facts thot I have brought forward are
obtained from departmental sources; ag it
were, they are marked down in the Good
Book. There is no guessing. Everything is
there for the Minister or anyone else to read.
Yet we are taking no action; instead, we
are leaving & wide open gate for everything
which the fisherman likes to cateh for the

next three months; as the report goes on
say, ‘‘Another week in which to slaught
this immature and ungrown fish!’’ I ur
that the matter be treated even more se:
ously than has been attempted in the pa
and that a sant level-hended policy
adopted in arder to ensure the conservati
of one of our main sources of fish supy
in the metropolitan area, the Swan Riv
and the estnaries, :

MR. McLARTY (Murrey-Wellingto.
[8.1]: Reference has already been made
the illness of the Minister in contral of tl
department; and those members who oceu;
these benches would also like to express 3
gret at the Minister’s enforeed absence a
to say that, whilst we hear it is most ©
likely he will be returning to the House {]
session, we hopc he will be with us wh
we meet next year and fully restored
health. I desire to say a2 word or two on t
vote for Native Affairs and also a few wor
on the Vote for Fisheries.

Dealing first with native affairs, I thi
that the provision which the Minister o
lined when introducing the Kstimat
namely, to provide a certain area whe
natives might be taught agricultural a
pastoral activities, is & very good move; 1
eause, Mr. Chairman, you will realise tl
by far the overwhelming majority of nati
are fitted for those pursuits, but ftted f
little else.  Unquestionably, they can
tarned into useful farm-hands, and so t
training they will receive will be of gre
benefit to them, The Minister also s
that there had been a great reduction in t
money which had been provided for nati
during the past year to provide ratio
I consider it unnecessary to provide mon
for rations for natives under present cc
ditions, exeept, of course, for the old a
the sick. Natives today can earn all |
moncy they require. Their services are
demand and they are being offered hi
wages. I notice that for the year ended {
30th June, 1944, the natives drew £29,484
child endowment, while for the previous ye
they drew £27,440, an increase of £2,004
12 months, and I have no doubt that the :
crease will continue.

Mr. Doney: There is going to be no

crease in population as far as they are cc
rerned.
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Mr. McLARTY : One of the objects of the

rovision of child endowment is to help to
wcrease our population; there is no doubt
bout the increase in our half-caste popula-
on. The Native Affairs Department might
ive consideration to this matter of child
1dowment and the way in which it is spent
y the natives. T am econvinced that much
t it is being wasted.

The Minister for Lands: We have no con-
ol over them.

Mr. McLLARTY : No, it is a Federal matter.
Mr. Doney: Indirectly, we could exercise
mtrol.

The Minister for Lands: How ean we?
he money is paid to the natives.

Mr. McLARTY: The money should be
)ent wisely. It is taxpayers' money and
feel convinced that it is not being spent
isely at present. Any member who has a
10wledge of natives and the way in which
ey live will agree that there should be an
rerhaul of these child endowment payments.
Mr. Cress: Would you increase the en-
wwment to the natives?

Mr. McLARTY: No, I am not suggesting
ly increase.

Mr. Doney: Does the member for Canning
iggest an increase? )
Mr. Cross: No.

Mr. McLARTY: I wish to say a word or
‘0 about the natives and drink. Anybody
th a knowledge of natives knows per-
etly well it is most undesirable that
ey should be supplied with intoxicating
[uor. Aecording to the report of the Com-
issioner of Native Affairs, he says that
iring the past 12 months only three per-
ns were convicted for supplying intoxicat-
g liguor to natives, yet there were 50 con-
ctions for offences by natives, and 42
¢ cent. of these offences were attributable
intoxicating liquor; and for supplying in-
gicating liquor one person was fined £30,
other £25, and a third received six months’
prisonment. We know that wherever
tives are they are getting intoxicating
mor—in many eases in as great quantities
they require. Wine is the drink for which
ey crave; it is their weakness. The effect
it is to drive them silly and they are not
»n responsible for their actions.

Wine has a different effect upon a native
ym that produced upon a white man; the
ference may not be seen in & native's legs,
t it has a avite different effect on his head.
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I suggesi to the Minister that he consider
overhauling the legislation which provides
for punishment of those who supply intoxi-
cating liquor to natives., Under present con-
ditions it is exceedingly difficult te get a
conviction, As I have just quoted from the
Commissioner’s report, only three persons
were convieted during the past 12 months
for that offence. At present, unless a con-
stable can actually see the liquor being given
to a native, he stands no chance of securing
a conviction. I understand that in a court
of law a native's word is not accepted and
so the prosecuting constable eannot make vse
of the native’s evidence. In these days, where
we have half-costes living amongst the white
population and know full well that they are
offending against the law, econsideration
should be given to the evidence of the native
concerned. As I said, the time has eome
when there should be an overhaul of this
legislation. The offence is regarded so ser-
iously by the Legislature that there is a
minimum penalty of £20, and a maximum
penalty of £100 and six months’ imprison-
ment, if the court so decides. What I have
to szy naw affects native children. I pre-
sume I shall be in order in discussing the
matter under this Vote, but it really con-
cerns the Minister for Education,

The Minister for Lands: He comes next.

My, McLLARTY : It is in connection with
the attendance of native children at schools.
The policy is now to provide for these
children at all State schools. I am net
raising any objection to the educating of
the native, particularly the half-caste, as
I admit the State has a duty in that direc-
tion, I think, however, that consideration
should he given to the conditions under
which these native children live, A great
majority of them live in eamps and I think
it desirable that both the Ministers con-
cerned—the Minister in charge of Native
Affairs and the Minister for Edueation—
should inspect some of these eamps. If they
were to do so they would gain valuable in-
formation.

Many white people objeet to half-caste
children attending State schools. I have
discussed the matter with many parents .
and find that they do not objeet to the half-
caste children being educated, provided
these children are properly houvsed and
loocked after. But they do cobjeet under
present eonditions. How can the natives
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keep their children c¢lean and free from
vermin, as well as from some diseases
which attack them, such as scabies? The
natives live in huts, with no covering on
the floor and no proper bathing facilities,
and certainly no proper sanitation. Yei
they are expeected to keep their children
clean and send them to school. It is not
possible to do so under present econditions.
Not only do these native children use the
same accommodation as is provided for the
white children, but they also use the same
sanitary conveniences. I consider that to
be neither fair nor right.

There is need for the native children and
half-caste children to he taught something
about cleanliness; that is particularly im-
portant. They should be taught something
about the evils of drink, because under ex-
isting conditions they know that their par-
ents, or their elders, will get drink on every
occasion they peossibly ean, and they natur-
ally grow up thinking they are perfeetly
right in doing the same thing. They see the
wambling that goes on. Tt seems to he part
of a native’s nature to gamble, and I think
that is where mueh of this child endow-
ment money is wasted. The children should
be taught something about the evil of
gambling. Sanitation is one of the chief
subjeets in which they should receive in-
struction. The Leader of the Opposition
told the Committee that a certain num-
her of houses were to he built in various
centres for natives. I do not think they
would live in them very long. You, Mr.
Chairman, know, as you come from the
North, that the native is very superstitious,
and that is something we must try to cor-
rect.

Mr. Doney: Do you say the natives will
not live in those houses?

Mr. McLARTY: Yes. 1T said that the
native was a very superstitious person.
Those of ns who know the habits of the
natives know that if one dies the hut is
pulled down or they shift camp. If a pative
died in a house the others wonld leave it.
The report of the Commissioner of Native
Affairs states that some white people leave
their house after a death bas occurred in
it, and they go to another one. That is not
so with the native. He will pull down the
house if he gets the opportunity, or he will
leave it altogether. I do not know that it
is a wise provision to build these houses. If
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money is spent in that way we will have
to be careful to see that the right type of
native is given these houses.

The Minister for Lands: We will havi
to be careful to see that no native dies ir
one,

Mr. McLARTY : That is all T have to saj
on native affairs, and I have very little te
say on fisheries. I approve of the sugges
tion by the Minister that a guardian of game
should be appointed. We have certain game
in Western Australia that we are trying te
preserve, and we have certain people whe
do not care whether they shoot rare birds
or animals, as long as they shoot something
If we can preserve some of the game tha
we have in this State we will be doing the
country a service. There is much of cer
tain game that we want to get rid of.

Mr. Thorn: Is not the local constable th
guardian of game in each distriet?

Mr. MeLARTY : He has something to de
with it. If a person shoots ducks out of
season and the policeman eatches him h
prosecutes. The Mirister also said some:
thing zbout taking control over fisheries
He said he was going to copy the Queens
land Act.

The Minister for Lands: I said a confer
enee was called and that was advocated.

Mr. MeLARTY: I have not seen the
Quecnsland Aet, but I know that Queens
land is rather keen on the idea of Stat
trading concerns. I do not want to see anj
Government fish shops opened. I recently
had an opportunity to talk to an officer of
the Fisheries Branch of the C.8.1R., and he
15 most optimistic abont the werlth that
can be derived from the fishing industry
along our coast. He said that it could
be onc of our greatest primary industries
He is certain of that. Not only are we
short of fish in Australia, but there is ar
export market for it as well. If this in.
dustry can be developed it would be wise
for the Government to expand it to the
fullest. In conclusion I want to say thal
the waters of the Peel Inlet at Mandural
are the chief somrce from which the smal
fish are supplied to the metropolitan area
These waters supply by far the greater par
of the small fish to the whole of this par-
ticular area. In view of that I sugges
to the Minister that now we have reached
the post-war period he should do something
to keep the bar at Mandurah from closing

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!
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Mr. MeLARTY: I mean the ocean bar.
It depends to a large degree on what hap-
pens to the bar as to what amount of fish
is available to the metropolitan area. It
would be wise to do something to keep that
bar open. Again, something should be done
in regard to keeping the bar open where
the Murray and the Serpentine Rivers meect
at Yunderup. 1 have, by way of deputation,
diseussed this matter with the Minister for
Works and I do not think that there is need
for me to say anything further at this
stage.

£

MR. DONEY (Williamns-Narrogin}
[8.20]: I* associate myself with the regrels
expressed by the member for Murray-Wel-
lington with regard to the very serious ill-
ness that overtoock our friend the Minister
for Native Affairs. I understand that recent
reports of his condition indieate that he is
improving at a satisfactory rate, se it will
not be long before we see him back with
us. The member for Murray-Wellington
made copious refercnees to the native prob-
lem. T am at one with him when he says
that the conditions, under which the natives
dwelling in our towns are forced to live, are
such as to preclude absclutely the possibility
of their children heing clean enough to at-
tend schools. 1e savs, and 1 agree with
him, that the fault is onre. Spesking gen-
erally, I am entirely dissatisfied, and always
have been, with the native position. T re-
gret that tonight I am not in a positien to
offer anything useful towards a solution of
the many problems presented by the natives
of this State. I have been concerned in the
past with native problems in many parts of
the world, but never before have I regarded
the problem as being so difficult of solution
as it is in Western Australia. The Minister
said that there is today plenty of work for
the natives. He is quite right, but the nat-
ives are not too keen on working, and [
think he knows that.

The Minister for Lands: Some 6,000 arc.

Mr. DONEY: His remarks about the
natives wonld not be in such an optimistic
strain were it not that the department, with
which he was dealing when he introduced the
Estimates, is one to which he is unaceustomed,
There is plenty of work but the natives are,
n my opinion—along the Great Southern in
iny case—far less industrions than has been
he ease for a long while. The Minister said
oo that the natives today are passing

- done.
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through a period of considerable prosperity-
The prosperity that the Minister sees among
the native is an entirely spurious one. Surely
there ean be no two opinions on that point.
The suggestion of prosperity among these
people arises from the child endowment pay- .
ments. That money is all too frequently, as
most members know, grabbed by the hus-
band and used for two-up purposes instead
of for what it was intended, namely, to give
the children food and elothing.

T was with a farmer friend of mine about
three¢ months ago and, with the objeet of
contacting a native in whom I was interested
in respect of a job he was supposed to be
doing, we went down to a certain outhouse
and stumbled across a two-up sehool. I
singled out the native I was interested in
and said to him, “How js the game
progressing so far as you are con-
cerned?” 1 read him a little bit of a lecture,
as is my habit on oeccasions, and he
told me—and he showed me proof too—
that during the afterncon, which was then
about three hours old, he had won £18 in
money and 40 rabbit traps. The 40 rabbit
traps were of greater concern te my farmer
friend than the £18 beeause this fellow was
under contract to catch rabbits for the
farmer and the traps were the farmer's
rroperty. [ do not blame the aborigines or
the half-castes for that sort of thing. T
think the general drabness of their lives
forees them to use two-up and so forth for
the sake of the cxcitement that such pas-
times bring to their otherwise poor existence.
They have, as we well know, no ambition of
any sort, Their lives seem to be entirely
purposeless. When I meet them under thesr
conditions I do not feel like blaming them,
but I do feel intensely sorry for them. I
cannot see that life holds anything for these
people. The faunlt and the responsibility are
ours. I think, too, that in a large measure
mueh that contributes to the debasement of
the natives is what he has, speaking in a
general way, copied from us.

With the member for Muorray-Wellington,
T agree that the woes and worries represented
by the natives here constitute a problem that
we are in duty bound to try to solve. There
is need for an intensive inquiry. I had
hoped that it would take place this session.
I am not prepared to say what should he
I do not know, but T do know that
there are bits and pieces of plans in the
State, but nothing that can be worked to
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with any hope of arriving at a sensible con-
elusion. So it seems to me that a Seleet
{ommittee or Royal Commission to inquire
into the matter is still outstanding. I think
that to a far greater degree than ever before
when we have been inquiring into matters
affecting the native and his welfare, we
should c¢anvass the opinion of the native
himself. All too frequently we have been
prone to disregard him ahd his views. Wo
hring in eranks by the score and let them
have their say, hour after hour, about the
native .but the aborigine himself is kept
onlside. Inecidentally I think that in the
matter of hospital treatment the member for
Canning might he answered if the endow-
ment money was set aside for the purpose
of servicing separate hospitals for natives.

Natives, when in native hospitals, should
he nursed by native nurses. This is not
the Vote of the Minister for Agriculture, but
he might have the same idea with regard to
native teachers in schools. It was the Min-
ister who made some mention of the attempt
to improve the lot of the natives by the
settlement at Wandering Brook, I am very
hopeful about the work being done there.
The methods followed seem to be entirely
sensible and I am hoping that some good
may result from them. There is a great
deal that one could say buf I repeat, in
closing, that I am not qualified, tonight at
any rate, to say anything at all that I feel
to be in any way a useful contribution to-
wards the native and his problems. But
T do hope that before the next session is
over we shall have sense enough to set po-
ing a commission of inguiry into the natives
with the object of improving their lot gener-
ally.

MRB. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [8.30]: I
Jjoin with other members who have expressed
regret at the absence of the Minister for the
North-West on aecount of illness, and I trost
that our expression of regret will be con-
veyed to him. I particularly regret the
Minister’s absence beeause another Minmister
had to present his Estimates, and that pre-
sentation was not complete enough to pro-
vide the Committee with as much informa-
tion as could be desired.

The Minister for Lands: I am glad I did
not give much more information, in view
of the talk that has been indulged in on
this Vote,

My, LESLIE: That has been indulged
because members received so little inform
tion. We did not have as much as sw
an important department warrants.

The Minister for Lands: I am afraid y
have not been in the Chamber to deal wi
many Estimates.

Mzr. Doney:; Many Ministers in the eci
cumstances would have skipped the Es
mates entirely! .

Mr. LESLIE: That may be, and the Mi
ister’s suggestion may be quite correct. T
Vote for the North-West shows that £2
has been provided, an increase of £17 cor
pared with last year's Vote. I presume th
is not all the money that is to he spe
in the North-West,

The Minister for Lands: Only by th
particular department.

Mr. LESLIE: T notice that the provisi
is for incidentals, postages and so on.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. LESLIE: I think the Committ
should be told by the Minister what is
be spent in the North-West in other dire
tions,

The Minister for Lands: Other Ministe
will be able to give that information.

Mr. LESLIE: As the North-West is »
garded as of sufficient importance to justi
the appointment of a separate Minister,
shonld be regarded as sufficiently importa:
for the Minister to inform the Committ
just exactly what is going on in that pa
of the State and to let members know th.
it is not merely a matter of the expenditu:
of a paltry £200.

The Minister for Works: But you ha
been told that this is for incidentals!

Mr. LESLIE: We have been told wh
the State intends to spend in the North, b
apparently nothing is done.

The Minister for Works: That is not s

Mr. LESLIE: I am going on the fac
as presented here, and unfortunately I car
not get any information.

The Minister for Lands: You are n
looking for information but merely makin
assertions.

The Minister for Works: Most of th
expenditure is from loan funds.

Mr. LESLIE: There is nothing to pr
vent the Minister from telling us what hs
heen done in the North and what it is ir
tended to do in the future.
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The Minister for Lands; You should know
that the Chairman would prevent me from
giving you such information on this par-
ticular Vote. '

Mr. LESLIE: The Minister for the North-
West is surely consilted regarding the ex-
penditurve of money in that part of the State,
He must be aware of what is going on
there and could give us information in that
regard.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek; You are talking with
your tongue in your cheek, are you not?

Mr, LESLIE: Nothing of the sort. 1
know nothing:

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear! You
are quite right there.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! .

The Minister for Lands: It is the most
accurate statement you bave made.

Mr. W. Hegney: And the most truthful,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must confine himself to the Vote
under diseussion. He will be able to get
information such as he seeks from other
Ministers when they deal with their parti-
wlar departments.

Mr. LESLIE: I will accept your ruling,
Mr. Chairman, but I think that we shonld
2e provided with more information than has
seen presented to us. I am not the only
sne who is ignorant in that respect, for
‘here are many others—but perhaps they are
a0t game enough to confess it! Dealing
aow with the question of fisheries, the mem-
ser for South Fremantle suggested action
should be taken to enable fishermen to mar-
ket their supplies under mmore satisfactory
:onditions. I submit to the Government—
[ have in mind the statement made by the
nember for Murray-Wellington in particu-
ar—that in the eountry districts we do not
inow that such a thing as a fish is ever
raught in Western Australian waters,

The Minister for Lends: We do not see
;0 much in the metropolitan area either.

Mr. LESLIE: Then I suggest therve is
imple room for action to improve the situa-
Jion.

The Minister for Lands: We must cateh
he fish firat.

Mr. LESLIE: We had not gone into the
sassibilities of the fishing industry in
Nestern Australia to an adequate degree,
yecause it is apparent that a guantity ouite
nsufficient to provide for the metronelitan
wven, quite apart from the country distriets,
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is being provided under existing ecircum-
stances.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: It is not just a
matter of eatehing the fish but a question
of whether they will sell them if the fish are
caoght.

Mr. Abbott: Is it not a question of trans-
port?

Mr. LESLIE: XNo, it is not a question of
transport at all. That diffieulty ean be over-
come at BEaster-time when fish is in great
demand and is only available at ¢xorbitant
prices. In faect, fish makes its appearance
in the country districts once & year. If the
transport problem can be overcome at that
season, it can be overcome during the rest
of the year. In any ease, goods that are
equally perishable are transported satis-
factorily, and why not fish? I carnestly
suggest to the Government that the ques-
tion of fish supplies for the country dis-
tricts should receive proper consideration.
Tf that diffieulty eould be overcome, the
cffect would be to provide much needed re-
yuirvements and to expand a very valuable
industry. I appeal to members represent-
ing the electorates where the fishing indus-
try is established, to interest themselves in
this problem and help to supply the re-
quirements of people who are fish-hungry.
By so doing, they will render 2 serviee not
only to their own electorates but to the
country distriets as well

Dealing now with the native question,
when this problem was discussed last year
T had little to say despite the fact that T
maintain that no member of this Chamber
has had more experience in assoeiation with
the natives than I have had. I have been
surprised at the angle from which the prob-
lem is tackled in Australia, and particu-
larly in Western Australia. I do not know
how much investigation has been carried
onf regarding the native problem but, in
my opinion, scant effort has been made to
understand native psychology or to educate
the average white person to understand
the native. I find it diffienlt fo reeon-
cile some actions of the Government—
T do not refer te the present (overninent
bnt to various (iovernments, irrespective
of their politieal colour—with regard to
what has setuslly happened in the past
and the intentions for the future. We are
told that netives are to be segregated on
farm scttlements, and that that is to be
the future pelicy. On the other hand, we
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have been told that it is not the policy of
‘he present Government to segregate native
thildren with regard to their edueation.
Natives can work. We must not get away
with the idea that they cannot do so. On
the other hand, the native will not work so
long as he can make his living through any
other easier channel,

Mr. W. Hegney: There are many white
men to whom that applies equally well.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, the native
is not alone in that respeet.

#Mr. LESLIE: The member for Williams-
Narrogin explained the position very well.
I was going to say that the pative is with-
out a sense of responsibility, but that hon.
member declared more effectively that the
native is without ambition or purpose in
fife. With him it is ‘*sufficient unto the day

" is the evil thereof,”’ and for that reasson he
lives only for today and takes no concern
for tomorrow.

Mr. Seward: Why should he?

Mr. LESLIE: He will continue along
those lines, so long as we dole cut eharity.
In my young days I lived on the horder of
native territory in South Africa and, liter-
ally speaking, there were 2,000,000 natives
at our backdoor.

The Minister for Lands: There is no com-
parison between them and our natives!

Mr, LESLIE: I found their mentality
very little different. The native of South
Africa will not work if he can be given
charity, and that applies to the Australian
uative as well.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
class the Zulu and the Basuto with our
natives?

Mr. LESLIE: No, they are of a better
type. Where any attempt is made to pro-
vide them with employment, the policy of
bringing them amongst whites only aggra-
vates the diffienlty. I found that the native,
from earliest childhood, is envions of the
privileges of the white race and that envy
develops into an anti-white *race feeling.
It leads to an inferiority complex which
follows the native throughout his life; he
never eseapes from it. I give all organisa-
tions interested and Governments of all poli-
tical creeds every credit for the high ideals
that have animated them,

The Minister for Works: It might be
interesting to have the native’s opinion of
the white man.
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My, LESLIE: We have had it; it is or
of pure envy. I know that members e:
point to natives who have attained gre
heights, as I ecan with regard to Souf
African natives where some have reache
positions of eminence through education ar
opportunity. We have some types of whi
people that will never thrive outside f
walls of Fremantle (Ganol but that does n
#ay that Decause there are black shes
amongst us, all whites are black! That et
be applied equally to the natives. Beeau
somne have attained success it does not me:
that all natives have the same eapacity.

The Minister for Works: Your logie
terrific!

Mr. LESLIE: 1 still cannot understar
the argument that has been advanced fro
time to time with regard to the native
They are entitled o all the assistance «
can render, because we have interfer
with their natural mode of living. Bou
Africa has attempted various methods
dealing with the problem and has fou
only one effective. In order to educate t
native to care for the future and to devel
a sense of responsibility, South Afriea i
posed a tax of £2 per head with respect
every male native. By that means t
native is compelled to work. The money
raised is spent for the benefit of the nati
in his territory.

[Mr. J. Hagney took the Chair.]

The Minister for Mines: The rpative 1
volted against it at first.

Mr. LESLIE: He made a lot of noise, b
it did not get him anywhere. Followi
upon that action, results were achieved a
the natives had to work to provide the
selves with their requirements and essent
amenities in their living conditions. Tt
was done in an endeavour to cres
in the native o sense of responsibility or
purpose; but it achieved nothing, and tod
the authorities are faced with the po

tion that there is only one alte
ative: To segregate the natives a
allow them to live their own It

according to their own ideas. Attem,
were made in dozens of directions
interfere with the native laws, but th
too, got nowhere. I snggest that ide
are all right as long as they are not
jurious; and in these cases they are, beca
the native—and particularly the ea
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native—when brought in to mix with
whites, suffers an inferiority complex and
never rises above that, no matter how
hard people try to raise him.

No maifer how we try to absorb natives
into the white race and accustom them to
white practices, they never lose their native
qualities. Take these rumbas and the jitter
bug dances which are so fashionable! I
saw them years ugo. They were practised
ages ago in Afriea, from where negroes
were transported to America. Coldnies
were established over a period of years in
America; and the evidence is there today
that the natives have not been absorbed.
Instead of their being absorbed into the
white race, the white races are absorbing
the native ideas! Today it is fashionable
to do in our civilization what the natives
in Afriea did years and years ago.

Mr. Abboit: Do yon want a native colony
in Western Australia?

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, if a portion of this
country could be set aside for it; and I
do not see why it could not.

Hon, J. C. Willcock: They have reserva-
tions.

Mr. Watts: Or even more than one por-
tion of the Stafe.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. We eannot attempt
to do two things at once. We cannot separ-
ate them and at the same time try to ab-
sorb them.

Mr. Abbott: Why not absorb them?

Mr. LESLIE: We cannot. We must
segregate them and give them an opportun-
ity to develop along their own lines. It
has taken us centuries to reach our stan-
dard of civilisation—if we can call it civil-
isation to use atomiec bombs te kill each
other with! To expeet to take the most
backward race in the world and absorb it
into the white civilisation in a very short
space of time is an erroneous expeectn-
tion. To attempt it along the lines on
which we are attempting it today is
to make the position very much worse.
We are only aggravating the situation;
and, instead of absorbing these people,
we shall find that we are creating a
section of the community which, becanse of
the inhkerent quality in its natore, will always
be opposed to the white man’s standard. 1
would ask those who are prepared to talk
about non-segregation of the native whether
any one of them is prepared to allow his
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daughter to marry a native or a half-caste
or his son to marry a gin or a caste girl
That is the only standard upon which we can
judge whether these people are qualified to
hbe amongst us at the present time.

Mr, Abbott: Or a German for that matter.

Mr. LESLIE: That is a matter of opinion.
People might not he prepared to marry
Germans because of propaganda, and because
of the feeling engendered during the last
fow years. I wonld not associate with some
of them if T eould help it! If a man talks
to me ahbout the rights of the natives and
what we should and should not do
for ‘them, and if he is prepared to
answer the question I have propounded
—if he is prepared to answer that
question in all honesty and his answer
is in conformity with his expressed ideas, -
I would say, “Go out and do the job.” Until
such time as that, be has no right to suggest
that the other fellow is the man who should
be living with the native while he is not pre-
pared to do it or to have his children do it.
It is necessary for this Government to put
into practice a definite poliey. T agrec with
the memher for Williams-Narrogin that this
question should be investigated by a com-
mission composed not of people who look at
the matter from the outside but of people
who have a knowledge of the native question.

The Minister for Lands: Who do you sug-
gest that might be?

Mr. LESLIE: Those who have been in
close association with the natives for many
years,

Mr. Watts: The member for Roebourne
would do for one.

The Minister for Lands: He would not
have many views like those of our friend.

Mr. LESLIE: In the University of South
Afriea is a section devoted to the study of
the pative and bis past history, From five
to seven years are required to complete that
eourse of study into the background of the
native, and the man who qualifies is then
fitted to hecome one of the Government em-
ployees who go out and assist in administer-
ing native affairs. His job is not to listen
to white men who have no experience of the
natives, and many of whom have never seen
a native, but to understand native mentality
and background and build up from that,
slowly and methodically raising the natives
through their own system to achieve the main
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cbjective desired; namely, to raise them to
a higher plane than they are accustomed to.

Mr. Abbott: Do you not think it will be
a question of the whites being segregated and
not the natives?

Mr. LESLIE: It is pretty nearly that,
when we copsider that in the southern part
of Afriea the white population, when I was
there, totalled only 1,250,000 as against the
native population of 11,000,000. But we
had no native problem to the extent that it
exists here; becanse there was a method of
segregation, and they realised where their
place was and so did the whites. While the
natives were envious of the whites, there was
no eompelling a white child to mix with a
black. In faet the white child was forbid-
den to do so, and the native was similarly
forbidden to mix with the whites. There
was no hard animoesity, and the white man
respeeted the native who knew his place, and
the pative respeeted the white who knew his.

Mr. Abbott: What is the native's place in
Africa?

The Minister for Lands: Keeping off the
footpath and off the trams.

Mr. LESLIE: No; that is an old propa-

ganda idea.
The Minister for Lands: T have seen it.

Mr. LESLIE: The natives and the whites
respeet each other. It is enly when a
foreigner comes into the country who has
no knowledge of mnative psychology that
damage occurs.

The Minister for Lands: I have seen
natives kicked off a tram in Johannesherg.

Mr, LESLIE: We must follow some de-
finite policy. Last year the member for Roe-
bourne suggested that the Government had
no policy. From what I have seen, it appears
to me that I can confirm his statement. The
other night the Minister said that he had
visited Norseman and found a native settle-
ment within two miles of the town. He de-
plored its proximity to the town. Yet he
also says it is proposed to establish a school
of agriculture, which will be a sort of native
settlement, within 100 miles of Perth. In
view of present-day conditions, I consider
that is far too close. Why not establish the
natives in an area from which they can ex-
tend and develop properties for themselves?

The Minister for Lands: Put them where
they could not grow anything, I suppose?
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Mr. LESLIE: No. There is plenty «
country where produce could be grown an
we do not need to come within 100 miles ¢
Perth to find it.

Mr. Abhott: Would- not that create s
inferiority complex?

Mr. LESLIE: No; because we woul
make the native realise that he must sian
on his own feet and not come into eompet
tion with the white man in the white man
own field. The faet that Italians are |
one part of Europe and Frenchmen
another does not breed inferiority eon
plexes. There may be animosity, but n
an inferiority complex; and there shoul
be no need for an inferiority complex
arise if the natives were in one section ¢
this country and the whites in another. |
the natives work in their own area an
reach a standard cqual to ours, they wi
naturally move amongst ns eventually, B;
to endeavour to force the position iy onl
to make it a lot worse.

We hear more discnssion and more erit
cism of native affairs today than we ev
heard in Western Australia although it
not a problem that has only just arise
It has been with us for some time, but
did not arise sv acutely hefore we a
tempted to interfere with natural processe
Because we have now attempted to do tha
our diffienlties arc intensified; and they a
going to be worse without getting any he
ter, so far as I ean see. I hope the attitn
of the department on this question will |
changed; that it will be appreached from
different angle; and that department
officers who have not had a elose assoei
tion with natives and an undersianding «
their nature will be willing to allow a cox
plete investigation to be made with ¢l
hope of evolving something acceptable
the natives and the white men. We wa
something not based merely on the human
tarian ideal of elevating the natives to tl
white man’s standard—a humanitarian ide
which is execllent but is ouly resulting :
aggravating the problem because of the in
practical methods being nsed—but somethir
that will definitely improve the lot of tl
natives and give effect to that ideal.

MR, THORN (Toodyay) [8.57]: In il
repert of the Vermin Royal Commission
was suggested that kangaroos be brougl
under the Vermin Aect. At present th
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wre known as game, and the member for
Aurray-Wellington referred to the preser-
-ation of game in different distriets. That
s not so in my distriet. I have just re-
gived permission for the loeal authorities
o destroy some of the game. I hope that if
he Government does not apply the reeom-
nendation of the commission te all distriets,
t will apply it to some distriets where it
5 essential. In my electoral distriet kan-
‘aroos do a tremendous lot of damage, and
" am quite sure this Chamber will be sur-
srised to know that on séveral occasions I
iave applied for a permit from the Fisheries
Jepartment to destroy as many as 5,000
-angarcos. I refer to the area just north
f Gingin from the Moore River to the
cast; and in no time those animals were
lestroyed. I have just been suceessful on
wehalf of the road hoard in having that
rea thrown open for six months. That is
& much as the local constable, who is the
auardian of game, would recommend to the
‘isheries Department. That department
ent up two inspectors who were shown
hrough the country and I have been
hrough myself and seen the kangaroos.
ikins bring a good price now, and in this
ix months there will be from 10,000 to
5,000 destroyed in that area.

When I was younger I saw kangaroos in
aebs of 100 4o 150 in the Premier’s elec-
orate north of Carnarvon, and I chased
hem on horseback many a time just for
ke fun of it. Now the same sort of thing
an be seen north of Gingin. Kangaroos
re there in hundreds and destroy whole
rops. Not only that, but on the eoastal
ountry, which is some of our main eattle
ountry, where some of the finest bullocks
n the State are raised, they are cleaning
ut all the best feed. So, having explained
he position existing in that country, I
ope the Government will see fit to examine
hat portion of the commission’s report
uggesting that kangaroos should be de-
lared vermin and will apply the deelara-
ion to distriets where its application is
ecessary. I am sure that in my distriet,
n the area I have mentioned, it is absolutely
ecessary. Kangaroos are cleaning up a
reat deal of feed in that ecountry. They
an_be seen in groups of 50 or 100. As
ar as the eye can see, there are groups of
angaroos and emus. I shall be pleased
o report to the House the effect of this six
wnths’ shooting. There will be a tally,
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beeause the skins will be checked, and I
feel sure that 10,000 or 15,000 kangarcos
will be destroyed in that time. I hope the
Government will consider declaring kan-
garoos vermin in distriets where it is neces-
sary.

MR, ABBOTT (North Perth) [9.1]: I
had hoped the Minister might be able to say
a little more about the investigation of the
fishing resources of the North-West coast
that have resulted from the work done by the
Commonwealth. I think he said {he report
had not yet been received, but I have been
led to understand, by persons who assisted
in that investigation, that the results have
been astonishingly good though unfortunately
most of the fishing will he school fishing,
which can be fished beyond the three-mile
limit. That presents a problem for the State
because, if mother-ships are sent out from
foreign countries, they are surc to fish inside
the three-mile limit as well as outside it, and
in other parts of the world that has eaused
a great deal of trouble,

It is well known that on at least two
oceasions America claimed the right to con-
trol the waters of her coasts to a distance of
ten miles, once in the matter of liquor, and
again on the question of oil. T know this is
not a State matter but I suggest that the
Government might consider it before it be-
comes 50 serious as fo raise probiems that
may not be capable of solution. It might
be worth while for the Minister to give con-
sideration to that point as soon as possible.
Undoubtedly we have one of the finest fishing
grounds in the world off our coast and I
would like to see it preserved for Western
Australia,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Harbours and Lights and Jetties,
£41,953—agreed to,

Vote—Fisheries, £8,584:

ltem, salaries and allowanaes, ete., £6,434.

Mr, NORTH: T wish to deal with river
cormorants, known as shags. Some years ago
the question was raised as to their effect on
fish in the river and the then Chief Inspector
and others concerned argued that the shags
did no harm. On that oceasion a permit was
granted to certain sportsmen to shoot shags
and the matter came to a head when the
shags fell into Butler's Swamp and were left
to die there, causing a stench which brought
complaints from loeal residents. Members
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heard 2 strong speech tonight on the maiter
of checking the river cormorants. In the
days when the Chief Inspector thought they
were doing no barm I belicve he was in-
fluenced by those permits. I trust that
matter will again be raised by the Govern-
ment. I support the remarks of the mem-
ber for Yilgarn-Coolgardie.

Mr. DONEY: I notice that the number of
inspectors has been increased from nine tfo
11. Would the Minister tell the Committee
what extension of worlk there is to justify
that increase, and from what source the two
extra inspectors were secured? I notice the
item “clerks.” They might have come from
there, or possibly from some outside depart-
ment. If so, from what department did they
come ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
. in a position to tell the member for Williams-
Narrogin exactly where those men came
from. The staff is chosen by the Chief In-
spector, who picks his own men. It would
obviously be of no use to put a elerk on as
an inspeetor of fisheries unless he knew
something about it. The extension of the
fisheries necessitates the employment of more
inspectors. The member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie told the Comuittee tonight that it
would take another six to look after crabs
alone,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—North-West
agreed to.

Vote— Forests, £169,588:

Generally, £200—

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [9.8]: I appeal
to the Government to adopt the recom-
mendations made by the member for Swan
in his maiden speech in this House on the
throwing open of the rich gullies in the
forestry rescrves. There is a great number
of these valuable gullies that do net grow
marketable timber. The timber grows on
the heights and hillsides and one has only
to travel through my distriet and that of
the member for Swan fo see some of the
finest orchards in the State established in
such gullies. A great numher of such gul-
lies is to be found on the ranges, tied up
in water catehments and forestry reserves,
and they rould be released if surveyed out.
They would be a great avenne for seitle-
merr, i a gnaranteed rainfall area, where
small areas would produce a lot and would
mean a good living- for those settled on
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them., At the last Returned Soldiers’ Con-
ference in this State there was a resolu-
tion of this nature brought forward, in the
land seetion, and some valuable contribu-
tions were made o the debate on these
gullies,

Hon. J. C. Willecock: The selfish people
want the gullies,

Mr. THORN: The member for Gerald-
ton misunderstands me. These gullies de
not grow timber. There is a small-minded
attitude of the Forestry Department being
ventilated through our ex-Premier, whe
says that sclfish people want the gullies
It is not selfisk people,

The Minister for Mines:
would be involved?

My. THORN: There are forestry re
serves right down through the Fockinghary
area and beyond.

Mr. Albbott: Would not the fire risk he
inereased ¢

Mr. THORN: The clearings would be
firehreaks. The first thing that a mar
does when he settles on the land is to en
deavour to proteet his property from fire
and to ensure that fire does not get away

Mr. Abboit: Te makes provision againsl
fire getting in, Lut not ageinst it getting
out.

Mr. THORN: That is not so. That i
a one-eyed view to take, and a reflectior
on the settler, as much as to say that he
proteets his own property and lets the fire
go. There are any number of responsibl
settlers in this country, as well as respon
sible husinessmen, and they do not do tha
sort of thing.

Hon, J. C. Willecock: There are a lot o
irresponsible people, also.

Mr. THORN: There are irresponsible
people in this Chamber, I am putting for
ward what I think is a helpful snggestior
to the Government,

The Minister for Lands: It is not a new
ane.

Mr. THORBN: I am getting a good hear
ing from the Minister for Lands, becauss
he knows the value of this suggestion from
the settlement point of view. The matte
was brought up at the Land Congress of
the Returned Soldiers’ League. The mem
ber for Swan, who is a man experience
in horticulture, brought it forward, and
do not think he has any selfish motives ir
the matter. He knows the value of those

What ares
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gullies and how valuable they would be to
future settlement when we have to look fur-
ther afield. We sbould not think we can
carry-on as we have done in the past. This
country must be populated and people must
be given enconragement to go on the land.
If there is suitable land close to our cities
we should make it available. We have had
the experience of sending men out into the
far eastern wheatbelt, where they lived a
life of semi-starvation, but now we have
this opportunity and I bring forward a
suggestion to the Minister for Lands and
ask him to look into the question. I ask
that wherever he finds an area where gul-
lies esan be made available for settlement
he will endeavour to have them thrown
open.

MB., DONEY (Williams-Narrogin)
(9.12] : T sopport the remarks of the member
for Toodyay. No-one on this side of the
Chamber is so foolish as to decry the value
of reaflorestation or any other aspeet of
forestry work in this State. A splendid
contribution to progress in this State was
made by Mr. Kessetl, the Conservator of
Forests, and that work is heing eontinued
today by the present Conservator. We realise
that it is necessary for the foresiry officials
to exercise great carve that the best timber
country is not let to seitlers, and thus used
for purposes other than growing timher. At
the same time we know that forestry officers
through an excess of zeal, sometimes insist
on keeping closed areas which should be
thrown apen to settlement. There are many
areas that should be thrown open and, by
following up requests that are made to that
end, we find that by and by such pieces of
country are thrown open.

I have in mind an area situated between
Bulading, a place west of Darkan down to
and 11 og 12 miles beyond Collie. In that
area, known as the Collie Forests Area,
there is a number of very rich gullies
upon which, as some member on my right in-
terjected a while ago, no marketable timber
grows, but for some strange reason, respon-
sible officers of the department insist upon
retaining them. T ask the Minister whether
all the land likely to be involved in the catch-
ment for the enlerged Wellington Dam is
to he closed ertirely to settlement. Recent
applications that I have been supporting
for prospective settlers bave been turned
down on the plea that all the land sitnated
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between Bulading and the point west of
Collie must be reserved for the purpose of
a water catchment.

The Minister for Lands: If it were suit-
able for soldier settlement, it could not be
taken up.

Mr. DONEY: What does the Minister
mean by saying that it could not be taken
yp?

The Minister for Lands: It would have to
be regerved for returned soldiers.

Mr. DONEY : The Minister does not know
whether the applicants are returned soldiers
or not. The reply is not that the land ean-
not be granted to the applicants; it is that
it cannot be granted to anyone because it
has been rescrved for the Wellington Dam
catchment purposes. I admit that the
Minister has only recently taken over the
department and might not have the infor-
mation, but if he has the infoermation T wounld
like to know whether the deeision is to keep
that land in reserve.

HON. J. C. WILLCOCK (Geraldton)
[917]: I hope there will not be any tinker-
ing with the poliey of forest reservation in
this State.

Mr. Doney: The references I made should
not be regarded as tinkering with the policy.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : Year after year
we have to listen to special pleading for some
little area that somchody wants in a forest
area, even at the risk of incurring danger
by fire in the forest area. I had some years
of administering this department and I know
it is doing exeellent work. Each year a list
of revocations is submitted to Parliament.
When any good reason is advanced for
throwing open an area for settlement, the
department has not been unreasonable in
revoking the reserve for the growing of
timber.

The timber industry is one of the big in-
dustries, one of the big assets and one of
the best heritages we have, and we would be
extremely foolish to interfere with its sue-
cegsful exploitation. We ought to realise
that two-fifths of the timber required in
Australia has to be imported, and so this
does not seem to be a time when we should
tinker with our timber reservations with &
view to reducing them further, even if some-
hody could grow a few apricots, peaches or
other fruits in one of the gullies or creeks
that contain good soil and might support
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half a settler. This endeavour to break down
our forest policy is made almost every fime
the Estimates are discussed. The former
member for Nelson, Mr. J. H. Smith, made
of it a bardy annual. He had many inter-
views with the officials and every reasonable
request was agreed to in the way of opening
comparatively small areas where a few set-
tlers could be placed. To put one settler
on a bloek five miles out in the bush and pro-
vide roads for him because he might be able
to grow oranges, peaches or apples a little
better than they could be grown elsewhere,
would be quite wrong.
Mr, Thorn: Or carrots!

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Parrots, too.
By this nibbling at our forest areas, it would
be easy to break down the whole forest policy
of the State, and to do so would be entirely
and absolutely shortsighted. 'We hear a
great deal of criticism of the railways, but
the department earns more per ton per mile
from the product of the timber industry
than from anything else it transports. The
forest products of this State in ordinary
times are worth over £1,000,000, and the in-
-dustry employs over 2,000 people directly.
But when someone picks out a small area
suitable for orangé or vegetable growing, we
are asked to break down a poliey of forest
conservation that has been affirmed over
the years. Goodness knows we butchered
our forests for a good many years. Ounly
since 1920 have we had a rezl forest policy,
and it is the envy of other States. I hope
that this little piece of propaganda about
settling one or two returned soldiers on
forest areas will not sueceed in breaking
down our forest policy. I issne this word
of warning that we should be very jealous
of the timber-resources of the State. We
have some of the best timber in the world.
Many countries would like te have the
equal of it, and they take all sorts of care
of their reserves. We have the rainfall and
the elimatie conditions for growing good
timber, and we know that it will be in
much greater demand as time goes on.
Members would not be well advised to im-
portune the Minister to open up forest re-
gervations and permit those reservations
to be gradually nibbled away.

I should like to pay a tribuie to the ex-
Conservator of Forests, Mr. Kessell, who
came to this State when quite a young man
and has done excellent work over the 20 or
25 years he was in control of our forests.

He has won encomiums from forest auth
rities of worldwide repute for the poli
laid down in this State. In Victoria disa
trous fires burnt the wonderful asset
mountain ash in that State, and Ministe
and officials came here to learn how fir
were prevented and the forests were co
trolled. As I said, we have embarked on
policy that is the envy of other States, ar
wmost of this has heen possible beeause x
had a young man in charge full of enthu
1asm and a lover of the work. In his d
parture to another position, a great publ
servant has been lost to this State.

Mr. Thorn: Could not we keep him?

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: The Commeo
wealth, recognising Mr. Kessell’s gre
capacity and ability, made him Timb
Controller for war purposes during the w.
period. This brought Mr. Kessell in
tonch with big business coneerns in M
bourne and Sydney. . Big people becar
acquainted with his great techniecal kno
ledge and commereial ability and made hi
an attraetive offer.

Mr. Read: Why not pay him to cor
back?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Te do se,
think we would have to pay bim more thi
£5,000 & year.

Mr. Read: It might be cheap to do so.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: It might 1
His successor, Mr. Stoate, has ability ru
ning on different lines but still of gre
value to the State from the standpoint
his forestry knowledge and the policy la
down, This policy will be carried on by tl
present occupant of the office and will mal
the position of forestry secure in this Sta
Mr. Kessell is greatly interested in
future of our forestry and timber indust:
and, when he comes here, will be able
give the benefit of his advice, whenever
is sought. Having received an offer of co
siderable financial benefit to himself whi
gives him even greater scope—a position
eonnection with paper manufaeture and t]
utilisation of forest products—he felt
his duty to aceept it. I am pleased to pe
this tribute to his work.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [9.28]: B
canse of what has aptly been termed 1
the memher for Geraldton the “nibbli
process'’ regarding our State forests, T wi
to say a few words on this matter. Eve
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member is fully seized with the value of
the wonderful asset this State has in its
forests. Yet there does appear to be a ten-
deney on the part of some people, probably
for selfish ends or to ingratiate themselves
with settlers or prospective settlers, to
sacrifice this wonderful asset of which so
much has been said. As has been pointed
out by the member for Geraldton, who was
formerly Minister for Forests, the depart-
ment is fully aware of its responsibilities
to the State, apart altogether from the tim-
ber aspeet. It is generally appreciated that
we have forests consisting of islands of
timber with numerous projections, and all
sorts of administrative and other diffienl-
ties ceeur as a natural consequence. The
administrative costs tend to become really
top heavy. It is generally realised that if
n small area is granted to a settler, not
much time elapses before he finds it essen-
tial to seek additional land, either because
the original area is insufficient for his pur-
pose or because he desires to make exten-
sions for other purposes. When one far-
mer is settled in a valley, he has started the
rot and then other settlers move to secure
adjoining land. So, as has been pointed
ount, this nibbling process, once allowed to
slart, is very difficalt indeed to stop.

Although it might appear on the surface
that low-lying land, by and large, is not
timber-bearing—that is, from & marketable
point of view—nevertheless those who arc
familiar with our forestry methods are
aware of the fact that belts on low-lying
portions are left. They are known as fire-
breaks, that is, an area between two fire
lines, from which the undergrowth is cunt
and periodically burnt, so that if a forest
fire eommenees it shall be confined, if pos-
sible, to a compartment instead of being
allowed to spread over the whole of the
forest. If the more low-lying and fertile
areas are pgranted to selectors, it means
that these firebreaks, which wsually average
10 chains in width, will have to streteh part
of the way up the hills, Accordingly there
will thus be an encroachment upon what is
actually forest country, asuitable for raising
timher of a marketable value. In addition.
as members are probably awave, there is a
whole network of roads and other com-
munications throughout the !length and
breadth of the forest country, It therefore
stands to reason that the forestry workers,
in order to get from one point to another,
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instead of being able to proceed direet will
have to make a considerable detour. There
is no gainsaying the faet that once holdings
are established within a State forest area,
the fire hazard is substantially increased.

One has only to glance at the annual re-
port of (he Forests Department to aseex-
tain the Jlarge number of fires that are
caused either by travellers or by landhold-
ers in the vieinity, or by the children of the
latter. 1 would say, therefore, that we
should be prepared to sacrifice the small
areas—if it is a sacrifice—which possibly
could be made avuilable to sclectors, in view
of the faet that many million pounds of
wealth is likely to he prejudiced because of
their existence in the midst of the forest
country, There is the added difficulty with
which the Forests Department will be con-
fronted in the event of these areas beinyg
made available for selection. What I desire
to’ emphasise shove all else iy the fact that
this practice, anee started, is diffienlt to dis-
continne so far as the individual settler is
concerned. [t certainly is exceedingly diffi-
cult to reason with other persons desirous
of taking up holdings. It should be pointed
out, too, that as a rule there is no definite
demarcation of classes of timber. The
farmer notes the type and extent of the
timber npon his holdings and observes that
just outside his houndary fence the timber
is not greatly different. He immediately
develops a complex and feels that the
Forests Department is adopting a dog-in-
the-manger attitude. While I think that ex-
perienee has shown that there exists be-
tween farmers and the Forests Department
the greatest goodwill imaginable, in these in-
stanees where the properties abut on forest
reserves, and I am sure there is the greatest
co-operation in combating fires, I sineerely
hope that this gradual nibbling into forest
reserves, which are such a tremendous asset
to the State, will be discontinued.

My. Seward: I ask the Minister, throngh
vou, Mr. Chairman, whether he is going to
give us any direction on these Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: After eight
memberas have spoken? I did not have a
chance to wet on my feet.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

MR. OWEN (Swan) [9.35]: I would like
to associate myself with the member for
Geraldton in the remarks he made about our
ex-Conservator of Forests. T think Mr.
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Kessell did a wonderful amount of good
work in the interests of forestry in this
State, and I think we must all regard it
as & matter of regret that we could not
keep him here. Unfortunately, that is the
way with many of our men, particularly
our technicians, who, because our Govern-
ment does not pay them sufficient, look to
more remunerative fields in other States. I
“also agree with the member for Geraldton
that we have a wonderful asset in our jarrah
and karri forests; but I still think there is
room for better co-operation between agri-
culture and forestry. In the Swan electorate
there are many settlers living happily with
the Forests Department. I agree that some-
times settlers are blamed for setting fires,
but I am not sure that this eonld be sheeted
home to them, beeause they are interested
in our forests, even in those forests just
over the fence. They try to work in har-
mony with the Forests Department.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: I think they do.

Mr. QWEN: In advocating the opening
of some of the gullies that have been men-
fioned for agricultaral purposes, I never
for one moment suggested that they should
he opened in a widespread or general man-
ner. When any areas are execised from
forest reserves, that is done with the con-
sent of the department. If any area is
considered to be suitable for forest pur-
poses, it is never let go for agricultural pur-
poses. I maintain that many of those areas,
because they are not sunitable for forests,
would be better devoted to agriculture.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : The Forests Depart-
ment adopts a reasonable attitude.

Mr. OWEN: The department has nof been
at all unreasonable to scttlers applying for
adjoining land, but still there are many areas
of forest land which could be hetter utilised
for agriculture. The member for East Perth
said that firebreaks would have to be shifted
further up the hills to make way if the gul-
lies were taken up by settlers. 1 disagree
with that, becanse if the seitlers occupied
the gullies there would be no need for addi-
tional firebreaks; the orchards or gardenms
would act as firebreaks.

The member for East Perth also mentioned
roads through forests, but those roads eould
also serve the seftlers, If new roads had
to be constructed for the settlers, they could
be utilised for the Forests Department, thus
enabling the department’s employees to move
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freely through the forest areas. Ancth
suggestion—I think the department has giv
consideration to it in a modified way—
the use of some of those gully lands for t
growing of pine forests. That has be
done to a great extent in the Mundari
Weir area, Hundreds of acres there a
devoted to pine forests, which are doi
remarkably well. In the metropolitan ar
we have quite a few pine forests. In spea
ing with an official of the Forests Depas
ment, he mentioned to me what wonderd
vegulta had been obtained by the use
artificial manure and, in some instances, t
addition of minor elements to the soil.
has been demonstrated that on very po
soil in our coastal plain pines can he grow
and that is a most useful means of utilisi
those poor lands. But compared with pir
grown in the hills, particularly along t
low-lying areas, the growth made by the
on the sandplain is very poor indeed.
the Forests Department cannot see its w
flear to open up these areas to agricultu
it should utilise more of them for pine pls
tations.

The war has brought home to us the ne
for softwoods in this State. We have lar
areas of hardwoods, mainly jarrah, kar
tnart, wandoo and others, but we are at
definite disadvantage when it comes fo so
woods. The pines grown here, radiata a
the pinasta, are quite snitable for many w:
for which we have imported timber in ye:
gone by. It had always been said that pin
insignis is an inferior sort of timber tl
could only be used for rongh packing-ces
But many members have probably seen so
of that timber that has been sawn a
dressed and used for table-tops, ete. Ap.
from its nse in packing-cases, it is qu
a valuable timber. Although our Foreats I
partment has a wonderful asset in its ha
woods, and it is hoped that it will eontin
to exercise proper contral over the milli
of those forests so that they will be kept
perpetnity. I think it should expend
little more effort in the conversi
of some of our country to pine fores
either in the cut-over areas or the
where jarrah, karri ‘and other ha
woods do not thrive, Again, reverting
that sore point of opening up gullies |
agriculture, I think there is room for so
of those areas, with the consent of |
{oreaters concerned, to be opened up to otl
industries, particularly fruit and gardeni



1840

so that they can be built up fairly close
to the metropolitan area.

MR. HOLMAN (Forrest) {9.43]: I wish
to add my expression of regret on the loss of
our ex-Conservator of Forests, Mr. Kessell.
As the member for Forrest, T had a high
regard for him and I have heen thankful for
the assistanee he has given me in his capacity
of Conservator. I much regret that this
State has lost his serviees. Ile has gone,
evidently, to a more remunerative job. In
zoinz back over the history of the Forests
Department, we sce that officers, one by
one, have left this State. Although
they have set down a policy that we are
prond of, the persons who formulated it
are no longer with us. We have the spectacle
of the machine heing left by the driver.
I ean go right back to about 1918 when we
had Mr. Benjamin and Mr, Boas and others
who have since gone. There must be some
weakness causing the drift. T do not think
we have far to zo to find the fanlt. T
believe it is beeause we do not offer them a
sufficient salary. Mr. Benjamin is, I un-
derstand, employed at Boyer, and Mr. Boas
is with the C.S.LR. in Melbourne. Mr.
Kessell has gone to one of the big paper
firms. In my maiden specch in 1939 I went
to a lot of trouble to place before this
Chamber facts dealing with the retarding of
any efforts directed towards the mannfae-
ture of paper pulp in Western Australia. T
also produced evidenece of the fact that there
were samples of a paper pulp made in this
State.

A well known faect, contained In the re-
port of the Forests Department dealing with
paper pulp—it is not called that bat “Sur-
vey of Raw Material in Western Australia
for a Pulping Mill”"—is that 2 series of tests
were made by Messrs, Benjomin and Boas as
far back as 1918, Just after that time I was
at the Technieal College myself and had an
opportunity to see some of these experiments.
But the people who make the experi-
ments and find out anything about our timber
hy-products are taken from us That is why
we have not gone far in the exploitation of
the by-products of the timber industry of
this State, Having in mind a question that
was asked of me by the member for Wil-
linms-Narrogin when I made & speech on a
previous oceasion and referred to the by-
products of fimber in the United States of
America, T wrote to the various depart-
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ments of that eountry eoncerned with timber:
and forests and asked for further informa-
tion about the by-products of timber there.
The literature I received in reply is really
amarzing, not only as regards the steps taken
there, but the extent to which the United
States have gone in advertising the value
of their forests. I will refer to some of these
facts later.

The position T started to outline is that
I am very sorry Western Australiaz is to be
continually losing its keymen to the finaneial
interests of the Eastern States. The sooner
the Government takes that aspeet into con-
sideration, the greater will he the progress,
not only of the timber industry and the
utilisation of its by-produets, but of other
undertakings. I have cxpressed my thanks
to Mr. Kesscll, and T also wish to express
them to the Deputy Conservator, Mr. Stoat.
He has filled Mr. Kessell's position for the
past few years. I can recall no single occa-
sion when he has refused me any informa-
tion that would be of value to me or my
electors As a matter of fact, both he and
Mr. Kessell have gone o long way to give
safisfaction in every respect.

Mr. Thorn: Have they done anything
they should not do?

Mr HOLMAN: T will talk about that
later. T have probably more respeet for
them than for the interjeection that has
just been made. At all times they have
greatly assisted me in every respect. T know
they have troubles in the matter of land
scttlement, and on many occasions I have
had applications sent in hy settlers and
would-be settlers in my electorate who
wanted land allocated to them by the
Forests Department. I know the difficul-
ties that arise and I do not blame the de-
partment for not giving way in the ecase of
isolated settlers, but T have some comment
on enses where the department will not
consider expanding settlements already es-
tahlished. Tt has been argued in this Cham-
ber tonight that, beeause a settler has been
given some land, sooner or later, by a pro-
cess of development, he will need further
land. That is so, but beeause he needs
further land we should not say that a mis-
take may have been made in the first place,
and then refuse him further land. Once we
have provided him with some land in a
forestry area and it hecomes apparent that
the settlement should be extended, that
should be done. I know of a ease at pre-
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sent where a certain amount of land was
granted and for at least two years the set-
tler has been trying to get an extension of
the property.

Many arguments have been put forward
by the department for refusing to grant
further land. One argument has been put
forward in this Chamher this evening; that
is, the fire danger. Once the settlement is
_there I do not think the fire risk would be
increased by increasing the size of the set-
tlement. If we allow a new isolated settle-
ment there is straightaway a new fire risk,
but that is not the case where a settlement
is already established. A settler who fakes
up land by virtue of the goodwill of the
Forests Department is expected to provide
certain facilities such as fire-breaks, and
if that is properly done it will assist the
department in quelling fires and lessening
fire risks. I think, therefore, the depart-
ment should he more lenient to these settlers.
When tke proposed soldier settlement scheme
comes into being I wonder whether it will
he the policy of the department to place at
those settlements mills to utilise the timber
cleared off the land. I understand that the
(iovernment is not going to use much vir-
zin land if it can be avoided, but I hope
that if virgin land is acquired for this pur-
pose the timber will not he wasted as has
heen the ease in the past.

I notice, from the report of the Forests
Department, that Western Australia is one
of the few States that will have timber to
export, but we should still utilise every
piece of timber possible. T congratulate
the Forests Department on its new scheme
of settlement. It is & scheme that I have
advoeaied in this Chamber for the better-
ment of timber workers generally. At
Dwellingup the department is building a
settlement of 30 or 40 houses and it is
bringing to that settlement forestry
workers from the outback arveas of the dis-
trict. There it is going to establish a com-
munity centre that will enable the wives
and children of forestry men to have
amenities such as ean be provided at Dwel-
lingup. There they will have hetter school-
inr and many other facilities. That is a
step forward for the betterment of the de-
partment’s workers, and I hope to see that
policy earried further in the near fature,

The next point with which I wish to deal
is the matter of roads in the timber country.
Some sueh roads are in a shocking condi-
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tion and the local governing bodies are no
doing their job on them. Their excuse i
that they collect few licenses from moto
vehicles and they vse that excuse to avoi
doing practically any work on the road:
On certain occasions bridges have bee
burned down or washed away and worker
have been isolated to a degree, but still th
local governing bodies have said they ha
not the money to do the necessary worl
as they were not receiving revenue from
the centres concerned. I think the depar
ment has great use for those roads an
bridges and I know it has done a gres
amount of work to assist in keeping the
in repair. It has often fallen on the shou
ders of the Forests Department to do sue
repairs and to provide machinery sueh ¢
praders, and so on, for the work. I thin
there should be some reform under whic
the Forests Department could take ove
those roads altogether, and do awa
with this nonsense of their being unde
the control of loecal governing bodi
that will not do the job. I sugpe
that the Minister should seriously co
sider that view, The department has hec
doing the work that local governing bodi
have been neglecting. I do not say th
this applies to all local governing bodie
Some of them have tried to assist; son
have stated that they have not the nece
sary revenue because of the areas of Crow
land along the roads.

Apropos of this matter, T would like
mention the bridge between Nanga Bro
and Dwellingup. T approached the Ma
Roads Department and asked what it pr
posed to do about the bridge, which w
burnt out in the first place and then w
completely washed away by the floods. T
reply 1 received was that nothing was beis
done because no request had been receiv
from the road boards concerned—the Draki«
brook and Murray Road Boards. In adc
tion to writing, I visited the Drakeshro
hoard at Waroona and placed the positi
hefore the secretary. The latest letter »
ccived from him, dated last month, stat
that the board is not contemplating a
action for the restoration of the bridge. Y
that board colleets the rvevenue from ¢
people affected. The Murray Road Boa
which coliects no revenue, has requested t
Main Roads Board to do something a
has indicated its willingness to co-operate.
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The utilisation of waste products has re-
ceived some mention. in the report of
the department for the year ended the 30th
June, 1945, The following is the refer-
ence:—

The Forests Produets Utilisation Panel,
established within the department to report
on matters relating to the utilisation of forest
products, continued to function. Consideration
has been given to extending the use of Western
Austrolian timbers for paper pulp, handles,
plywood, furniture and minor purposes such
as clothes pegs and smokers' pipes. In addi-
tion, the commercial possibilities of local fibres
and barks have also been given attention.

That is all the information given, and I
should like to know how far the consideration
has gone. We know that the transition
period from war to peacetime economy is
the time when these by-products should be
available. As I gtated earlier, the United
States of America has been preparing for
this time for many years, in faet practi-
cally since the war started. It has adver-
tised the fact extensively, has provided funds,
and pointed out the tremendous possibilities
for the utilisation of wood plasties during
the post-war period. Yet we in this State
do not seem to have got very far. One of
the American publications states that it is
contemplated that in 1946 there will be a
35 per cent. increase over 1940 in the air-
eraft industry and that plasties, in their use
for aireraft, will share in the increase. The
publication stressed the following:—

The automotive field presents rich possibili-

ties for the use of plastic materials in the
farm of protective coatings and various items
of electrieal apparatus, clocks, handles, and
other parts too numerous to mention,
I have mentioned this matter hecause of the
announcement in the Press of the possibility
of Australia’s building automobiles for its
own requirements. Here, then, is a possible
outlet for our forests products. Wood plas-
ties are being used extensively in Ameriea
for the manufacture of automobile bodies and
also for aeroplane and other industries. The
publication stated—

The 1941 model (motorcar) used some 110
plastic parts, with a total of more than 225
possible plasties, and the possibilities are that
the car itself may be made of plastic bonded
material.

This is one direction in which we might turn
our attention even af this late stage, namely,
to the utilisation of waste products of the
forests. There are many other aspects I
should like to deal with, but on some future
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occasion I hope to place the information be-
fore members.

I am disappointed that nothing has been
done towards establishing the rayon indus-
try in this State. Last year I questioned
the Minister for Industrial Development on
the subjeet and he announced that rayon
interests from the other side of the world
were mzking inquiries as to the possibilities
of using Australia as one of their centres.
The Minister also said that the State Govern-
ment’s efforts were directed towards the
manufacture of rayon yarn te supply Aus-
{ralian weavers. Recently the Press an-
nounced that a company was establishing an
industry in New South Wales at very large
cost. .

[Mr. Rodoreda resumed the Chair.]

Mr. Waits: Five million pounds.
Mr. HOLMAN: And we arve left in the
baekground.

Mr. Watts: Just as well, perhaps.

My, HOLMAN: I am hopefu]l from in-
formation that has reached me that the re-
presentatives of a Swiss company will be
vigiting Western Australia shortly to make
further investigations. I am bringing this
matter forward because the base for making
rayon is mainly wood. There, again, we
hhwve tremendous possibilities for the utili-
sation of our timher. Another form of wood
plasties has been developed in the United
States. It is made from hardwood, and we
may have the counterpart of that hardwood
here. It is called hydroxylin and is made in
two forms—moulding powder, and laminat-
ed sheets, both from hardwood wastes. It is
relatively hard and strong, has high elee-
trical resistance and can be cat with machine
tools like metal. It is relatively light in
weight and bonds well to metals, such as
brass, bronze and aluminiom,.

I wounld like to see some report upon the
development of our own hardwoods in this
respect. As I have said, we gel very little
information in the report of the department.
T suggest to the Minister that it would be
well for the department, or for the Forests
Ttilisation Panel, to issue some propaganda
advertising our forests and our timbers and
showing what they are used for and what
they eould be used for. In this way, we might
get somewhere. It is stated in one of the
publications that I have reeeived that a
tree is o laboratory, and one of the most
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remarkable laboratories in the world. If we
could but publicise our timber in a suitable
fashion, I feel sure there would be a very
bright future for our forests.

MB. SEWARD (Pingelly) [1012]: I do
not wish to take up much time, but I think
the Minister might give us some information
about his department. The question I desire
to bring up is firewood. I drew attention
to it last year, when a lot of money was ex-
pended in providing firewood for Perth. I
drew the Minister’s. attention on that occa-
sion to the mills in our country districts
where timber was being burnt night and day,
beceanse railway trucks were not available to
haul it to Perth. At a place within ten
miles of such a timber mill foreigners were
employed cutting firewood for use in Perth,
What is the position this year? Is an end to
be put to the employment of aliens on this
work? What was the cost of the work done
last year, and what was received for the fire-
wood sold? I should be glad if the Minister
would supply that information. X

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. A,
H. Panton—TLecderville) [10.13]: Firewoad
was ent last year beeanse of the tremendous
shortage in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Seward: But the mills were burning
it night and day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The mills
are always burning wood. Ever since I have
heen in Western Australia, for some reason
or other, timber which 15 unsuitable for fire-
wood has heen burnt in that way. The fire-
wood cut last year amounted to about 70,000
loads, but this year there has been a slacken-
ing of supplies, owing to the fact .that war
prisoners and sliens are not available to do
the work., I have been given to understand
that private enterprise will have fo take
care of firewood supplies this year. As a
matter of fact, we have sufficient firewood
to keep us supplied to the end of the year.
We are notifying the woodyard proprietors
that they must make their own arrange-
ments now and nof depend any more on the
Forests Department. Last year the Govern-
ment experienced considerable difficulty in
the transport of firewood on account of the
shortage of railway trucks and petrol. The
trueks were being used by the Military aunth-
orities. No profit was derived by the Gov-
ernment from the sale of firewood last year.

It had to be carted over too long a distan:

Mr. Seward: I did not think there wou
be a profit,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It w
only from sheer necessity that the Gover
ment undertook the supply of Brewood ls
vear. It appreciated the fact that the peog
in the metropolitan area would oftherwi
have been without firewood supplies duri:
the winter.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Education, £915,350 .

.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATIC
(Hon. J. T. Tonkin—North-East Fremant!
[10.167: At £915,350 the Edueation Vi
shows an increase-of £26,406 over the e
penditure for last year. The amount appr
priated by Parliament last year was n
fully expended, but it was expended with
an amount of £358 of the total. Occasio
ally T have had protests from various pa
of the State because the full amount a
propriated by Parliament hps not be
devoted 10 education. It has been stat
that in allowing the amount to remsin
the Treasury the department has failed
take advantage of an appropriation, a
that therefore the edueation system h
suffered to that extent. I have endeavour
to point out that while it is a fact that t
amonnt appropriated is oeceasionally n
fully expended, nevertheless on a numb
of occasions the Vote is considerably e
ceeiled and the Treasnrer makes addition
money available when that is so.

In 1943-44 the Vote was £842,000, b
the expenditure £873,747, or an excess e
penditure of £31,747. In 1944-45 the Vo
was £889.302, and the expenditure €358 le:
or, £888944. [In that appropriation the
was an amount of £29,131 for contingencis
including suma provided for furnitw
books, ete. It was not possible to proeu
the furniture we wanted, nor the bool
otherwise the Vote last year would ha
been exceeded, as it was the year befor
The Vote at £889,302 was an excess ov
the expenditure for the previous year, n
over the Vote for the previous year,
£15,665. This year a further increase
£26,406 is anticipated over last year's e
penditure, and T have the assurance of t
Treasurer that the amotnt is an estima
only, and that if it is neeessary to exce
it in order to carry out the functions whi
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we desire to carry out, then the money will
be provided.

Mr. Doney: But it does represent the sum
that you anticipate you will be called upon
to spend.

The MINISTER FQOR EDUCATION:
That is so. If is an estimate. As I have
shown, in previous years, with the excep-
tion of last year, the estimate was very con-
siderably exceeded.

Hon. N. Keenan: Not very econsiderably.

The MINISTER FOR LEDUCATION:
The sum of £31,000 is quite an excess,

Hon. N, Keenan: What is the percen-
tage?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
JAbout three per cent. .

Mr. Doney: It would really be more, be-
canse you neced not take into account the
salaries. Would this mainly be taken up in
salaries?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No, it would not. It would be in contingen-
eies. I pointed out that the Vote last year
was an exeess of £15,565 actually over the
previous expenditure; but that included an
inerease of £29,000 for contingencies, indi-
voting that the salartes requirement was
actually Jews last vear than normally, the
reason being that we had a nomber of
people away in the Services and had taken
inta the department a nomber of women
teachers whose salaries were less.

My, Doney: I thought
hrought in tempornrily
hizher rate as a vule.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOYN:
Na: that is only beecause, being on supply,
they are paid at a higher rate per week he-
canse they are not paid for holidays; but
if they teach for a year from the com-
meneement of the school year till the end,
they draw an amount equivalent to the

thoxe teachers
were paid at n

amount drawn by a teacher on the per-
mancit stalf on the same grade.

Mr. Doney: But not less.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

No; but we brought in a number of women
to replace men, and women's salaries are
less than men’s. An analysis of our schools
and  the enrolment would show clearly
where we spend money on education in
Western Australia, I have had a table pre-
pured whieh indicates that 9.6 per eent. of
Western Australian schools have more than
200 pupils and the cost per pupil in aver-
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age attendance is £11 9s. 114d. There is
an attendance at 205 per cent. of our
schools of from 41 to 200 pupils and the
cost per pupil in average attendance for
those schools is £13 6s. 9d. A school such
as the Kellerberrin school would come into
that group. There is an attendanee of 21
to 40 pupils at 13.7 per eent. of our schools
und the cost per pupil is £21 1ls. 6d.

More than half the sehools in this Stafe
have under 20 pupils in attendanece; actual-
ly, 56.2 por cent. of our schools are in this
grade, and the cost per pupil in average
attendanee is £26 18s. 6%d. So it is clear
that our low density of population sends
up very greatly our expenditure on eduea-
tion and makes it extremely difficult for us
to do for everybody what we feel we ought
te do. Nevortheless, the Government is
determined to follow a policy based upon
the principle of equality of opportunity,
and that is o he afforded not only to
children who live in isolated areas but also
to afllicted children. Previously we have
not assumed respansibility for the education
of deaf children, except that from year to
venr the Government has paid a subsidy to
the W.A. School for the Deaf. Those child-
ren have been educated at the sehool but no
inspections have been made by the departmen-
tal officers. We have aceepted the fact that
education has been provided there and that
is all there has bheen to it. Also we
have not intercsted ourselves in the Sehool
for the Blind. That work has been done by
the Blind Institute. We have not supplied
the teachers and have not certified to the
standard of education; nor has any at-
tempt been made to provide a requisite
standard of edueation for sub-normal child-
ren, the Government having heen content
so far to permit a number of institutions
te do something in a small way. We have
also had a few opportunity classes in sev-
eral schools providing for children who are
not quite normal.

Mr. Doney: In regard te sub-normal
children, what occurs in the Eastern States;
is it the same as here?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: No.
Tn some States they have gone much fur-
ther. In Viectoria, for instance, at Travan-
core, they have quite a well-equipped and
well-appointed school, where excellent re-
sults have been achieved. That school is
run by the Health Department, and it has
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taken sub-normal children with an 1.Q. of
about 75 and has worked on those. They
have proved that if such children are edu-
cated, they can take their places in indus-
try at repetitive work and can earn quite
a decent living. But they require to be
looked after outside working periods, and
attention has been given to that aspeet of
the matter. They have shown clearly that
those children are educable and that when
they are educated they can engage in indus-
try. Boys and girls from this institution in
Victoria are sought after by several types
of factories which do a good deal of ve-
petitive work, and they state that those
children are far more reliable in monoton-
ous jobs, becanse monofony does not pall
on them, than are nermal children. There
is definitely a place in indusiry for sub-
normals, when educated.

During the war period it was not possible
for us to develop along the lines we intend
to follow, becausec of the obvious restrie-
tions which were imposed; but we realise
that education can be a very potent instru-
ment in reeonstruction, and therefore it is
intended to take the fullest advantage of
this and to enlarge our curricula, and to
enrich them so that when we are able to
proclaim the Aet which makes provision
for extending the school leaving age to 15,
it will not he merely an extension of time
for which we are providing but actually an
extension of edueation. To be able to do
that, we shall require a largely-angmented
staff and much additional aceommodation.
Unfortunately, I am bound to admit that
the outlook at present for new buildings is
far from bright; the housing position is so
acute. Kach day we have examples of the
great shortage which exists; we hear of the
very bad housing eonditions nnder which a
large proportion of the population resides;
and we know that we must have houses
built to alleviate that position before we
can expeet to engage in large-scale publie
huilding.

The schools required are large in number
and size, and until we can get them we ean-
not expect to be able fo insist that children
shall remain at school until 15. 1t will he
foolish to force them to remain at sehool if
we cannot adequately accommodate them
when they are there. Ounr schools are over-
erowded now. In some cases we are using
hat-rooms es class-rooms; we have been
doing so for some time. We are endeavour-
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ing as far as possible to alleviate that pos
tion. We have built some additional room
hut the spced at which we ean have the
erected is so slow that we cannot do mo
than make a very small improvement c
existing conditions. We need a very larg
increase in the number of buildings befor
we can hope to remedy the existing eond
tions properly, let alone make ample prov
sion for the additional number of childrc
who will be attending school when we pr:
claim the Act to which I have referre
We realise that a number of junior hig
schools will be required in countiry distrief
It is not vight that the children in the coul
try should be obliged to travel long distanc
to get their education. They should not |
forced to leave the country and go to tl
metropolitan area for high school edue
tion. We therefore propose to take ftl
high sehools to the children.

Junior high schools will be built throug
out the State to meet the need of secondas
education. In addition a number of seni
high schools—not as large a number becau.
not so many children continue on to tl
leaving standard—will be established. W
have made a survey of the distriets whe
the junior high schools will be required, ar
although we have not yet been ahble to sta
on the actual building of the schools t
necessary exploratory work has been goir
on so that we have the figures of the pro
able numbers of children who will atien
and plans are made so that we ¢an go rig
ahcad as soon as building is possible. T
school sites committee has taken a very ge
erous view of school requirements. N
only is the ecommittee busy in selecting ne
sites for new schools in various districl
but it has also made recommendations f
the enlarging of the sites of existing schoo

One big fault made in past years was th
of placing schools on very small pieces
ground. We have schools like Newecast]
street, for example, where there is a lar
school on a pocket-handkerchief picce
tand, with insufficient ground for the pla
ing of the children. Where it is possik
to remedy this fault, the remedy is bei
applied. We have already acquired adc
tional land in some places to enlarge t
playgrounds. I ean mention one that com
readily to mind, and that is Swanbour
where we have taken steps to acquire adi
tional land to enlarge the playground. U
fortanately we find that, now that sett
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ment has developed, it is a very costly busi-
ness to add to some of the existing play-
grounds. But that has not deterred the
department from proceeding with this policy.
It is only when the cost is out of alt pro-
portion to the gquantity of ground to be
acquired that we decline to proceed. That
policy will be gone on with wherever we can
do s0, so that adequate playing spaces may be
provided around the schools for the in-
creased numbers of children expected to
attend.

The primary factor in eduecation, of course,
is the teacher. There can be palatial school
butldings and compulsory education to 15 or
16 years of age, but if the teachers are not
of the right quality and well trained the
system will fall down badly.

Mr. Needham: And well paid.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
‘That, of course, is the factor that attracts
teachers of sufficient quality, but I am deal-
ing now with the training aspect of the
matter, TIf we have the right people com-
ing forward then we have to see that proper
training is afforded them. This year teacher-
training was completely reorganised and a
two-year course of training recommenced.
Further, a teachers’ training advisory com-
mittee was established, and that committee
has, during the year, been giving attention
to teacher-training and the requirements of
an improved system, with the view that it is
necessary to provide the best possible train-
ing for teachers in order to form the foun-
dation of an improved educational system. I
expect that that policy will give us exeellent
results.

Mr. Doney: Every now and again you get
a teacher who discloses himself or herself

a8 being entirely unsuited to the teaching of
children.

The MINISTER FOR EDICATION:
Yes.

Mr. Doney: What do you do in such a
ease?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is onmly occasionally that such teachers
remain in the service. The job becomes
80 irksome to them that they resign sooner
or later.

Mr. Doney: Would you discharge them?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It would depend upon the degree to which
they were unsatisfactory. If a teacher was
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just not happy in the job, but was able
to do reasonably well, we would give him
a chance to work out his salvation.

Mr. Doney: But there are occasions when
you do discharge them for being unsatis-
factory.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Teachers have been discharged because they
have not met the requirements of the de-
partment, but such eases are few and far
between. They are the exceptions rather
than the general rule. They are very rare,
I am glad to say. Some people who com-
mence training very often find out before
their training is completed that they do
not suit the job. Last year we discontinued
the training of a trainee teacher because it
was obvious to the principal that she would
not make a satisfactory teacher. She was
told so, and was not permitted to continue
with her course. Any unsuitability generally
becomes apparent in the course of training,
but not always. There are instances, of
gourse, where a teacher has become fully
trained and subsequently it has been made
clear to the depariment’s inspectors that
such person has chosen the wrong vocation.

Mr. Doney: I have known a few and
they have not been discharged.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is a serious step to take. After a teacher
has spent a period in the training college at
a very low allowance, it is a very serious
thing o discharge him withoui giving him
an opportunity to make good.

Mr. Doney: I realise that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
order to make good our proposal for
equality of opportunity for children in iso-
lated distriets, it is essential that we should
follow the policy of consolidation of
schools. The small isolated one-teacher
sehool eannot possibly make good the policy
of equality of opportunity. It is impossible
under any circumstances to give to eight
or ten children in a small country school
the same opportunity as can be made avail-
able in a school of 300 or 400 pupils. The
cost of equipping such a school on the
same standard as the large eity school
would be prohibitive. Furthermore, we can-
not give to eight or ten children the bene-
fits of association that are obtainable in
sehools where there arc larger congrega-
tions of children. We could not, for ex-
ample, make use of visual aids to educa-
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tion by the use of projectors and film strips
in smail country schools, except, possibly,
to a limited extent by itinerant operators.
The large city schools can be equipped with
projectors nnd can make full use of a film
library by using the films in visual educa-
tion,

If we are to move with the times and
give the couniry children the opportunity
they should have it is essential thai the
poliey of consolidation shonld he proceeded
with. Unfortunately some parents are so
misguided as to attempt to stand in the
light of their children and to resist the
department when econsolidation is mooted.
There are a number of districts that at
present have protested at the proposal of
the department to consolidate. I am not
worried about that, beeause consolidation
is not easy at present, and it snits me to
carry it out in districts that are ready for
it, and to allow those expressing dissatis-
faction to wait. Later on the department
will earry out consolidation against the de-
sives of the parents if it is satisfied that it
is essential in the interests of the children.

Mr. Needham: What about the distance?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
are the best judges, in the light of our ex
perience, of what distance can be travelled
successfully. We do not like anything be-
yond 30 miles, though if the roads are par-
tienlarly good we will go a little beyond
that. The time involved in travelling a 30
mile route is such that we hesitate to go
far beyond that. We prefer to consolidate
in some other direction to obviate the neces-
sity for an extra long bhus route. In addi-
tion to the use of hus routes it appears
that we will have to establish hostels, so
that children, who live bevond a reasonahble
distance for daily travel, can he placed
them and returned home weekly.

Mr. Fox: How are the children to he
maintained ¥

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The parents will be expected ta maintain
them. It is their obligation to feed and
clothe their children.

Mr. Fox: The ordinary working man will
not be able to afford to hoard them out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: He
will be expected to pay for the mainten-
ance of his children the amount which he
would be required to pay if he maintained
them at home.
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Mr. Berry: What would that amount to

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
The Government will pay the difference be
tween what it would cost to maintain th
child at home and what it costs to main
tain it at the hostel.

Mr. Needham: That is a better state
ment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
was not given the opportunity to finis
what I was saying. There are one hundre
and one bus contracts operating at presen
at a cost of £27,000 annuaily, carrying 2,53
children to school.

Mr. Abbott: Would it pay to standardis
those buses?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
think it would, and we will probably carr
that out Iater, but at present it is so diffienl
to get buses that it would be foolish t
attempt standardisation. Our present jo
is to get buses, so as to get on with th
consolidation.

Mr. Watts: The Minister has not hee
very suecessful in that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : N
there have been many difficulties to conten
with but consolidation is proceeding and tt
fienres T have quoted will show that it he
gonc ahead. The increase during the we
period has been 60 per eent. on pre-wi
ficures, so despite the handieaps imposed b
war we have been able to get the consol
dations in.

Mr. Doney: Does the number mentione
represent a saving in eost to the depar
ment?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
works out at about the same figure. Th:
figure gives about £270 per bus and the ave
age small country school costs about £2F
per year to run. The Government has alread
announecd its intention to establish are
schools similar to those operating in Ta
mania and a sites commitiee has been e
gaged in selecting suitable sites. The 1
quirements are that the population shall t
of sufficiently high density to enable the r
quisite number of children to be oblaine
within a reasonably short distance, and ths
the locality must be climatically snitable fo
the establishment of such a school. We ha
to find sites where the soil is suitable, reasor
ably good, where we can get the requisil
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number of children, and where the climate
is such that farming operations can be
carried on.

Mr, McLarty: Are the members of the sites
committec officers of the Education Depart-
ment ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: On
that committee are the Director of Educa-
tion, the Town Planning Commissioner, the
Principal Architeet, the Under Treasurer
and, I think, another oflicer,

Mr. Doney: Is there an actual instance
of an area school in this State?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
but we have already selected some sites, the
locations of which I do not wish to disclose
at the moment. Further appropriate centres
for these schools are under coosideration.
On the education of deaf, blind and sub-
normal children, I have already said that
the (tovernment intends to make special pro-
vision for such eases, Owing to the existence
in this State of a large number of what are
called rubella children, children who suffer
deafness ecaused through their mothers eon-
tracting German measles during pregnancy,
attention has been focussed on their needs.

Mr. McLarty: What does the Minister call
“a large nutnber”?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
About 80 rubella children in this State, of
about five or six years of age, who vequire
almost immediate attention if the best re-
sults are to be obtained. It was intended
originally to establish a large residential
school for the deaf and to make it compul-
sory for the parents of all the deaf children
in the State to permit those children to
attend that school. A sehool has been earried
on for many years in my own clectorate, the
principal being 2 man called Love, who has
done an excellent job.

Mr. Needham: An excellent job.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
He bas not been able to take into the school
gll the deaf children in the State available
for attendance. It was impossible for him to
contemplate acecommodating the rubella
dhildren who are now almost ready for
school. 1 gave a lot of attention to this
problem and had inquiries made in the
Esastern States and sent ane departmental
officer over to ascertain what was being done
in other States. As the result of those in-
quiries and information obtained here it was
decided that we should establish a single
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targe residential school for the deal,
equipped on modern lines. That was my in-
tention up to the end of last week.

I asked the present Minister for Lands,
who was then Minister for Health, when this
problem was brought to my notice, to get in
touch with the Commonwealth authorities and
ask them to make available an officer of the
rezearch lahoratory to carry out rescarch
on rubella children in this State in order that
we could have the latest information on the
problem. My, Murray, the officer in charge
of that laboratory, came to the State to-
wards the end of last week. I had a long
discussion with him and the information he
wag able to give me regarding the results
of the experiments was such as to canse me
to decide that we had better have a thorough
investigation before I proceeded with my
original idea. There now secms to be a
distinet prohability that a large number of
these rubella children, who we previously
thought wounld have to be developed along
the lines followed for some years for edu-
cating deaf children, will be able to go into-
the normal schools like normal children and
be educated with the use of hearing aids. Mr.
Murray told me that he has not yet ruled
out the possibility of 100 per cent. of -these
rabella children being edueated with the use
of hearing aids in the ordinary schools. On
the vesuits of the experiments to date, it
would seem that there is opening up a very
attractive vista for those children who pre-
viously appeared to be doomed to a veyy diffi-
eult existence. Mr. Murray told me in all
serioustess that he helieves these rubella
children, provided they are all right men-
tally and compare favourably with normal
childresi, will be able to receive education for
the professions just as normal childred do.

Mr. Abbott: That is very gratifying.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It is very encouraging indeed. I do not wish
to be too optimistic at this stage lest 1 give
too much encouragement to the parents of
such children, but I am very hopeful that
a large proportion of the children who pre-
viously appeared to be heading for our insti-
tutions may now be educated in the ordinary
schools after & very short period of prepara-
tory education. .

Mr. Needbam: What about combating the-
cause ¢

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That has not to do with my department. Be-
cause there is a comparatively small number-
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of . children involved, as compared with the
other-children under instruction, we have not
given consideration to the eost of these aids.
Specific aids adapted to the needs of each
child will be required and there will be a
proportion of the rubella children who will
not require rubella aids at all but who can
be educated in the normal schools without the
use of hearing aids. This might be a small
proportion, but still it is a proportion. Re-
garding children who are deaf hut not as
a result of German measles, a number of
them will also be educated by the use of
bearing aids. We cannot say just how many
of them but a fairly large proportion will
be able to go to the normal schools, leaving
only a relatively small number who will have
1o he provided for in a residential institution.

Members will appreciate how necessary it
is for me to call & halt now and have a
thorough survey made so that oll these deaf
children may be tested out and their hearing
assegsed. Then the particular aid required
can be designed and provided. So I am going
to ask the Commonwealth Minister for
Henlth to make available to this State imme-
diately the services of a eouple of officers
who can carry out the necessary tests into
the nse of hearing aids and other relevant
matters, so that we ghall be in a position
eatly in the new year to proceed with our
plans for the education of these children.
T am very happy to say that the prospect,
as compared with what it was a few weeks
ago, is decidedly bright, and of the results
of the experiments that bave been earried
out in the Acoustic Research Laboratory in
Sydney, the people will be informed.

I mentioned that it is intended to make
extended use of visual aids. The use of
visual aids for edueational purposes has been
very well proved in Army instruction, The
member for North Perth will know what
valnable use of such aids was made by the
Air Force. Precision bombing, gunnery and
other things were quickly tanght and well
taught by the uge of visual aids. That valu-
able . experience will be used in the schools,
and so steps are being taken to build up
a film library so that films will be available
to the various schools and projectors will
be supplied so that they may be used. This
is a further reason why the consolidation of
wchools is necessary; it will not be necessary
tn equip all the small isolated achools. If
the children in the country are to get the
décided advantage of the use of visual aids,
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we shall have to econgregate them in large:
groups. Consequently, we must proceed
with the consolidation policy.

As membery are aware, the edueation of
native children was taken over by the de
partment, and considerable and gratifying
progress has been made. The member for
Katanning asked me to table the rcports of
teachers on this matter. I have a repor
before me that I did not table because if
is not the report of a teacher. It is the re
port of one of the inspeetors, and what he
says on the edueation of native children i
very interesting. This relates to the Moor
River native school which was taken ove
by the department for the education of the
native children at that settlement. The
report reads—

It was agreed early in the year that nc
formal inspection of this school would be mads
in 1945. Accordingly, this visit has been of
a consultative and advisory nature. Generally
it can be said that this venture of the depart
ment’s into the realm of native education i
proceeding remarkably successfully, The ehild
ren have lieen graduslly weaned from theb
shyness and in most cases have been en
courzged to read individually.

In singing, recitation, ete., they still need
the courage induced by the group sitmation
and their work in unison is thorougniy en
joyed and is reaching a good standard. The
gkills have been thoroughly taught as far a
individual abilitics and backgrounds permit
iood habits of cleanliness and tidiness have
been developed, Art shows a remarkable de
velopment on the boys’ side in pictorial work
I am forwarding several pictures to the Super
intendent of Art. The girls have for the firsf
time lenrned sewing, with very pleasing re
sults. The girls’ pride in this achievemen!
hag been most gratifying to the head teacher
8imilarly, the older boya have lcarnt somc
ugeful eraft work,

He then mentions the names of the teachen
and proceeds—

They are not morely teachers; they are al
imbned with a zeal which exceeds that of the
normal teacher, for the demands made upor
them in the sacrifice of time, of social amen
itics, of normal social companionghips, are fa
greater than those made upon teachers ir
other appointments. They have all worke¢
with enthusiasm, have given econsiderabl
thought to the problems and have adaptec
their plans to the varying needs of the sitoa
tion. They are to be highly commended fo!
the work done. I desire to place on recerd th
excellent organisntion and planning earriec
out hy Miss Holland, head teacher, in thi:
first venr,

T think members will agree that, for th
first year of the department’s work in thi
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new field, that is a most gratifying result.
The report is issued by one of our inspec-
tors upon whom I can place the greatest
relinnce. I ask members, therefore, to he
a little patient with us in the edueation of
the native ehild, as we are convineed we can
get results.

My, Trial: That is obvious.

The MINISTER FOR EHNUCATION:
As to Lhe problem facing us of teachinz
native children along with white children,
[ say quite definitely that there will he no
segreration.  For one thing, it would not
work even if we attempted it. Two sets of
lavatories, two scts of wa-h-basins, in facl,
two =otx of evervthing, would he required.

M. MeLarty:
eases.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Nn, it is not.  Cleanliness om the part of
all ¢hildren attending =chool is the requisite,
It all the ehildren are clean, theve iz nn
need for separate conveniences, [ois nol
always, untortunately, the black e¢hild who
offends: we have had trouble with - some
white ¢hildren.

Ay, MeLarty: 1 think yon should have a
look at sonwe of ihe native camps.

The MIN[STER FOR EDUCATION:
I am aware the hon, member mentioned a
matter which is a worry to us. One eannot
expeet ehildren {o vome to school clean if
their home eonditions are dirty; but educa-
tion will improve that position, If the
children are segregated, it will take mueh
longer to effect improvement in the home
than it would if we kept the children to-
gether and gradually raised the standard.
We hope, in co-operation with the Iealth
Departient, to effect improvements in the
tiving conditions of the natives and so make
it all the more dosirable that there shall he
no segregation.

That is destrable in some

T could not close my remarks on this
Vole without making reference to the work
being done by the Parents and Citizens’ As-
sociations throughout the State. I am
happy to say that we have had the mos:
friendly co-operation. As a result of the
oxistenre of these associations, schools have
benfited considerably. Only a few months
ago, one of these associations, not far from
Perth, spent the sum of £250 in equipping
a -school right thronghout with radio and
amplifving devices. That iz something
which wonld have taken the school a lonx
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time to obtain in the ordinary way; and
the equipping of the school in that way will
confer a very distinet benefit upon the child-
ren. Similar work has been done in other
schools throughout the State. I am grateful
indeed to those associations, the members of
which have given much of their time and
money to improving the lot of children at-
tending school. Without their help, the
work of the department would be much
harder and the children would not be a+
well off as they are. I take this opportun
ity to express the thanks of the depart
ment to those generous men snd women
who devote 0 much of their time to this
very intevesting and very important work.
Progress reported.
House adjourned at 1159 poa.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 3.0
p-m., and read prayers.

MOTION—TROTTING CONTROL.

Ay to Report by Mr. E, A. Dunphy.

HON. J. CORNELL (South} [4.35]: I
move—

That the report, if any, made by Mr. E, A,
Dunphy, to the Chief Secretary as a result of
his inquiries into the recent dispute botween
the W.A, Trotting Association and the Owners,
Breeders and Trainers’ Organisation, be laid
on the Table of the House.

Some months ago there was a total eessation
of trotting in the metropolitan avea, arising
out of a dispute between the Trotting
Assaciation and the Owners, Breeders and



